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INTRODUCTION
To learn more about the academic and professional experiences 

of individuals with a Juris Doctor (J.D.) and a Master of Public Health 

(M.P.H.), the Network for Public Health Law conducted an informal 

survey of people in the field. 211 individuals with a J.D. and M.P.H.  

responded. Approximately 75% of the respondents are female and 

25% male. Over half of respondents indicated that they are between 

the ages of 21 and 39.
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CAREER STAGE 
56.4% of the survey respondents are in the early-career stage (25+ years 

before planned retirement)

26.1% are in the mid-career stage (10-24 years before planned retirement) 

17.6% are in the late-career stage (less than 10 years before planned retirement)
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ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE
The majority of survey respondents did not complete 

their J.D./M.P.H. concurrently (69% vs. 31%). 

Those who completed a concurrent J.D./M.P.H. 

program did so because it provided a streamlined 

approach to coursework, allowing them to finish in a 

shorter period of time and save money.

Of those who did not complete a concurrent J.D./

M.P.H. program, many indicated that they returned 

to school to obtain the second degree (either J.D. or 

M.P.H.) because of personal interest. Enhanced career 

opportunities was another factor cited by respondents. 
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The Network for Public Health Law is a national initiative of the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation with direction and technical assistance by the Public Health 
Law Center at William Mitchell College of Law. This document was developed 
by Brooke Nunn, M.P.H., M.S.W., public health consultant, and Mary Uran, 
M.P.H., project coordinator, Network for Public Health Law – National  
Coordinating Center. The Network for Public Health Law provides information 
and technical assistance on issues related to public health. The legal information 
and assistance provided in this document does not constitute legal advice or 
legal representation. For legal advice, please consult specific legal counsel.

Ideas. Experience. Practical Answers. 
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This is a preliminary summary. An in-depth survey analysis will be  

published in June 2012.


