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ABSTRACT DEMOGRAPHICS ACTIONS

Instead prosecutorial and punitive actions against these vulnerable

Northeast, Federal,

In 1977 the state of California issued the first indictment Geographic Disparity 7% 1% women we need to advocate for social and economic change to enable
aaainst an American woman for the use of druas while oifie, pregnant women to make informed choices in the best interest for them
9 9 National Advocates for Pregnant Women obtained statistics regarding state legal actions between 15% and their child. We need to address the extreme interpretations of

Unborn Victims of Violence Act and the Child Endangerment Laws.
Paramount is the need to protect women's’ constitutional rights under the:
Eighth Amendment - The freedom from cruel and unusual
punishment. Alicia Beltran refused to continue to take Suboxone during
her pregnancy. She was arrested, led into a courtroom, handcuffed and
shackled at the ankles, where a county judge ordered her to spend 90
days in a drug treatment center. Fourteenth Amendment — The right to
privacy and due process of law. Laura Pemberton desired a vaginal
delivery following a prior C-section. Her physician refused. She arranged
Geographic Characteristics for a home delivery with a midwife. She was arrested, taken to the
had no cases. Due to limitations in arrest records these numbers are believed to be underreported. Figure 1. hospital where a forced C-section performed. Equal protection of the
law. Florida v. Johnson state drug trafficking statute was used to
prosecute the mother for the transmission of drugs to the fetus via the
umbilical cord. Delivery of drugs to a minor is clearly prohibited, however
a woman of ordinary intelligence will not read a drug delivery statute and
believe that she could be prosecuted for taking drugs because the
umbilical cord is a delivery system to the minor (fetus).
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