U.S. IMPRISONMENT AT A GLANCE
Imprisonment Rate 1977:  129              Female Imprisonment Rate 1977:     10 
Imprisonment Rate 2004:  486              Female Imprisonment Rate 2004:   64
Total Female Sentenced Prisoners 1977:  11,212
Total Female Sentenced Prisoners 2004:  96,125
Percent Increase 1977-2004:  757 %
Average Annual Percent Increase 1977-2004:  8 % 
Percent Increase 1999-2004:    17 %
	National Profile of Women Offenders
A profile based on national data for women offenders reveals the following characteristics:
· Disproportionately women of color. 

· In their early to mid-30s. 

· Most likely to have been convicted of a drug-related offense. 

· From fragmented families that include other family members who also have been involved with the criminal justice system. 

· Survivors of physical and/or sexual abuse as children and adults. 

· Individuals with significant substance abuse problems. 

· Individuals with multiple physical and mental health problems. 

· Unmarried mothers of minor children. 

· Individuals with a high school or general equivalency diploma (GED) but limited vocational training and sporadic work histories. 


SOURCE:  NIC:  “Gender-Responsive Strategies” 

