Poor Women, Poor Choices:

The Dilemma of Civil Rights
and Women’s Health in the 1970s

Gregory Michael Dorr, Ph.D.

Visiting Scholar, Center for the Study of Diversity in Science,
Technology, and Medicine, M.L.T.

Copyright 2007, Gregory Dorr, gdorr@MIT.EDU



Mrs. Minnie Relf Mr. Lonnie Re

Copyright 2007, Gregory Dorr, gdorr@MIT.EDU



T R

. Mary Alice Relf, 12
MCAC Clinic, 1973 Minnie Lee Relf, 14

Copyright 2007, Gregory Dorr, gdorr@MIT.EDU



BIME Minnic Lee Relf

PERA

—wnmdune 13 ,..:LE!?.’.__.\,...._.

L B0y wse - Mary.Alice Relf reione

e i SR A B Thomas

e s s ey e JUne s 135~ 1973 s v e e

ey ¥ undng

s C? e innie Leg Relf.

e T 3 = 3 3
S e b st . ETUE ¥y The upface Al

Mary Allce B L b L e e

oy > 2K o n] - T . ol =
——— ime SERRE o0 2N years of ege; i o N et e
Iogueat Yo, N

bl o Thomas e, o ErY ekl

SR of hie

DTe A R i EOMAR, .. i e

¢ 1o vardorea npon o

o s, S e Tl
(e wifa) ihe Tolicel:

WS X P

g o=
Gt ot

A VY 335

—.Tubal.Ligation =% £

e s : : i i « I% kds boen axpiol:
W cpaysiicr de fwicaded T vwanit-dn otesilse T -

ehrin ppamaiion s dntended o 3

-~ b x B
SRnrllie posson Ao NOT couakie of Lazay

caRg) GLZ O paronv. Yo slos sodaTnioad 7t
i e S i G oinZilu parsin fo FOU vapahin of &
A O 2o A BTeriiity sl thal oo gustnoses of

wmv no% poould dm

abertiity has hesn ivan to o

il

pherfliiy hre bom glyea G0 63, : 3

Ve Talantarily 2raucut She acacses - i
vAsRarily Tequent the omaveiic ey £
¥ Fequest the opoveilon mad wndervinsd ibai, 40 5 VRS '

ERrassiul, Wy romilte mer Wg reinaiaily vegues’ the pexation 224 vndareiand WAl 3T 1T provaa

T ) id e v 33 3
ST 23y 1T thmy raw, 11 W3Y 3o

P By

puoseeslal . o resaitn may by pova

b3

Tra. (Hen /U&rﬂ)

Al SR
_— _,jfn,wu, ﬂu[
i {Jm%m&)

’J:![qaj1+¢f‘_)q%am_ 4245’«5&%

._,.L.--\-._.\hh--
-M-—TE-EP f,l"}mwu.l:_, Uw.
( Her Hark)

et m\\rﬁ-l Y

-l

Ay
BT COUNIY
B

-Reginald.Nessmithoioo .

e 2 W7 \-.f:&:-zi’._h;.
7_@& &2 71’4-';1!4.‘ 762

e AR e v e M____ e T e %y _._Reginald.Nessmith

batowy mo 4hin | ¥ o D
o we tkis _ AT oF o }I/ﬂf\-ﬁ e g 'ij’_ “@%ﬁ_%__w‘_ﬁgﬁ. S
s : & 3 atg g £28 7% manred bofons @ _.I.‘.? "L ény et ”'2:’:'1‘::3::};:&“‘""'“'ﬂ“.._--_ﬁ"m

Cecetily dhan

] “:mc.mﬁf(..ﬂ,

wud yoluavesdly riznea the

o Lﬂz/i( /Z»an,f/f BTG e -- /
o e o - /‘éz,w 14 &Q%M-‘f?ﬂzl é "

MHISION EXPIRES JUME 30, 1974

Copyright 2007, Gregory Dorr, gdorr@MIT.EDU



Morris Dees, Mary Alice Relf, and Minnie

Copyright 2007, Gregory Dorr, gdorr@MIT.EDU

The New York Times/Gary Seftle

Relf (July, 1973)




Why Relf v. Weinberger Matters:

g

Population Anxiety an the Presidency
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Why Relf v. Weinberger Matters:

EUGENICS IS TheE

SELF DIRECTION
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EUCENICS DRAWS ITS MATERIALS FROM MANY SOURCES AND ORCANMZES
TheM INTO RN hARMONIOUS &NTITY.

Persistence of Eugenic Ideology
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Why Relf v. Weinberger Matters:
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Relationship to the Tuskegee Experiment
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Population Politics

Paul Ehrlich, Stanford biologist, author,
The Population Bomb (1968)
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Watts Riot, Los Angeles, 1965
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© Petef Barry Chowka
President Richard M. Nixon, The White House, June, 1972
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Nixon’s Population Policy

 Family Planning and
Population Research Act
(1970)

 Responds to population and
welfare activists

» Set preconditions for
sterilization abuse
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Oct 10, 1972

- P
‘ :-":gﬁu

Copyright 2007, Gregory Dorr, gdorr@MIT.EDU



“Now we know that ... some of them were hiring
goon squads and others were using the power
of their public office for blackmail and extortion.
Phillips ... hasn’t been connected with that stuff.
No, he was handing out money from his agency
to pay for the sterilization of black children. By
comparison to Phillips, the Deans, the Colsons
and the Magruders look almost good....[T]his
revelation may explain Richard Nixon’s
opposition to abortion. There was a better
plan....the New Federalism’s final solution to
race and poverty in America.”

--The Washington Post, 4 July 1973
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Eugenics, Alabama, and the Road to Relf

e “Sterilization of the
retarded had its
precedent in Nazi
Germany. This whole
thing Is a horrendous
attack on privacy.”

— Julian Bond,

President, Southern
Poverty Law Center

Vernon MerrittiLIFE
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Eugenics, Alabama, and the Road to Relf

“Both the humanitarian and economic
aspects of this eugenics question are so
gigantic as to attract the interests of all;
and especially should this whole question
of human betterment via the eugenic
sterilization route make a peculiar and
lasting appeal to every physician.”

-- James Norment Baker, M.D.
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Mial Cox-Ramirez was
sterilized in Plymouth.
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Eugenics, Alabama, and the Road to Relf

“It Is probable that of the
two million people who
undergo surgical
sterilization each year, at
least several hundred
thousand are
considerably less than
well-informed about the
irreversibility, risks, and
alternative methods of
family planning when
they ‘decide’ to have
these operations.”

Bernard Rosenfeld,
M.D.. Ph.D. — Health Research Group,

division of Public Citizen

Ralph Nader
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Relf v. Weinberger
Wyatt v. Aderholt
Tuskegee Experiment

l

Informed Consent
Social Eugenics

l

Protection or Control?

Copyright 2007, Gregory Dorr, gdorr@MIT.EDU



Protection or Control?

e “It's always the patient’s choice.”
-- Orelia Dixon, Director, MCAC
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Protection or Control?

e “We've had the Relfs as clients for more
than five years, and for the longest time |
was trying to explain that the two elder
girls should have their tubes tied....The

family always refused.”
— African-American nurse,
Montgomery County Health Department
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Nurse Eunice Rivers
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Protection or Control?

« “White folks say do, come, go don’t and
black folks do, come, go, and don't....”

--Jet Magazine,

“GENOCIDE: Black Youngsters are
Sterilized by Alabama Agency”
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U.S. District Court Judge
Frank M. Johnson

Wyatt v. Stickney (1970;
finally dismissed 2003)

Wyatt v. Aderholt (1973)

“...[an] integratin’,
scalawaggin’, carpetbaggin’,
bald-faced lying federal
judge...who deserves a
barbed-wire enema.”

-- Gov. George Wallace
(1977)
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Gerhard A. Gesell, Esg. (1963)
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Judge Gerhard A. Gesell

“Surely the Federal
Government must |
move cautiously in

this area....The line
between family
planning and
eugenics Is
murky.” (1974)
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Too Many Babies,

TWE—_ 1 ))4 /5498

By Cindy Loose
Washington Post Staff Writer

Between contractions, Linda Parrish
Washington begged the obstetrician fo u{frsx:;l :31?::?

This wa i
el s her fifth child, and she didn’t want any

she pleaded for the romi i .‘ 4
could be done at £e sagle: gll::l I;‘%‘an? 0: P
wog:ls;q,” ihe mlgh the doctor, “It's m]} right.” o
Ut in her rush to the hospital, P. .
behind her copy of the Medirfaid co::?nsf fgﬁi ]g}
the doctm_' declined to perform the operation,
o Three times since that birth, Parrish hag renantan
€ procedures required by Medicaid. But ag

Too Manﬂ iers

_Poor Women Seeking Steﬁlz'zatio}\Face a Mazje )f Red Tape

\ K f ]
again, she has met ¢ '
MEI] ohor ch(ieldt:aadblqi:@. She is now pregnant
er problems accessing sterilization—
ﬁ'eql{ﬁnﬂy used form of bitth control, o%la}aéhn(;?vﬁt
a] eh]:xﬁ—-are common among poor women. A Nation.
; 2005 tutes of He_alth study in 1990 found that of
fc: ptregnant women on Medicaid who filled oyt the
mr:z; a(:n bies;serﬂizfzd, tclJln v 59 percent actually were
on : -
!n?:;lmtiana] harrlei's.!:’ lure: “bureaucratic and
ecdotal evidence also ahounds ' i
4 il . Workers
gﬁm agght?;;ghh;nﬁ;nit £::rtaht'£y in the District citlelj
; eless mother of six wh
25 was to{d she was too young to be steﬁlizv;d?g:aﬂf:
crack-addicted mother of seven who sometimes ge

olaon anacloal 4

Emﬂsﬂlﬂ’f Rashel Johnson, with children Alyshia Johnson and Anthony Slmms Jr., wanted a tubal ightio
i not perform it. Now employed, she has besn told that once her Insurance begins, she willhave

Copyright 2007, Gregory Dorr, gdorr@MIT.EDU

Trunstoy, Fenruany 19,1998 A

icracy a B

arrier to Sterilizatior

stitute, Shily-two percent of the unin-
tended pregnancies are terminated
through abortion.

For poor women, federal funding
for abortions ended in 1976,

And among poor women, the rate
of unplanned pregmancies {8 even
higher: 75 percent, in part because
they have twice as many birth con-
trol fallures, according to institute
research, When they seek steriliza-
tion, said Columbia's Davidson,
“their history tells them they have
not been effective in controlling their
fertility and thiy are making a ration-
al choice.”

Linda Parrish, for instance, had
tried the pill, but one version gave
her a blood clot and another caused
her to hemorrhage. That ruled out
all chemical-based methods.

Asked whether she had consid-
ered abstinence, Parrish replied
obliquely, saying that the father of
her last seven children is still very
much apart of her and her children's
lives and that she wishes him to
continue to be invalyed.

Abstinence is the chosen method
of only 2 percent of all women using
some contraceptive method, accord-
ing to a study funded by the National
Center for Health Statistics and the
Centérs for Disease Control and Pre-
vention,

and has been told that once b
insurance coverage beging, she v
hawve no problem finding a doctor
do the procedure,

Medicaid rules prohibit the ste
ization of anyone youngerthan 21,
matter how many children the p
son has. Many doctors feel ques
about sterilizing women who are ¢
significantly older.

“Women with litle education he
their last desired births much earl
than college-educated women," T
vidson said, “But the decision whe
er to do the procedure may be ma
by a 27-year-old resident [physicia
whose friends haven't even start
childbearing, From his point of vie
sterilization seems a premature de
sion.”

Other Implications

Sterilization carries ethical a
religious implications as well

“There are a number of wom
around who would want to engage
sexual activity without bearing ct
dren, and sterilization for that p
pose raises 2 whole set of mm
questions,” said John Cavanaug
O'Keefe of the American I.
League, an antisbortion educatior
organization,




