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Youth Migration and HIV

ULS. Latine youthrare
disproportionately represented among
new: STI/HIV infections

Migration enhances HIV/ST
Vulnerability

Youth and female migration firom
Mexico Is on the rise




Research Question

How: dees community level
migration density influence HIV/STI
risk for Mexican youth?

» [[he migratien joulmmey.
m Acculturation in the U.S.
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Methods

Formative work

24 In-depth
iInterviews with
return migrants
(15-24 years old)
from 2 communities

Analysis: ATLAS.ti

Copyright 2007, Christine Tucker, chrisytucker@gmail.com



CALIFORNIA || _
SUR

NORTH
PACIFIC
OCEAN

GIGEDO

(]

Mexico

— |nternational boundary
—— State (estado) boundary
Y%  National capital
® State (estado) capital
Railroad
Road

l?ﬂ 2IEN:J EIIJD Kilomaters
T

100 200 300 Miles

Lambert Canformal Canic Projection, SP 900N/ 2820N

* COAHUILA DE

(
_ znnneorﬁvz'

Gulf
of
Mexico

Tehuacan

CHAMP
o Campeche

f Eaps £.7
: =Ll Chilpancingog 'l.
Jiquilpa UERRERO ™

. AGUASCALIENTES

. DISTRITO FEDERAL

. GUANAJUATO

. HIDALGO

. MEXICO

. MORELOS

. QUERETARO DE ARTEAGA
. TLAXCALA

00~ N Un o L A

Boundary representation is

Copyright 2007, Christine Tucker, chrisytucker@gmail.com



Descriptive Results

Low Density Community

High Density Community

Mestly: 1st generation

Alll 2nd/3rdl generation

YoUuuh Witheut parents

Eamily: migration

Migrate: prmarily. fier
employment

Vacation o family.
reunification

Migrate ter ebtain
lesources and return to
Mexico

ULS. as a place of
residency since children
are taken to/hermiin U.S.
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TThe Migration Journey

High risk journey more likely from
oW’ density: commnunity

n Weaker “Institutions” to support
migration

010)/0) (=55

Two guotes




21 year olaIemaleion fenyacan, miglaes.
ar ageris;, cost: US $3,000N0 200.3)

“\We were drinking water from the troughs

that were In the ranches on the way. The

water was gleen .. We were a group of 40
people at least. The second day, seme. of

them were absolutely tired, they could not
walk anymore, completely devastated.
Then the coyorehad drugs [cocaine] and
he started te give Us drugs In erder for us
to keep walking....”
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20 Vear o/a - 1ermale) Jiguipan, iglratea Wit
s/ster: ar age 19, cost: US $1,500 (1 2005)

“VIy. brother-in-law made the deal with
the coyores. HHe told them we were
cousins, he asked them ‘please take
care ofi us’. They took us In a car...and
they breught us and' behaved very
well.... They took us te a grocery store,
they bought seda and they even bought
for us a lottery ticket.”
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The Migration Journey contad.

High risk journey more: likely: firom 1ow:
density community

» Limited knowledge ofi the order
a Migration primarily threugh’ desert

s Perceived vulnerability: off wemen high
a Streng fear ofi death
n Legality vs. lllegality
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Social Networks

Migrants from: highi density: community
are more likely to have social netwerks

n the U.S.

Existing| family tiesi in the U.S. provide
penefits for Immigrant yeuth

Soeclall and econemic support
Parental menitering
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Social Support

“| had a sister-in-law there that helped me
a lot, because as | told you, she livead
there her whole life. She guided me a
jot, hew: to consult the pediatrician,
gynecologist, everything that she knew.”

24 year: o/a remalermigrant 1o g/ Gernsity; CommuiLy
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Economic Support

“| didi not have a jeb. Il did net have a place
to live... It was horrible... And that was
when | met the father ofi my. baby. He said
10 me, come with: me, marry me,” and |
sald ‘no,’ It was not my intention... I was
going te put up with living In the truck, but
| didn’t find woerk and there were net any
other options. | went to live with him.”

21 year o/a femaler migrant o /oW Gensity; communiy
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Monitoring

“In the U.S. It [commercial sex] IS very
COMMOonI because many: guys go alone, anad
SOometimes they don't have a girlirnenad and
Wherever you go there are wemen. | think
it IS mostly age or that they are alone and

nebody IS pushing them from benind. Thelr
parents aren't ever there ja/andote /as
orejas. Youl are alone, you earn your
moeney andlyoul take care ofi yourself.”

24 year o/a migrant 1rom g aensity, communiy
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Acculturation

Networks also presented risk for youth in
the U.S.

= Increased exposure to U.S. adolescent culture
School
Relatives who were more established

= Facilitated involvement in higher risk activities
Gangs
Drugs
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Implications for HIV/STI Risk

HIgh migration density Inf community. of ergin
may. pretect youtn

a [rustworthy ceyotes

a Knowledge: off the border

n Increased economic and' seclal support
m Access ter healih care Information; and services

May: alse facilitate: acculturation ter U.S.
adolesecent risk hehavior

Increase: the tramnsier off knewledge and
Behnaviors back to sending communities: in
Mexico
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Include: variables from

Next Steps community. of erigin: in

future studies on
migratien and
acculturation

v <« ExXplore further how: ULS.
soclal netwerks: effer hoth
Pretective: structures and

faclliiate  adeption: of fHsky
DENAVIGYS

- A

Examine the rele of social
marketing ofi HIV/Sil
pPrevention between
transnational communities
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Questions

Christine Tucker
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