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In the 1967 War, Israel occupied 
the West Bank, Gaza, and East 
Jerusalem, the last 22% of 
historic Palestine

These areas are internationally 
recognized under International 
Humanitarian Law (IHL) as Israeli 
“Occupied Territories”

The Fourth Geneva Convention 
(August 12, 1949) imposes an 
obligation on an occupying power 
to maintain medical services and 
ensure that protected persons 
have access to food and medicals 
supplies and services
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Areas A and B
(Oslo Accords)

149 Israeli settlements,
96 outposts

West Bank Barrier and 
Areas between the Barrier
and the Green Line

Roads used by the settlers

Closures

The effect of the closures

Fragmentation of the West 
Bank

Permanent
Checkpoints
Partial
Checkpoints

Tunnels
(As of March 2007)
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Note:

Green Line (1949 Armistice)        

Note:
Interim agreement of 1994 Oslo 
process

Areas A and B (40% of area) 
under Palestinian authority

Area C under Israeli authority      

Note:
Israeli Settlements growing at 
5.5% a year

Illegal under international law    

Note:
Nature reserves mostly off-limits 
to Palestinian entry 

No grazing or development  

Note:
Permits are required to access 
areas behind Barrier

Permit difficult to obtain 
(except Gush Etzion)  

Note:
Roads primarily for Settler use

Palestinian access banned or 
restricted on majority of roads   

Note:
Roadblocks and checkpoints 
physically prevent 
Palestinian vehicles accessing 
settler roads      

Note:
Roads, settlements, other
infrastructure 
fragment West Bank   

Note:

Checkpoints straddle settler 
roads 

Palestinian movement from one 
enclave 
to another via checkpoints or 
tunnels
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Note:
Areas A and B (Palestinian 
control) 
mirror fragmentation.

Note:
Israeli military bases-off-limits 
for Palestinians  

Note:
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The West Bank Barrier Decreases The West Bank Barrier Decreases 
Access to Schools and Health ServicesAccess to Schools and Health Services
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