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CARE Ethiopia has worked in education through
the USAID-funded Basic Education Strategic
Qpjective(cesSo)anchstrengthening
Communities Through Partnerships for
Education (SCOPE) projects.

Through BESO, CARE has provided technical
assistance to implementers in capacity building
for school administration and community-based
groups, such as Girls’ Advisory Committees to
Improve student retention.
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Why Is school retention of girls
a problem in Ethiopia?




Projects in other sectors within the
same geographical area




GEC and PTA against HTP—
Case Study
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Community Self-help and saving Groups
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E.g. Dherito School/Borena

The schools’ Girl Empowerment Club (GEC) is effective in
mobilizing the community to support girls in school. The
GEC leader of this school, a female teacher, Negele Buruno,
plays a significant role in organizing the girls and helps
them to discuss their problems and present issues to the
Parents and Teachers Association.

The club collected 250 Birr ($28) from the community,
contributions from the girls, and raised other funds by
performing plays and selling soft drinks and tea.

Having a female director resulted in an increase in girls’
enrollment.

10 girls are supported through the GEC. The clubs bought
and gave them dresses, notebooks and pens.

GEC members brought back 2 girls which were taken out of
school by their parents by promising to pay for their
expenses.
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Institutional strengthening empowered
Parents Teacher Associations (PTAs) and
School-based Girls’ Empowerment Clubs to
retain and bring girls back into school by

negotiating with parents, and supporting
girls to go to court and speak out against
forced marriage. Halfway houses
protecting girls from abduction and rape
allow them to complete their secondary
educations far from their parents’ homes.
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e Using community structures and leaders is
essential to preventing harmful traditional
practices.

e Harmful practices with negative health
Impact cannot be addressed by health

Interventions alone.

e Building community competence In different
sectors and increasing good governance can
overcome harmful cultural practices.

e Attribution of outcomes to specific
Interventions Is difficult in a society In
transition.
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