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Learning Objectives

• Describe OpenCourseWare (OCW), its 
potential to improve public health capacity, 
and its scope of use

• List processes used to develop an 
OpenCourseWare program at a School of 
Public Health

• Develop a plan for an OpenCourseWare 
program
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Address the Following

• What is OCW?
• Why does JHSPH participate?
• What are some barriers?
• How do we do it (the process)? 
• Are we reaching the goals? 
• What are the results and feedback?
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OpenCourseWare (OCW)

• Is a free and open digital publication of 
high quality educational materials 
(organized as courses)

• Is a snapshot of courses (recently 
offered)

• Does not provide credit/certification or 
access to instructors

http://ocw.jhsph.eduhttp://ocw.jhsph.edu
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Content of JHSPH OCW

• 56 courses (didactic and seminar series)
– Goal 80-100 courses

• 15 topic areas (for example - adolescent 
health, behavior and health, biostatistics, 
environment, global health, health policy, 
nutrition, preparedness, etc.)

• Lecture slides (pdf), readings, assignments, 
syllabus, schedule, audio files (in some)
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Why Does JHSPH Participate 
in OCW Project?
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Mission

The Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health is dedicated to the education of a 

diverse group of research scientists and public 
health professionals, a process inseparably 

linked to the discovery and application of new 
knowledge, and through these activities, to the 

improvement of health and prevention of 
disease and disability around the world.
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Disseminate Knowledge to the World

Degrees  Certificates  Continuing
Education

OCW

Education spectrum

$$$ $$              $/0 Free
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Foster ‘Culture of 
Contribution’ in 

Education
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JHSPH OCW Image Library

in development
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Provide Visibility for Faculty
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Provide Content for Students 
and Alumni
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Attract Prospective Students 
(?)

MPH 07 Student survey
“Did OCW influence your decision to enroll at JHSPH?

37/40  No
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OCW Consortium

“A collaboration of 150+ higher education 
institutions and associated 

organizations from around the world 
creating a broad and deep body of open 

educational content using a shared 
model.”

http://www.ocwconsortium.orghttp://www.ocwconsortium.org
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http://www.inedso.com:3000/
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How To Develop an OCW

• Make the case to faculty and 
administration

• Overcome the intellectual property issues
• Share publication process
• Tackle technology
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OCW Publishing Process

• Identify appropriate faculty
• Acquire content (text, slides,

other media, additional
course materials)

• ‘Scrub’ content (slides) to
identify and handle (replace/remove) 
copyright objects

• Create institutional OCW templates or use 
OCW open-source publishing software (e.g. 
eduCommons)

• Publish
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Barriers
• Faculty concern

– Why give away content?
– How much additional 

work?
– What do I get out of it?

• Institutional concern
– Impact on 

enrollment/revenues
– Intellectual property 

issues - copyright
– Resources/cost and 

sustainability

• Technical needs
– Content availability
– Publishing process

• Others
– Quality control
– Commercialization
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Do It
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August 07-Top 10
United States

China

Portugal
Brazil

India
Australia

United Kingdom

Taiwan
Canada
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OCW User Survey
Oct 06 - May 07   N=474

• 52% Self-learners, 25% Students, 14% 
Faculty

• “Enhance personal knowledge” #1 reason 
(43%-63%)

• Others -“Complement a course”, “Prepare to 
teach a course”, “Keep current”

• Fields of interest - Env health, health policy, 
health management, international health, 
behavioral science, nutrition, infectious 
diseases, etc.
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Creative Commons
• Provides free tools that let authors, scientists, artists, and 

educators easily mark their creative work with the freedoms they
want it to carry. You can use CC to change your copyright terms 
from "All Rights Reserved" to "Some Rights Reserved.”

• Defines the spectrum of possibilities between full copyright (all 
rights reserved) and the public domain (no rights reserved). Our
licenses help you keep your copyright while inviting certain uses 
of your work — a “some rights reserved” copyright.

http://creativecommons.org/about/licensehttp://creativecommons.org/about/license
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License from these Conditions
• Attribution. You let others copy, distribute, display, 

and perform your copyrighted work — and derivative 
works based upon it — but only if they give credit the 
way you request.

• Noncommercial. You let others copy, distribute, 
display, and perform your work — and derivative 
works based upon it — but for noncommercial 
purposes only.

• No Derivative Works. You let others copy, distribute, 
display, and perform only verbatim copies of your 
work, not derivative works based upon it.

• Share Alike. You allow others to distribute derivative 
works only under a license identical to the license 
that governs your work.
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http:openphoto.nethttp:openphoto.net
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Use It

http:ocw.jhsph.eduhttp:ocw.jhsph.edu
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Anecdotes
• I am teaching a course called Disease and 

Health in Latin America as a junior level 
history course. The readings and lectures on 
line were very helpful in helping me to 
conceptualize the course, its goals, and the 
kinds of sources that might work. - Faculty, 
Ithaca College

• I found some of the statistics presented very 
interesting and will add some to my courses. I 
found the Food Policy issue very interesting 
and wanted to see the outline of the 
presentation. - Faculty, Pennsylvania State 
University
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Anecdotes
• I will use what I learned from JHSPH OCW to 

develop courses for students in a Master of 
Health Care Education Program. - Faculty, 
Western Governors University

• I am an environmental activist because of 
what I know about the health effects of 
pollution. It is true that our homes are a major 
source, but where I live in Texas we have 
very severe air pollution problems. I am 
currently lobbying our state legislators to 
change the laws on pollution in Texas. -
Physician
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Johns Hopkins SPH OpenCourseWare 
is funded by 

The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

Copyright 2007, Sukon Kanchanaraksa, skanchan@jhsph.edu



Thank you

Sukon Kanchanaraksa skanchan@jhsph.edu

APHA Annual Conference 2007

Session 5025.0 
Innovative Public Health Teaching Methods
Wed Nov 7, 2007 8:30 AM-10:00 AM

Marriott Metro Center
Washington D.C.
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