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Presentation OverviewPresentation Overview

Progress in preventing childhood lead poisoning 
in NYC
Profile of childhood lead poisoning in 2006

Lead poisoning among foreign born New Yorkers 
Intervention strategies

Focusing on efforts in the immigrant community 
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Background Background 
NYC Lead Poisoning Prevention ProgramNYC Lead Poisoning Prevention Program

Mission 
Prevent lead poisoning
Promote blood lead testing
Provide intervention services for lead poisoned 
children & lead poisoned pregnant women

Screening Requirements
Required blood lead test at age one and age two
Assessment of children 6 mo-<6 yrs and testing of 
those at high risk 
400,000 blood lead tests per year reported to LPPP
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LPPP Bases its Interventions On Blood LPPP Bases its Interventions On Blood 
Lead Level Lead Level -- ChildrenChildren

Environmental investigation & case management:
Paint hazard inspection of primary & secondary addresses
Risk assessment conducted
Enforcement of environmental orders
Coordination of care with health care providers &  families 
Referrals for lead safe housing as needed

≥ 15 µg/dL
(EIBLL)

Education to  parents &  providers to:
Encourage follow-up testing
Provide lead poisoning prevention information
Provide information on how to contact HPD for an inspection if 
there is peeling paint

10-14 µg/dL
(EBLL)

InterventionBLL
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Dramatic Decline in Number of LeadDramatic Decline in Number of Lead--
Poisoned ChildrenPoisoned Children
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Success Due to Many FactorsSuccess Due to Many Factors

Regulations prohibiting use of lead in:
Residential paint
Gasoline
Canned goods and other consumer products

Housing improvements, including window 
replacement
Education and outreach
Early identification through screening
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Health Effects of Lead Poisoning for
Children and Pregnant Women

Children
Learning problems
Behavior problems

Pregnant Women
High blood pressure
Increased risk of miscarriage
Premature births
Decreased fetal growth
Future learning and behavior problems as child grows
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Lead Poisoning in New York City 2006Lead Poisoning in New York City 2006

2,722 children age 0-18 years newly 
identified with BLLs > 10 µg/dL
800 children age 0-18 years newly identified 
with BLL > 15 µg/dL 
75 pregnant women newly identified with BLL 
> 15 µg/dL
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Profile of NYC Children with 
BLLs > 15 µg/dL

In 2006, of the 800 children with an EIBLL
84% lived in homes built before 1950
44% lived in the borough of Brooklyn
61% were younger than 3 years old
89% were Black, Asian, or Hispanic
18% were foreign-born
77% had a lead paint hazard identified upon 
inspection of their home or secondary address
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Foreign Born Children Disproportionately Foreign Born Children Disproportionately 
Represented Among EIBLLsRepresented Among EIBLLs

Percent of children foreign born
14% of NYC children
18% of NYC EIBLL children 

Most frequently reported countries of birth for 
foreign born children with EIBLLs in 2006

Bangladesh
Haiti
Mexico 
Pakistan
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Age at Identification an Issue Among Age at Identification an Issue Among 
ForeignForeign--born Lead Poisoned Childrenborn Lead Poisoned Children

These children tend to be older at first identification

Foreign born children with lead poisoning were, on 
average, 75 months of age at the time of the earliest 
blood lead test reported for them

US born children with lead poisoning were, on 
average, 18 months of age at the time of the earliest 
blood lead test reported for the them
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Profile of NYC Pregnant Women Profile of NYC Pregnant Women 
with BLLs with BLLs >> 15 15 µµg/dLg/dL

In 2006, of the 75 pregnant women identified with 
BLLs > 15 µg/dL

49% lived in the borough of Queens
72% were Hispanic, 23% were Asian, 5% were Black
99% were foreign born
68% were born in Mexico, 15% in Bangladesh
over 60% lived in the United States less than five years
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Top 5 Countries of Birth Top 5 Countries of Birth 
Pregnant Women with Lead PoisoningPregnant Women with Lead Poisoning

63%9%

5%

3%

3%

17%

Mexico Bangladesh India USA Pakistan Other
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Overview of LPPP InterventionsOverview of LPPP Interventions

Reduce lead hazards in homes and communities (paint 
and non paint sources)
Case coordination and environmental intervention for 
lead poisoned children and pregnant women
Promote testing

Building awareness among health care providers & families

Community outreach and education
Targeting high risk communities and populations
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Community Education and OutreachCommunity Education and Outreach

Targeted bilingual media campaign
Parent talks and staff trainings targeted to areas 
with high rates of lead poisoning
Collaboration with CBOs and local media to 
reach high-risk populations
Provider outreach and education
Increased awareness of literacy, culture and 
language
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Cultural SensitivityCultural Sensitivity

Work with community partners
Cross training staff on relevant issues
Smart translation and “transcreation”
Multicultural staff
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Health Warning SignsHealth Warning Signs
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TranscreationTranscreation ExampleExample
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Community PartnersCommunity Partners

Chhaya Community 
Development 
Corporation
Charles B. Wang 
Community Health 
Center
Asian Americans for 
Equality

Pragati, Inc.
SAKHI
NYU Center for the 
Study of Asian-
American Health
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Community Partners cont.Community Partners cont.

Alianza Dominicana
Latin American 
Integration Center
TEPEYAC NY
Project Hospitality
Mixteca
The Committee for 
Hispanic Children & 
Families

Haitian Americans 
United for Progress
Caribbean Women’s 
Health Association
Arab-American Family 
Support Center
African Services 
Committee
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Community Partners cont.Community Partners cont.

Harlem Children’s Zone
CAMBA
Citizen’s Committee for 
the Children of New 
York
New York Immigration 
Coalition
NYU Center for 
Immigrant Health

Center for Immigrant 
Education & Training, 
LaGuardia Community 
College
Immigration and Health 
Initiative of Hunter 
College 
Mayor’s Office of 
Immigrant Affairs
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Lessons LearnedLessons Learned

Community participation is critical
Simplify messages
Ask questions
There is still plenty we do not know
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Next StepsNext Steps

Continue working with community partners 
serving the immigrant community

Learn more about best to communicate with these 
communities, learn more about exposures and 
interventions

Learn more about lead poisoning in refugee 
population

Data match with BRIA
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