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BackgroundBackground

•• In 2005, YRBSS data indicate:In 2005, YRBSS data indicate:

•• 46.8% of adolescents report having ever had intercourse46.8% of adolescents report having ever had intercourse11

•• 33.9% of adolescents are currently sexually active33.9% of adolescents are currently sexually active11

•• 23.3% reported alcohol or drug use before last 23.3% reported alcohol or drug use before last 
intercourseintercourse11

•• Approximately on in three young women become pregnant Approximately on in three young women become pregnant 
before the age of twentybefore the age of twenty22

•• Few studies examine predisposing factorsFew studies examine predisposing factors

1Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance --- United States, 2005. Surveillance 
Summaries, June 9, 2006 / 55(SS05); 1-108
2National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy analysis of Teen Pregnancy Data. (2006).
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Teen pregnancy & STD rates       Teen pregnancy & STD rates       
(yr. 2000)(yr. 2000)

Source:  CDC; NC SCHS; HIV/STD Prevention & Care
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GoalsGoals & Objectives& Objectives

•• GoalGoal::
•• To describe predisposing factors which may To describe predisposing factors which may 

be associated with adolescentsbe associated with adolescents’’ early sexual early sexual 
behavior, teenage pregnancy, and STD behavior, teenage pregnancy, and STD 
transmission.transmission.

•• ObjectiveObjective::
•• To identify risk factors that predispose teens To identify risk factors that predispose teens 

to early sexual behaviors in Wayne Co, NC.to early sexual behaviors in Wayne Co, NC.
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WayneWayne County, NCCounty, NC

Source:  Constance Mason, Dr. Elci
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StudyStudy PopulationPopulation

•• TargetTarget populationpopulation::
•• Rural & urban Wayne Co. studentsRural & urban Wayne Co. students
•• Enrolled in Wayne Co. SBHCs, during Enrolled in Wayne Co. SBHCs, during 

20052005--06 & 200606 & 2006--0707
•• Ages 10Ages 10--19 yrs.  19 yrs.  (5(5thth –– 1212thth grades)grades)

•• SampleSample populationpopulation::
•• Randomly selected 411 studentsRandomly selected 411 students
•• Systematic samplingSystematic sampling
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SampleSample
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Study InstrumentStudy Instrument
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Data CollectionData Collection
•• No identifying markers were collected or No identifying markers were collected or 

reported.reported.

•• Questionnaires were coded numerically for Questionnaires were coded numerically for 
identification purposes.identification purposes.

•• Data was retrieved from 410 questionnaires.Data was retrieved from 410 questionnaires.

•• Dependent variables for crossDependent variables for cross--sectional studysectional study
•• If a student had ever had sexIf a student had ever had sex
•• Ever been pregnantEver been pregnant
•• Ever had a STDEver had a STD

•• Possible risk factors were exploredPossible risk factors were explored

Copyright 2007, Justin B. Moore, moorej@ecu.edu



•• Descriptive statisticsDescriptive statistics

•• Categorical data analysis methods Categorical data analysis methods 
•• The relationship between sexual activity and risk The relationship between sexual activity and risk 

factors.factors.

•• Unconditional logistic regression models Unconditional logistic regression models 
controlled with  controlled with  
•• ageage
•• racerace
•• gendergender
•• family dynamics (living with both parents, single family dynamics (living with both parents, single 

parent, no parents)parent, no parents)

AnalysesAnalyses
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ResultsResults
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SexualSexual activityactivity byby ageage

•• 26% of students were sexually active26% of students were sexually active
•• Linear trend by ageLinear trend by age
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EverEver hadhad sexsex

•• Students engaged in early sexual activities were 2 Students engaged in early sexual activities were 2 
times more likely to come from black, single parent times more likely to come from black, single parent 
households [OR: 2.0 (95% CI: 1.0households [OR: 2.0 (95% CI: 1.0--4.1)]. 4.1)]. 
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SexualSexual activityactivity inin urbanurban vsvs. . 
ruralrural
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ParentalParental communicationcommunication & & 
familyfamily structurestructure**

*controlled w/students who reported “ever having had sex”.
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OtherOther riskrisk factorsfactors
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ConclusionConclusion

•• Higher risk of early sexual activityHigher risk of early sexual activity
•• Black studentsBlack students

•• Urban studentsUrban students

•• Students from a single parent familiesStudents from a single parent families

•• Students with history of abuseStudents with history of abuse

•• Students who used substancesStudents who used substances

•• Parental communicationParental communication……what is being said?what is being said?
•• Too little too late?Too little too late?
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Questions?Questions?

Copyright 2007, Justin B. Moore, moorej@ecu.edu


