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Overview

¢ Changing legal context in Mexico
¢ Importance of abortion opinien research

¢ Key findings fromi the 2000 and 2006
national pulklic opinion surveys

¢ Next steps
® Policy/ implications
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Abortion In Mexico

¢ In region with the highest rates of unsafe

cl
cl

oL

portion worldwide and the strictest
portion laws

nsaile abortion Is 5thi leading cause of

maternal moxtality* (6=7%; of all maternal
deatis)

¢ ONgoINE access harrers te sale abortion

(1) Source: INEGI/DGI 2006
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Changing legal context for abortion
In Mexico

¢ Abortion laws vary by state; legal in all states in
case of rape

¢ Strong Influence off Cathelic Church
¢ [he Paulina Case” spotlighted gress negation

efilegall abertien

¢ Greater legisiator aceceuniabiity e publiciSInce
200)0)

o Walershed lawpassedinrApiHl O legalizing st
Danester aberiens I VIiexicer Sy,
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Changing legal context for EC In
Mexico

¢ EC added to national family: planning
norms in 2004

¢ 5 dedicated EC products
+ Mexico designated model countiry. by the

International Consortium; fier EC

¢ |Long| tragectony of evidence based
iesearchand training

* Ongoing ambivalence and misiniermation
2IPUEEEC
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Importance of public opinion
research on abortion

¢ Can be a powerful advecacy tool for
albortion-law: reform

+ Mexicans appear to support legal abortion

IN SeMe cases but ambivalence persists

¢ Abortion epiniens vary by age, gender,
education, rural/uriban residence

¢ Instrument design can infllence: results

Copyright 2007, Sandra G. Garcia, sgarcia@popcouncil.org.mx



National public opinion surveys:
2000 and 2006

+ First nationally representative surveys in
Mexico (rural/urban)

¢ 2000: n= 3,000 ages 15-65, +/-1.82%"

¢ 2006: n= 3,513 ages 15-65, +/- 2.00%?
¢ Housenhold surveys, 60-70 guestions
¢ 2000 sunvey iecused on abertien ane EC

¢ 2006 sunveyiincluded sroader healtn
[epIcS;, e.9. medical anertion and HIV/

(1) Garcia et al.,2004 (2) Garcia et al., in progress
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Key findings from 2000 and 2006

O Knew about
abortion laws

80-

70
O Thought it was
60- 0 legal in all cases

50+ I ' B Thought it was
V-

I _ legal in some
40- cases
30- | | O Thought it was

) legal in no cases

20-

[0 Lawmaking and
10+ personal beliefs

0 ' B \Women's views
matter most
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Key findings from 2000 and 2006 (2)

O Life at risk

O Health at risk

B Rape

O Congenital defects

O Minor (<18)

B Lowincome

O Contraceptive
failure

W Single
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Key findings from 2000 and 2006 (3)

801
701
601

50-
O Knows someone
40- who used it

B Would recommend

301 it
20- O Should include in
norms

O Heard of EC

101
0
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Additonal key findings from 2006

¢ Health preblems when abortion should be legal:
— HIV (62%), cancer (52%), alcohoelism (43%)

— Diabetes (33%), suicidal thoughts (21%),
severe depression (20%)

¢ Viore education, Iess religieus; attendance
Signiicanuly/asseciaied Wit

— Viore supperiiofiegal anerien i general ancimn
SPECIIC CASES

= Belieriiatieaisiaiors sholld censid e WomeEn SIVIews
MESHEWAERNEKING 2 EIIBRNEWS
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Additional key findings from 2006 (2)

¢ 8% had
¢ 65% of t

neard of misoprostol
nem knew it could be used to

Induce a

portion

+ Majority thought the government should:
— [lave anti-discriminiatieon laws el peoplie Wit

HIV/AIDS (83%)
— previde:lireeimedicatons (66%)

¢ [Less suppoiit o people with HIV/AIDS te
MaA(49%) and acepichlldrenis4%)

Copyright 2007, Sandra G. Garcia, sgarcia@popcouncil.org.mx



Key trends between surveys

¢ Increased knowledge of abortion laws in
one’s own state in 06" compared to 00’

¢ Increased support for legal aboertion In
SOmMe cases but decreased support in
others in 06’

¢ Greater everall EC knowledge, use, and
SUpPert in 06/
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Results from surveys in Mexico City

¢ Two representative surveys in Mexico City
¢ Apriland May, 2007 (n= 800 each)

¢ Divided epinien over new: law, but slightly: more
sUppert ence law passead (46%, Vs. 43%)

® 649% thoughtlegisiaters should consider
WOEMEN'S VIEWS mMoest WhEn making abertien laws

* 60% Wantedawpassed in alfeirVIeEXIco
® OVer20Y%: slppored ether eioms IRH 2w,
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Next Steps

¢ Further analysis of 2000 and 2006 data
+ State level opinion surveys
¢ Surveys among key groups, e.g. lawyers
¢ Collaboeration with Mexice parthers
0N Media campains and provider trainings
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Policy implications

¢ Continued trend ofi mixed opinion on aboertion
— Strong disapproval of Chureh invelvement

¢ Public appears to favor legal aboertion in moere
cases than state laws: allew

$ SieNE researnch vase and advecacy, elfierts
¢ Viedelflegisiationiin Viexico: City.

¢ Collanoerativereiifens tenmprove public
AWaIrEREss ane acCess
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Thank you!
iMuchas Graclas!

kKWwilsen@pepcouncil.org.nx




