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AbortionAbortion in Mexicoin Mexico

In In regionregion withwith the the highest rates of unsafe highest rates of unsafe 
abortion worldwide and the strictest abortion worldwide and the strictest 
abortion lawsabortion laws
UnsafeUnsafe abortionabortion isis 5th 5th leadingleading cause of cause of 
maternal mortalitymaternal mortality11 (6(6--7% of 7% of allall maternal maternal 
deathsdeaths))
OngoingOngoing accessaccess barriersbarriers toto safesafe abortionabortion

(1) (1) SourceSource: INEGI/DGI 2006: INEGI/DGI 2006
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ChangingChanging legal legal contextcontext for for abortionabortion
in Mexicoin Mexico

AbortionAbortion lawslaws varyvary by by statestate; legal in ; legal in allall statesstates in in 
case case ofof raperape
StrongStrong influenceinfluence of of CatholicCatholic ChurchChurch
The The ““Paulina CasePaulina Case”” spotlightedspotlighted grossgross negationnegation
of legal of legal abortionabortion
GreaterGreater legislatorlegislator accountabilityaccountability toto public public sincesince
20002000
WatershedWatershed lawlaw passedpassed in April 07in April 07’’ legalizinglegalizing firstfirst
trimestertrimester abortionsabortions in Min Mééxico City xico City 
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ChangingChanging legal legal contextcontext for EC in for EC in 
MexicoMexico

EC EC addedadded toto nationalnational familyfamily planning planning 
normsnorms in 2004in 2004
5 5 dedicateddedicated EC EC productsproducts
MexicoMexico designateddesignated modelmodel country by the country by the 
International International ConsortiumConsortium for EC for EC 
Long Long tragectorytragectory of of evidenceevidence basedbased
researchresearch and trainingand training
OngoingOngoing ambivalenceambivalence and and misinformationmisinformation
aboutabout ECEC
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ImportanceImportance of public of public opinionopinion
researchresearch onon abortionabortion

Can be a  Can be a  powerfulpowerful advocacyadvocacy tooltool for for 
abortionabortion--lawlaw reformreform
MexicansMexicans appearappear toto support legal support legal abortionabortion
in in somesome cases cases butbut ambivalenceambivalence persistspersists
AbortionAbortion opinionsopinions varyvary by by ageage, , gendergender, , 
educationeducation, rural/, rural/urbanurban residenceresidence
InstrumentInstrument designdesign can can influenceinfluence resultsresults
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NationalNational public public opinionopinion surveyssurveys: : 
2000 and 20062000 and 2006

FirstFirst nationallynationally representativerepresentative surveyssurveys in in 
Mexico (rural/Mexico (rural/urbanurban))
2000: n= 3,000 2000: n= 3,000 agesages 1515--65, +/65, +/--1.82%1.82%11

2006: n= 3,513 2006: n= 3,513 agesages 1515--65, +/65, +/-- 2.00%2.00%22

HouseholdHousehold surveyssurveys, 60, 60--70 70 questionsquestions
2000 2000 surveysurvey focusedfocused onon abortionabortion and ECand EC
2006 2006 surveysurvey includedincluded broaderbroader health health 
topicstopics, , e.ge.g.. medical medical abortionabortion andand HIVHIV

(1) Garcia et al.,2004 (2) Garcia et al., in (1) Garcia et al.,2004 (2) Garcia et al., in progressprogress
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KeyKey findingsfindings fromfrom 2000 and 20062000 and 2006
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KeyKey findingsfindings fromfrom 2000 and 2006 (2)2000 and 2006 (2)

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

100

2000 2006

Life at risk

Health at risk

Rape

Congenital defects

Minor (<18)

Low income

Contraceptive
failure
Single 

Copyright 2007, Sandra G. García, sgarcia@popcouncil.org.mx



KeyKey findingsfindings fromfrom 2000 and 2006 (3)2000 and 2006 (3)
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AdditonalAdditonal keykey findingsfindings fromfrom 2006 2006 

HealthHealth problemsproblems whenwhen abortionabortion shouldshould be legal: be legal: 
–– HIV (62%), HIV (62%), cancercancer (52%), (52%), alcoholismalcoholism (43%)(43%)
–– Diabetes (33%), Diabetes (33%), suicidalsuicidal thoughtsthoughts (21%), (21%), 

severesevere depressiondepression (20%) (20%) 
More More educationeducation, , lessless religiousreligious attendanceattendance
significantlysignificantly associatedassociated withwith::
–– More support for legal More support for legal abortionabortion in general and in in general and in 

specificspecific cases cases 
–– BeliefBelief thatthat legislatorslegislators shouldshould considerconsider womenwomen’’ss viewsviews

mostmost whenwhen makingmaking abortionabortion lawslaws
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AdditionalAdditional keykey findingsfindings fromfrom 2006 (2)2006 (2)

8% 8% hadhad heardheard of of misoprostolmisoprostol
65% 65% ofof themthem knewknew itit couldcould be be usedused toto
induce induce abortionabortion
MajorityMajority thoughtthought the the governmentgovernment shouldshould::
–– havehave antianti--discriminiationdiscriminiation lawslaws for for peoplepeople withwith

HIV/AIDS (83%)HIV/AIDS (83%)
–– provideprovide free free medicationsmedications (88%) (88%) 

LessLess supportsupport for for peoplepeople withwith HIV/AIDS HIV/AIDS toto
marrymarry (49%) (49%) andand adoptadopt childrenchildren (34%)(34%)

Copyright 2007, Sandra G. García, sgarcia@popcouncil.org.mx



KeyKey trendstrends betweenbetween surveyssurveys

IncreasedIncreased knowledgeknowledge of of abortionabortion lawslaws in in 
oneone’’ss ownown statestate in 06in 06’’ comparedcompared toto 0000’’
IncreasedIncreased support for legal support for legal abortionabortion in in 
somesome cases cases butbut decreaseddecreased support in support in 
othersothers in 06in 06’’
GreaterGreater overalloverall EC EC knowledgeknowledge, use, and , use, and 
support in 06support in 06’’
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ResultsResults fromfrom surveyssurveys in Mexico Cityin Mexico City

TwoTwo representativerepresentative surveyssurveys in Mexico in Mexico CityCity
AprilApril and May, 2007 (n= 800 and May, 2007 (n= 800 eacheach))
DividedDivided opinionopinion overover newnew lawlaw, , butbut slightlyslightly more more 
support once support once lawlaw passedpassed (46% vs. 43%)(46% vs. 43%)
64% 64% thoughtthought legislatorslegislators shouldshould considerconsider
womenwomen’’ss viewsviews mostmost whenwhen makingmaking abortionabortion lawslaws
60% 60% wantedwanted lawlaw passedpassed in in allall of Mexicoof Mexico
OverOver 90% 90% supportedsupported otherother reformsreforms in in lawlaw
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NextNext StepsSteps

FurtherFurther analysisanalysis of 2000 and 2006 dataof 2000 and 2006 data
StateState levellevel opinionopinion surveyssurveys
SurveysSurveys amongamong keykey groupsgroups, , e.ge.g.. lawyerslawyers
CollaborationCollaboration withwith Mexico Mexico partnerspartners
onon media media campainscampains and and providerprovider trainingstrainings
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PolicyPolicy implicationsimplications

ContinuedContinued trendtrend of of mixedmixed opinionopinion onon abortionabortion
–– StrongStrong disapprovaldisapproval of of ChurchChurch involvementinvolvement

PublicPublic appearsappears toto favor legal favor legal abortionabortion in more in more 
cases cases thanthan statestate lawslaws allowallow
StrongStrong researchresearch base and base and advocacyadvocacy effortsefforts
ModelModel legislationlegislation in Mexico in Mexico CityCity
CollaborativeCollaborative effortsefforts toto improveimprove public public 
awarenessawareness and and accessaccess
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ThankThank youyou!!
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