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The Annual Party EventThe Annual Party Event

Description and statisticsDescription and statistics
Safety measures (EMT, Fire, Police)Safety measures (EMT, Fire, Police)
Organized Systematic Prevention BeginsOrganized Systematic Prevention Begins
Annual progression of preventionAnnual progression of prevention
University University vsvs Student PreventionStudent Prevention
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Student SurveyStudent Survey

2,012 students surveyed2,012 students surveyed
Each year represented by 25%Each year represented by 25%

Students age out of the eventStudents age out of the event
Students want a healthier endeavorStudents want a healthier endeavor
Students defined their eventStudents defined their event
Students gave directionStudents gave direction

The first
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Spring WeekendSpring Weekend
(elements of)(elements of)

University Sanctioned University Sanctioned 
Events:Events:
OozeballOozeball
ConcertConcert
End of the year End of the year 
celebration for celebration for 
studentsstudents

University University 
Unsanctioned Events:Unsanctioned Events:
Carriage HouseCarriage House--ThursThurs
CeleronCeleron-- FriFri
XX--LotLot-- Sat Sat 
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UConnUConn’’ss Annual EventAnnual Event
Spring WeekendSpring Weekend

When:  When:  

Where:Where:

Who:Who:

What:What:
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Repeat attendeesRepeat attendees

SophmoreSophmore –– 86%86%

Juniors Juniors –– 65%65%

Seniors Seniors –– 53%53%

Copyright 2007, Thomas Szigethy, thomas.szigethy@uconn.edu



for the purpose offor the purpose of……

Spending time with friends Spending time with friends –– 93%93%
ItIt’’s fun s fun –– 85%85%
To relax and hang out To relax and hang out –– 80%80%
Tradition Tradition –– 78%78%
To drink 75%To drink 75%
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Risk ManagementRisk Management

Police PlanPolice Plan

Fire Department/Fire Department/EMTEMT’’ss

TriageTriage

Hospital alertHospital alert
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Risk FactorsRisk Factors

Alcohol PoisoningAlcohol Poisoning
Sexual assaultSexual assault
Physical assaultPhysical assault
ArrestArrest
InjuryInjury
RiotsRiots
Gang presenceGang presence
Drug traffickingDrug trafficking
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PolicePolice
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EMTEMT’’ss & Safety& Safety
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Reasons for declining attendanceReasons for declining attendance

Loss of interest in activities Loss of interest in activities –– 62%62%

Events get Events get ““out of controlout of control”” –– 54%54%

Too crowded Too crowded –– 44%44%

Just not fun anymore Just not fun anymore –– 39%39%
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What students wantWhat students want

Nearly 1/3 of Students are calling for new  Nearly 1/3 of Students are calling for new  
and safer activities like games to be added and safer activities like games to be added 
to Spring Weekendto Spring Weekend–– (29%)(29%)

Over half of the students want more Over half of the students want more 
nonnon--alcohol related events alcohol related events –– (56%)(56%)
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Students and PreventionStudents and Prevention
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Systematic PreventionSystematic Prevention

University PR and the University PR and the 
real storyreal story
Is there a plan for the Is there a plan for the 
future of the event?future of the event?
How does local media How does local media 
add to the problem?add to the problem?
Finding out what Finding out what 
students thinkstudents think

Bringing students into Bringing students into 
the planningthe planning
Reputation of their Reputation of their 
universityuniversity
What do students What do students 
want from the event?want from the event?
Student choices, Student choices, 
student concerns, student concerns, 
student safety (SL)student safety (SL)
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ConsistencyConsistency

Addressing apathyAddressing apathy
Strategic plan (5 yr plan)Strategic plan (5 yr plan)
Prevention Piece by Piece  Prevention Piece by Piece  
Assessment of prevention effortsAssessment of prevention efforts
Continuity of plan Continuity of plan (building blocks from yr to yr)(building blocks from yr to yr)

Adding elements each yearAdding elements each year
Student SurveyStudent Survey
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Apathy at the UniversityApathy at the University

Long standing eventLong standing event

Years of prevention attempts with no long Years of prevention attempts with no long 
term effectterm effect

Reframing the eventReframing the event
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Strategic PlanStrategic Plan

Addressing ApathyAddressing Apathy
3 to 5 year prevention plan3 to 5 year prevention plan
Increasing hope of resolutionIncreasing hope of resolution
Progressive preventionProgressive prevention
Campus prevention, community Campus prevention, community 
prevention and environmental preventionprevention and environmental prevention

Copyright 2007, Thomas Szigethy, thomas.szigethy@uconn.edu



PreventionPrevention

Campus Campus –– students and professionalsstudents and professionals

Community Community –– Town officials, Fire Dept, Town officials, Fire Dept, 
Police and neighborsPolice and neighbors

Environmental Environmental –– Rural community, Rural community, 
providers, statewideproviders, statewide
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AssessmentAssessment

Evaluation Evaluation –– discussion with each discussion with each 
constituencyconstituency

Reframing measurementReframing measurement––is it failure or is it failure or 
success?success?

Survey of student bodySurvey of student body

Daily CampusDaily Campus
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Quotes from the Daily CampusQuotes from the Daily Campus

We drinkWe drink…… We will drink We will drink –– 20032003
If you gave bloodIf you gave blood-- drink Bloody Marydrink Bloody Mary’’s to s to 
replenish replenish –– ’’0404
The bracelet program will failThe bracelet program will fail-- ‘‘0505
ItIt’’s amazing to see how involved students s amazing to see how involved students 
have become have become –– ’’0606
ItIt’’s very interesting to see how the s very interesting to see how the 
mindset of the event has changedmindset of the event has changed-- ’’0707
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Continuity and FlowContinuity and Flow

Pro Pro vsvs Con of prevention attemptsCon of prevention attempts
Willingness for flexibilityWillingness for flexibility
Change in personnel from year to year Change in personnel from year to year ––
keeping dialogue/education openkeeping dialogue/education open
Input from all sourcesInput from all sources
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Adding ElementsAdding Elements

Adjusting former programs to strengthen Adjusting former programs to strengthen 
impactimpact
Identifying most pressing concern for the Identifying most pressing concern for the 
yearyear
Keeping frustrations lowKeeping frustrations low
Measuring successMeasuring success
Keep talking preventionKeep talking prevention–– squeaky wheel squeaky wheel 
gets the greasegets the grease
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Progression of Themes for the Progression of Themes for the 
EventEvent

Take Back Spring Weekend! Take Back Spring Weekend! 
-- 20052005

I Am I Am UConnUConn, You are , You are UConnUConn
-- 20062006

Our Campus, Our Weekend, Our Our Campus, Our Weekend, Our UConnUConn
-- 20072007
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ResultsResults

Of Service LearningOf Service Learning
Of Environmental Prevention Of Environmental Prevention 
““Strategic Plan ApproachStrategic Plan Approach”” influenced:influenced:

mood of the Professionalsmood of the Professionals
mood of the crowdmood of the crowd

Mobilizing the next stepMobilizing the next step……
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Contact informationContact information

Tom Tom SzigethySzigethy, , Director Director 
Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Department of Alcohol and Other Drug 
ServicesServices
University of ConnecticutUniversity of Connecticut
thomas.szigethy@uconn.eduthomas.szigethy@uconn.edu
860860--486486--94319431
860860--336336--97459745
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