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Why

• Interest in the field has increased, 
communication within the field has been 
more limited

• Improved means of identifying, 
gathering and disseminating relevant 
public health law materials are needed
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Types of materials used in the field

• Federal and state Constitutions, statutes, regulations, 
as well as local ordinances;

• Case law (federal, state and administrative decisions, 
both published and unpublished);

• Legal forms and other model documents and 
contracts;

• Bench books;
• Studies, reports, articles, Model Acts;
• Educational sessions – e.g., presentations, 

workshops, conference proceedings, etc.
• News and news analysis;
• Informal “curbside” consults with professional 

colleagues.
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Goal

• Analyze approaches which might be 
undertaken to coordinate 
communication efforts & generate new 
content

• Focus on electronic means
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Online Lectures: The 
Supercourse

Source: http://www.pitt.edu/~super1/
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Public Health Law Supercourse?

• Early, enthusiastic & active commitment by leaders
• Appropriate resource commitment
• Expert oversight
• Contributions by large # and range of content experts
• Sustained growth, not just added on “special” occasions
• Continuous quality monitoring
• User-friendly interface
• Education, not legal advice
• CLE credit for participants & presenters
• Two tracks – beginner & advanced
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Case Conferences:
AHRQ Web M&M and PSNet

Source: http://webmm.ahrq.gov
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Web M&M

• Monthly case commentaries (3/mo)
– Cases submitted anonymously, content expert 

provides commentary
– Editorial team oversight

• Honoraria for case contributors & writers
• Continuing Education credit for users
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PSNet: Information Portal

Source: http://psnet.ahrq.gov//
Copyright 2007, Daniel J. O'Brien, obriend@dhmh.state.md.us



Online, Case-based PH Law Journal?

• Primary & attainable goal
• Case-based education already 

occurring at live conferences & in 
classroom

• Need to work out jurisdictional 
differences
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Other Options

• Listservs
• Online Collaboration:

Web 2.0 & Wikis
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• Help in-person conferences “go digital”
• Digital champions needed

– APHA, PHLA, CDC, NACCHO, ASTHO, NGOs

• Consistent support and growth
• Creating a Public Health Law Portal

– Collaborate with others in the field

• Development of Online Case Study Journal, 
Webinars, Listservs & Database of information

• Continuing Education Credit Incentives 

Recommendations
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