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Home Issues November 8, 1999 
issue George W. Bush: Calling for Philip Morris

ROBERT DREYFUSS

George W. Bush: Calling for Philip Morris

ARTICLE | pos ted October 21, 1999 (Novem ber 8, 1999 issue) 
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Excerpts fromExcerpts from::
““George W. Bush: Calling for Philip MorrisGeorge W. Bush: Calling for Philip Morris””
““[26,000]Twenty[26,000]Twenty--six thousand Texans will die six thousand Texans will die 
this year from smokingthis year from smoking--related illnesses.  . . . a related illnesses.  . . . a 
fact that seems lost on Gov. George W. Bush.fact that seems lost on Gov. George W. Bush.””

““And if BushAnd if Bush’’s record in Texas is any indication, s record in Texas is any indication, 
should he make it to the White House the should he make it to the White House the 
industry can feel certain that it will have a friend industry can feel certain that it will have a friend 
in the Oval Office.in the Oval Office.””

““Some of BushSome of Bush’’s closest aides are allies of Philip s closest aides are allies of Philip 
Morris . . .Morris . . .”” e.g. Karl Rove e.g. Karl Rove -- PM paid political PM paid political 
consultant, & pro tort reform consultant, & pro tort reform ““. . . one of the . . . one of the 
tobacco industrytobacco industry’’s highest priorities . . .s highest priorities . . .””
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US Policy and TobaccoUS Policy and Tobacco
In an effort to bolster US tobacco trade abroad, In an effort to bolster US tobacco trade abroad, 
the US and the US and ““Big TobaccoBig Tobacco”” worked together to worked together to 
pass the Doggett Amendment pass the Doggett Amendment 
to the Trade Agreement of 1998.to the Trade Agreement of 1998.

Section 301Section 301 : Allows the US to legally challenge : Allows the US to legally challenge 
what it may consider what it may consider ““unfairunfair”” trade practices by trade practices by 
foreign nationsforeign nations

•• KeyKey to lifting trade restrictions on the to lifting trade restrictions on the 
importation of US tobaccoimportation of US tobacco

Beelman M & Z Davidson. 1999. 
Support for tobacco trade: Up in smoke?         
www.afsa.org/fsj
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US Policy and TobaccoUS Policy and Tobacco

•• 1998 1998 –– Tobacco Industry spent Tobacco Industry spent $40$40 million million 
to defeatto defeat comprehensive tobacco legislationcomprehensive tobacco legislation
•• later in 1998later in 1998 –– MSA [Master Settlement MSA [Master Settlement 
Agreement] between the states had Agreement] between the states had no no 
international restrictionsinternational restrictions

•• US Trade GuidelinesUS Trade Guidelines later developed & shared later developed & shared 
with overseas diplomats encouraged them to   with overseas diplomats encouraged them to   
““Assist and promote tobacco control efforts in Assist and promote tobacco control efforts in 
their host countries .their host countries . . . [BUT], . . [BUT], ““ . . . . . . Working from Working from 
the the tobacco industry inserted exceptiontobacco industry inserted exception,  . . . ,  . . . 
it also specified that it also specified that ‘‘discriminatorydiscriminatory’’ national laws, national laws, 
ones deemed ones deemed protectionistprotectionist, were fair game for , were fair game for 
attack.attack.””

Beelman M & Z Davidson. 1999. Support for 
tobacco trade: Up in smoke?      
www.afsa.org/fsj
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www.altria.com
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1847
Philip Morris, Esq., a tobacconist and importer of fine cigars, opens a shop on 
Bond Street in London. 
1854
Philip Morris makes his first cigarette.
1873
The business is taken over by Philip Morris' wife, Margaret, and brother, Leopold 
upon his passing.
1880
Ownership changes, with Leopold Morris buying Margaret's share of the business 
and bringing in a new partner. 
1881
Philip Morris goes public in London.
1885
Leopold Morris joins with Joseph Grunebaum to establish Philip Morris & 
Company and Grunebaum. 
1887
Morris and Grunebaum dissolve their partnership. Company becomes Philip 
Morris & Co. 
1894
Creditors seize control of Philip Morris, and majority control is taken by William 
Curtis Thomson and his family. www.altria.com
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“ . . . so that 
Shareholders can look 
for a good return . . . 
From this 
date.[12/1/1885]

“The business will be taken over . . . 
the 1st December, 1885, so that 
Shareholders can look for a good 
return . . . from this date.”

From UCSF Legacy docs

Bates number

Bates Number
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PM bell-hop graphics/sound permissions:
1) L.D. Pierce, www.bellhop.org
2) Danny Goodwin, archivist

RealPlayer:http://switchboard.real.com/player/email.html?PV=6.0
.12&&title=Old%20Time%20Radio%20Soundbytes&link=http%3
A%2F%2Fwww.old%2Dtime.com%2Fweekly%2Fpmorris.ram
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“I do not believe that nicotine is addictive . . . “ 1994 
Congressional hearing with top tobacco industry CEOs

m1
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Adapted from Gary Larson
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News Releases

Altria Group, Inc. Announces Plans by 
Its Tobacco Subsidiaries to Optimize 
Worldwide Cigarette Production

June, 2007 
www.altria.com
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Altria Group, Inc. Agrees to Acquire John Middleton, Inc. for $2.9 Billion 

November 1, 2007  www.altria.com
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For Immediate 
Release
April 6, 2005

Virginia BioTechnology Research Park announces new $300 million Philip Morris project
Richmond, VA – The Virg inia BioTechnology Research Park announced yesterday that Philip Morris USA will begin construction on a new $300 million 
research and technology center in the Park’s downtown campus. 

“This is a tremendous development for the greater Richmond region and the Virginia BioTechnology Research Park,” said Robert T. Skunda, president 
and CEO of the Park. “The new research center will help us further develop the critical mass that is necessary when growing and attracting the life 
sciences industry, and shows that we have truly become the ‘New East Coast Center for Biosciences’.”

www.vabiotech.com
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““Calling PhilCalling Phil--ipip MorrrMorrr--rrissrriss!!””::

Nurses bearing witness toNurses bearing witness to
corporate greedcorporate greed

Nightingales @ Altria
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The The ““Inner WorldInner World”” of PMof PM

““HoopsHoops”” prior to annual meetingprior to annual meeting
Description of the locationDescription of the location
SecuritySecurity
Groups presentGroups present
SecuritySecurity
Shareholder Questions/StatementsShareholder Questions/Statements
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Letters [from www.henrywaxman.house.gov]
A summary of the documents showing that several tobacco companies targeted 

children
January 29, 1998  Memorandum

To: Members of the Committee on Commerce
From: Hon. John D. Dingell, Ranking Member

Hon. Henry A. Waxman
Hon. Sherrod Brown

Re: Philip Morris Documents on Youth Smoking
Two weeks ago, Rep. Henry A. Waxman 

“ . . . released documents from the nation´s second largest tobacco company, R.J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Co., that demonstrated that RJR had targeted children for 
decades. New documents our offices have obtained demonstrate that the nation´s
largest tobacco company, Philip Morris, has also targeted children. The documents 
are four documents from the 1970s and 1980s. They state that "[t]oday´s teenager is 
tomorrow´s potential regular customer," that "the smoking patterns of teenagers are 
particularly important to Philip Morris," and that "Marlboro´s phenomenal growth rate 
in the past has been attributable in large part to our high market penetration among 
younger smokers... 15-19 year-olds." One document even postulates that "stimulant 
use is virtually a mirror image of cigarette use. It almost looks as though stimulants 
and cigarettes are interchangeable to these kids."

Copyright 2007, Sharon P. Brown, spbrown@uci.edu
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GLOBAL DEMANDS OF PHILIP MORRIS INTERNATIONAL 
IN ADVANCE OF ALTRIA'S BREAKUP 

The prospect of a breakup of Altria that would split Philip Morris USA and Philip Morris International 
into separate companies raises significant concerns about how an independent Philip Morris 

International will operate. Decisions that Philip Morris International makes will have major public 
health ramifications: 

Tobacco is a uniquely harmful product, which kills consumers when used as 
intended;

The World Health Organization estimates that 10 million people will die 
annually from tobacco-related disease by 2030, 70 percent in developing 

countries; 

The combined Philip Morris is the world's largest tobacco multinational;

Measured by units, 80 percent of Philip Morris' sales are outside of the 
United States. 

Philip Morris International must make commitments -- in advance of a 
breakup -- to ensure that the separation of Philip Morris International and 

Philip Morris USA does not worsen the tobacco epidemic. 
www.EssentialAction.org

Copyright 2007, Sharon P. Brown, spbrown@uci.edu
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We call on Philip Morris International and its subsidiaries to commit to: 

1.Adhere to the provisions of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, 
including by ending all advertising and marketing of tobacco products, and ending 
the use of misleading and deceptive terms such as "mild," "light" and "low."

2.Not lobby or work -- directly or indirectly through sponsored organizations or 
otherwise -- on any national or subnational legislative or regulatory proposals to 
ratify the FCTC and/or implement the terms of the FCTC.

3.Not lobby or work -- directly or indirectly through sponsored organizations or 
otherwise -- against legislation or regulation requiring 100 percent smokefree
places.

4.Not invoke provisions of any trade or investment agreement, or urge any 
government to invoke such provisions, to challenge any tobacco control-related law 
or regulation.

5.Extend the European tobacco smuggling agreement to include every country in 
which they operate. **

6.Fully disclose all political contributions, lobbying costs, and charitable/educational 
donations in every country in which they operate.

7.Fully disclose all advertising and marketing expenditures -- as the company now 
is required to do in the United States -- in every country in which they operate.

8.End all sponsorship of "youth smoking prevention programs."

9.Refrain from directly or indirectly placing tobacco products or promoting 
depictions of smoking in movies or other media produced anywhere in the world. 
***

www.EssentialAction.org
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The The ““TruthTruth”” @ PM Annual Meeting@ PM Annual Meeting

Corporate Accountability International Corporate Accountability International 
The Colombian representative of CAI was The Colombian representative of CAI was 
testifying re: illegal PM advertising that was testifying re: illegal PM advertising that was 
rampant in his country:rampant in his country:

PARAPHRASED: PARAPHRASED: ““In my country, there has been a lot of In my country, there has been a lot of 
violence and death; but NOTHING like the numbers of violence and death; but NOTHING like the numbers of 
my people who YOU are killing every day!!my people who YOU are killing every day!!””

CamilleriCamilleri response [paraphrased]response [paraphrased]: As he pulls a : As he pulls a 
Colombian magazine from the podium, Colombian magazine from the podium, ““YOU need to YOU need to 
tell the truth! You say that we illegally advertised on tell the truth! You say that we illegally advertised on 
the back of this magazine; but this [as he shows the the back of this magazine; but this [as he shows the 
back of the magazine] is whatback of the magazine] is what’’s on the back [not PM s on the back [not PM 
advertising] advertising] 

Copyright 2007, Sharon P. Brown, spbrown@uci.edu
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The The ““TruthTruth”” @ PM Annual Meeting@ PM Annual Meeting

Corporate Accountability IntCorporate Accountability Int’’l. l. (cont.)(cont.)

Speaking afterwards with the translator, Speaking afterwards with the translator, 
it was determined [as she asked for & it was determined [as she asked for & 
received the magazine] that it was not even received the magazine] that it was not even 
the right issue!the right issue!

CamilleriCamilleri had successfully recreated doubt  had successfully recreated doubt  --
-- a a keykey tactic utilized repeatedly in many tactic utilized repeatedly in many 
other venues against tobacco control other venues against tobacco control 
advocates by the tobacco industryadvocates by the tobacco industry

Copyright 2007, Sharon P. Brown, spbrown@uci.edu
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More PM Shareholder Q & AMore PM Shareholder Q & A
Question Question 

Following a question by the Colombian representative from Following a question by the Colombian representative from 
Corporate Responsibility International, I had the Corporate Responsibility International, I had the 
opportunity to opportunity to ““pounce onpounce on”” the words from the words from CamilleriCamilleri’’ss
antagonistic response to him regarding antagonistic response to him regarding ““Presenting the Presenting the 
truth in numbers. . truth in numbers. . ””

““Mr. Mr. CamilleriCamilleri & Board, I& Board, I’’m Sharon Brown, a shareholder m Sharon Brown, a shareholder 
from Pittsburgh, PA. Ifrom Pittsburgh, PA. I’’m really glad to hear you say that m really glad to hear you say that 
you want you want truth truth about the numbers, and that you want to about the numbers, and that you want to 
present a strong balance sheet. As I was preparing for this present a strong balance sheet. As I was preparing for this 
meeting, I read a business review article which quoted an meeting, I read a business review article which quoted an 
elderly shareholder who was talking to the reporter at a elderly shareholder who was talking to the reporter at a 
bridge game bridge game –– ““II’’m really glad that all those m really glad that all those stupidstupid people people 
just keep on smoking!just keep on smoking!”” she saidshe said–– a comment with which I a comment with which I 
believe you would agree.believe you would agree.
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SP Brown 2007SP Brown 2007

More PM Shareholder Q & AMore PM Shareholder Q & A
(Q1. continued)(Q1. continued)

Regarding numbers Regarding numbers –– therethere’’s one number that Is one number that I’’d like for all of you to consider d like for all of you to consider ------>>
33--11--66--88--00--00--00--0, or $31.68 million dollars.  Let0, or $31.68 million dollars.  Let’’s see what other things equate to s see what other things equate to 
that same number:that same number:

[from CDC 2006]:[from CDC 2006]:
The potential life lost by men due to smoking causes The potential life lost by men due to smoking causes –– 3.3 million years3.3 million years
The potential life lost by women due to smoking causes The potential life lost by women due to smoking causes –– 2.2. million years2.2. million years
These numbers multiplied by ~10 and 14.4, respectively, equal 31These numbers multiplied by ~10 and 14.4, respectively, equal 31.68 million.68 million

Individual deaths per year from tobacco use, by cause Individual deaths per year from tobacco use, by cause ––
Lung cancer = 124,000Lung cancer = 124,000
Heart disease = 108,000Heart disease = 108,000
Chronic lung disease = 90,000Chronic lung disease = 90,000
These numbers totaled [322,000] X 98.4 = 31.68 millionThese numbers totaled [322,000] X 98.4 = 31.68 million

The number of deaths of men related to cigarette smoking  The number of deaths of men related to cigarette smoking  -- ~260,000~260,000
The number of deaths of women related to cigarette smoking  The number of deaths of women related to cigarette smoking  -- 178,000178,000
These numbers multiplied by 122 and 178, respectively, equal 31.These numbers multiplied by 122 and 178, respectively, equal 31.68 million68 million

These numbers should give one a different perspective of the numThese numbers should give one a different perspective of the number 31.68 million. ber 31.68 million. 
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More PM Shareholder Q & AMore PM Shareholder Q & A
(Q1. continued)(Q1. continued)

The US federal poverty level for a family of four in 2006 was The US federal poverty level for a family of four in 2006 was 
only $19,806. only $19,806. 

The $31.68 million was a conservative estimate of Mr. The $31.68 million was a conservative estimate of Mr. 
CamilleriCamilleri’’ss compensation package last year.compensation package last year.

In conclusion, my questions to you are twoIn conclusion, my questions to you are two: : 
1) Do you agree with the elderly shareholder who stated 1) Do you agree with the elderly shareholder who stated 
““II’’m really glad that all those stupid people just keep on m really glad that all those stupid people just keep on 
smoking!smoking!””, [which I, [which I’’m sure you do, so therem sure you do, so there’’s really no s really no 
need to respond], and need to respond], and 
2) How do you, your employees, and the Board sleep at 2) How do you, your employees, and the Board sleep at 
night?!night?!””

His angry response was something to the effect of His angry response was something to the effect of ““II’’m m 
sorry that your hatred for this company blurs the good that sorry that your hatred for this company blurs the good that 
this company does, and Ithis company does, and I’’m very proud of the employees m very proud of the employees 
that work here.that work here.””
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Field Service Journal,  
Nov. ‘99
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Cast Your Vote            
TODAY!
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Tobacco harvest time
NC Dept. of Agriculture
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