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Purpose

Examine strategies used by fiour industry.
groups to manipulate data on health risks
In Ways that woeuldr enlance: their
credibility and profits.
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Four industry groups, four sets of
health: problems

Tobacco Industry (secondhand smoke)
Lead industry (lead poisening)

Vinyl chloride industry (cancer and: other
diseases)

The “dusty tracdes”™ — mining, foundries,
sandblasting and others (silicosis)
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Data sources

Legacy Tobacco Decuments Library, University.
off Califernia;, San Erancisco

(http://legacy.librany.ucst.eau)

Lead, vinyl chleride and silica industry iInternal
documents provided by Dr. [David Resner,
Columibia University.

Copyright 2007, Jenny White, whitej@pharmacy.ucsf.edu



Methods

Reviewed primary source documents
citedl in 12 scholarly articles relateal to
telhacco Inaustry manipulation off research
— approximately: 300 decuments total.

Reviewed alll decuments provided by Dr.
Rosner.

Coded using Bero’'s categories of
fesearch manipulation.
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Hypothesis

The feur iInadustry groups used similar strategies
10 manipulate data on sk, Including:

e Fund research that supports their interests

e Publish research that supports their interests
e Suppress unfavorable research

e Criticize unfavorable research

e Disseminate favorable research to policymakers
and the lay press
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Fund and publish research:
Tobacco

Philip: Moerris® world-wide ETS Consultants’
Pregram, — the “\Whitecoats”

Lisbon. OQur Suropean consultants have organised and
IEI conduct a major sclentific conference in Lisbon
next month on indoor alr quality in warm ¢limates. More
than 100 sclentiats from throughout the world will

scientific groups — all quite independent of the

industry, and all made peossible by ocur consultants.

scientific groups —— all quite independent of the
industry, and all made fouihla by our consultants.
The papers will be published both in the form of
conference proceedinge and, more selectively, in a
un by one of our consultants. The focus of
Tha faaus Q! arence wlll not be tobacco; rather, the point

the conference will not be tobaecco; rathar; the point
of the conference is tu shew the insi~n ficance of ETS
by emphasising ' -

nd impnrtlnt.
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Fund and publish research:
Lead

4. Lead Poisoning - Hardly a day goes b

L3 y but what this subject
recelves some asttention at the headguarters of the Assaciagian*
We are constantly investigating alleged cases of leaag poison-

ing and endeavoring to correct misstatements about lead polson-

At the request of Dr. Aub of the Harvard Hedical
School, and his associate, Dr. Fairhall, we are contributing

$10,000 to Harvard College to continue the lead investigations
over a two year period. Dr. Pairhs 8 nlannineg to moke

gln,uou to Harvard College to cnﬁtinu- %hu léa& investigations

My conclusion, after consulting various experts in Boston, Washington

provens A- Cre Aub told mo he felt tuat children who have sub-normal appe-
tites, or the disease kncwn as "piza" which cansed them to chew on incdible

articles, were sub-normal to ste wi th
DrOvENs A- LTe AUD told mo he L& DAL O dren who NAVC sub-normal appeé-
tites, cor the disease lxmcwn as "piza" which caisod them to chew on inedible
articles, were sub-normal to start withl
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Fund and publish research:
Vinyl chloride

Manufacturing Chemists Asseciation
meeting, 1/24/1967: Participants agree to
fitind an epidemiolegical study: ofi polyvinyl
chiloride werkers which will
“opefully be expected te... confirm that the

conaition! Is purely: an occlpational disease

and 1IN ne way: affects the general public using
PVC products.”
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Fund and publish research:
Silicosis

If this work were to be centralized in Mellon Institute, 1t
{ could be carried out as a par our alr hyglene research? The director
appointed to handle the investigation would also be the head of the

institution or organization which the industries would set up. In this

" wey, the work could be carried out in & mosi confidential menner as to

the work could b carriod Out 1u & |
_Thﬂ"‘fas f‘uppﬂr‘t-lng tha regsarch and no one would knWamwmr
ek _ F_ﬂ_ﬁ;_g_gnhmﬁpna. _ggigﬂpuuld uld- enabls Tho—orgafi=

At et soundly sstablished, so that if latggﬁaﬁaiﬁhwasqiasirsd‘tﬂ

-%ﬁME*UHuLTT_tHE*HPEH_fHTE#:bulﬁ be arreaged, o —mrTmr—el

E.R. Weidlein, Mellon Institute, an
industry-funded research group, 1935
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Criticize unfavorable research:

Tobacco

Create a sense Evolve issue Pro

pose
of doubt about to total air potential
EPA ETS report solutions

F_ ——

Call
to
Action

Create a sense

of doubt about
EPA ETS report

LABOR LEADERS Flawed science; More potent air
ETS is not biggest quality concerns
issue

Flawed science; More potent air

ETS is not biggest quality concerns
issue
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s efforts on
quality issues

Focus attention on
air quality issues

Focus attention on
air quality issues




Criticize unfavorable research:

American Council on Science and Health (ASCH)

-- funders have included Ethyl Corporation, Exxon, Ford,
Shell, Union Carbide, Dow, Monsanto, etc.

“Claims; of subtie neurebehavieral effects In
childreni due to elevated BLL are not hased on
fixn evidence; many: studies; that attempt to
ink lew-level lead expesure With' learning
disanbilities, hehavioral problems, attention
deficit disorders, and lowered Q' are
complicated by multiple confeunding
socloeconomic and familial factors.”

Posted July 1, 2000

Copyright 2007, Jenny White, whitej@pharmacy.ucsf.edu



Criticize unfavorable research:
Vinyl chloride

Deceit and Denial “represents
the highest standards of the
history profession” — American
Historical Association
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Criticize unfavorable research:
Silicosis

4. Is there a conscientious discrimination between
occupational as opposed to nonoccupational or natural
causes for the disability?

5. Is there constant vigilance in avoiding the expres-
sion of that which is speculation as though it were in
reality a fact? Where substantiating evidence is not
available, are expressions of thought scrupulously
labeled as opinion ? .

6. Is there willingness to frankly admit ignorance
of specific information ?

Thoughtful consideration of these questions should
lead to an appreciation of the great responsibilities of the
medical expert. T city o i 1gn and
lack of knowledge of already established fact are
responsible f i of the medi ert’s
shortcomings. Additional study i 1 ~
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Suppress unfavorable research:
Tobacco

PRIOR TO RECEIPT YOUR TELEX JULY 3 HOYT OF TIRC AGREE{D 70 WITHHOLD DISCLOSURE
BATTELLE REPORT TO TIRC mams OR SAB UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE FROM ME. FINCH
AGREES SUBHISSIOH BATTELLE OR GRIFFITH DEVELOPMEHTB TO SURGEON GENERAL - '

chemag *T

UNDESIR&BLE &ND WE AGREE CONTINUANCE OF BATTELLE WORﬁ'USEFUL BUT DISTURBED

_'-9

.n-.'

AT ITS IHPLIC&TIONS RE CARDIOVASCULAR DISORDERS.

Lawyer, British American
Tobacco, 1963
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Suppress unfavorable research:
Lead

Getting wind of a forthcoming report on the suitability of pla

plastic pi
for potable water supplies in preparation at the University of Michigan, we l:rﬂged
to see the galley proof of the report and, through contacts with secbers of the ad-
visory comittee on the report, were able to securs elimini‘icn of s ouster of state-

ve {were able to securs ellinaticn of & nusber of
pents adverse to the use of lead stabiligers

ak

Lead Industry Association, 1956
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Suppress unfavorable research:
Vinyl chloride

erations. It was judged that possible consumer safety.and

related potentizl hazards would not be pertinent to a

presentation to NIOSH which is concerned with employes
health matters,

3. All references to zse of vinyl chloride in aergsel propellanty

wera remaved, emavad, since it is a minor part of the industry and
is no? a worker-exposure problem except for beauticians and can
fitlara., (This was rémoved at the insistence of UCC and Allisd,

Manufacturing Chemists’ Assn., 1973
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Suppress unfavorable research:
Silicosis

‘meeting would  accomplis

The e -
would be a mader conferenc.

for the severa)

peak the same anguage or understanl
Yints : s )

bk =y % s gToss nusconception.  Mass
N L : & i AN !ll["t.ll'
s are excellent for safety education and propaganda,

hut silicosis requires something quite different. It s far

r:”.':f""!ﬂux' too involved and too little understond 1,
w suted to mass-meeting metheds,
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Disseminate favorable research:
Tobacco

TALKING POINTS
TI'S8 COMMENTS IN RESPFONBE TO
OSHA'SE RFI ON INDOOR AIR POLLUTANTS

Additionally, several independent scientists and wventilation
experts commented separately on technical matters at TI's request.

studies indicate that occupational exposures to ETS are, under
normal conditions, minimal. The available data do not support the
claim that ETS exposure is associated with a statistically
significant increased risk of lung cancer or of other disease.
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Disseminate favorable research:
Lead

PO PLPLIC RATARD PROM LEAD SEPN,

MSXTE SURCOMHITTEE O POLLUTICA TOLD

- ibad y oo ]

PO_PL2LIC RAZARD PFOM LEAD SEFN,

MUEGXTE SURCOMITTEZ ON FOLLUTION TOLD

Vushirgton -= From results of extecsive scleatific laovestigsticos,
"1 can positively assert that lesd cocstitutes oo pudblic heelth haiard in
Americe today,” Pelix . Vormser, former president cf Lead Industrise
Asscciation, today told the Seoate Public VWorks Gubcommittee oo Alr and

¥ater Pollutica.

corducted o 16 ocumiries, including the United States, that found there bas

© been £0 Incresss fn Jead contealnatica 1o the last tvo decsdes. . President, Lead Industry
Association, 1966
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Disseminate favorable research:
Vinyl chloride

“It must lbe' emphasized that the Infermation; develeped
thus fiar does not yet constitute a body of ‘hard data:
on the totality ofi the vinyili chlerde hazard... he
WOrkers Who diediwere expesed te high' levels of vinyl

chiorde for leng periods of time. [A] study...
conauctead by the: Dow: Chemicall Company. at Iits
Midlanaidivision... showed a general cancer Increase
among heavily: expesed Workers (alnoeve 200! parts; per
million on a time-Welghted averaage: for ani elgnt=neur
day) but nene among workers below: that level. No
angiocarcinomas were feund.”

President, Society of Plastics
Industry, to NIOSH, 1974
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Disseminate favorable research:
Silicosis

giene Foundation at its meeting in Pitts-
burgh_ o — ——— T —

~— ~"The_dangerous trades of our fathers
Silicosis Is Not Threat have all but disappeared,” they reported.

Potentially poisonous dusts, fumes

'I:u Wnrk ers' H e ﬂl’“’l . .| and gases can alnd are bcipg used every

-

MEDICINE -

*MOSIS, once great hazard to the Pﬂtﬂmiall ﬁ fumes
health of industrial workers, 1s no IongEf d £ases can ‘%nd are being used every
d threat. ay in modern industry without danger.

T OTCTESEATCIT project mvolving 18 pecessary  to  distinguish  between  the
plants, having operations using millions ilicasis dusr probles in ind -
) Ao - - = = i — . " o ; -
- =m. Not infrequently we find nui
This triumph of scienti -~ Y 2C_gpuisance
protéct wor : “tﬁt%;nirﬁc i tc? he methanical e lurious {o
ote as _announced |he méchanical equipment than to work.

I*_:I Dr. F. R, Holden, W, C. L. Hemeon ferent kinds of dust.”
and T. F. Hatch of the In&ustriarﬁya Science News Letter, November 0, 1946
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Conclusion

The tobacco, lead, vinyl chloride, and silica
Industries used similar strategies to
manipulate research on risk.

Solutions

e Transparency: disclose funding seurces, roles of
SPOMASer, and financial ties; of Investigators and Crtics

o Complete separation; ofi fUnding decisions
and sponsors (Independent scientific panels)

o |nstitutional bans on corporate funding
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Explore industry documents:
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Disseminate favorable research:

The Lead Industries Association in its internal thinking
always met the problem of lead poisoning frankly and fearless Fl n=

The Lead Industries Association in its intermal thinicing has
always met the problem of lead poisoning frankly and fearlessly. Extern-
~eel thal the word ol ithe Lead Industries Association might carry even

We have not attemptea to disseminate a i;zfon;ati *-t;ha. s n‘;;];ed
byt.he soundest scientific, medical and hygienic research we could obtain.

ey T T - S DLV LlUUBLY 1t DOBE1DIA TO P-'rn.nurﬂ- Lhe sarv ces
of any education institution for what wouldbe, in part, publicity or

o == m R WL A W RE TT R W e ook ek Nl W - -

I feel that the word of the Lead Industries Association might carry even
more weight than if some other agenoy, used as a screen, were utilized in
order to do the job for use This point may only be academic, however,

President, Lead Industry Association, 1945
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