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Brandeis University Institute for Child, Youth, and Family Policy

Referral & Engagement of Children from
Child Welfare to Early Intervention Services:
What Works in Rhode Isiand

Partners
O Meeting Street Early Intervention Program
O Rhode Island Department of Human Services (DHS)
O Rhode Island Department of Children, Youth, & Families (DCYF)
O Visiting Nurses Association (VNA) of Care New England
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Presentation Overview

Implementation plan

Initial iImpact
L essons learned
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Implementation Plan

State

Olmplemented developmental screening for
children without presumptive eligibility

OEmployed referral liaison in April 2006
Meeting Street

Olnitiated an internal referral process

ODeveloped an Infant Mental Health initiative
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Initial Impact: Statewide Referrals

Early Intervention Referrals by Source: July 2004 - April 2007
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Initial Impact: Meeting Street Service Engagement
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Initial Impact: Challenges & Facilitators
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Initial Impact: Challenges & Facilitators

Facilitators

OProgress towards service integration
OImplementation plan

OProvider discretion

OAdditional resources
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Lessons Learned

Service integration helped
OReferral liaison facilitated process
OWritten & verbal communication improved
ODelays at decision points reduced
OResources identified & used — personnel, funding
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Lessons Learned

Service plan helped

OlInfant Mental Health initiative was a valued
resource

OProvider expertise & discretion key to
relationships — internal support policies helped

OResources identified & used — personnel, funding
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Lessons Learned

Mandate provided initial leverage for
Improvement

OThe child welfare to early intervention link
needed systematic improvement

OService integration benefits all children &
families

ORules still need fine tuning
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Lessons Learned

Paradigm shift needed for sustained improvement

OBoth systems
Mandated vs. family-centered service paradigm

OEarly intervention
Infant mental health approach

OChild welfare
Developmental approach
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Im afraid youve had a paradigm shift.”
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