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Nuremberg Principles

• War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity (e.g., 
murder, slavery, torture, genocide)

• Personal Responsibility

• “Just obeying orders” no defense (universally 
condemned acts regardless of local law)
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Major Human Rights Documents

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)
• Geneva Conventions 
• International Covenant Civil & Political Rights (ICCPR)
• International Covenant Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights (ICESCR)
• Convention and the Rights of the Child (CRC)

• Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW)
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Universal Declaration
on Bioethics & Human 
Rights (2005)
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• 1. Businesses should support 
and respect the protection of 
internationally proclaimed 
human rights.

• 2. make sure that they are not 
complicit in human rights 
abuses.
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• crimes against humanity
• war crimes
• child labor
• nondiscrimination

• enforcement possible 
through courts
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Health Law, Bioethics & Human 
Rights

• Health Law
f (Nation State)

• Bioethics
individuals and 

professions

• (Health &) Human 
Rights

International law/ethics
Compact of nation   states 
among themselves
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Physician Human Rights 
Groups

• Doctors without 
Borders (MSF)

• Physicians for 
Human Rights 
(PHR)

• IPPNW (PSR)
• Partners in Health
• Global Lawyers and 

Physicians (GLP)
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