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Identification of the problemIdentification of the problem
Community Community 
identified a lupus identified a lupus 
clustercluster
–– Original cluster Original cluster 

of 17 grew to a of 17 grew to a 
total of 68 in thetotal of 68 in the
two studied ziptwo studied zip
codes, 14211 & codes, 14211 & 
1421514215
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Map of the Map of the 
AreaArea

858 E. Ferry has been 
designated a Level 2 
site

Issues:  Fencing, 
signage, proximity 
to a church & school 

Contaminants 
include lead, PCBs, 
VOCs, incinerator
ash

537 W. Delevan

858 E. Ferry

318 Urban St.
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Scientists Invited, Scientists Invited, 
Partnership FormedPartnership Formed

Coalition approach scientists for Coalition approach scientists for 
expert adviceexpert advice
University wrote collaborative University wrote collaborative 
research grantresearch grant
MOU with community coalitionMOU with community coalition
Received funding for 5 years of Received funding for 5 years of 
community participatory researchcommunity participatory research
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Contaminants Identified by DECContaminants Identified by DEC

PCB contamination limited to an area PCB contamination limited to an area 
of 750 square feet caused by of 750 square feet caused by 
historical spill or dumping.historical spill or dumping.
LeadLead contamination significantcontamination significant
-- Surface 149 Surface 149 –– 11500 11500 ppmppm
-- Subsurface 110 Subsurface 110 –– 46700 46700 ppmppm
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Toxin Migration ConcernsToxin Migration Concerns
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Soil SamplingSoil Sampling

Community Community 
members members 
sample soil sample soil 
around the around the 
Superfund Superfund 
site to site to 
confirm confirm 
migration off migration off 
site.site.
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Sampling ResultsSampling Results
Mercury and Arsenic levels not high Mercury and Arsenic levels not high 
enough for remediation concern. enough for remediation concern. 
The results should be discussed.The results should be discussed.
Lead levels very low on BMHA siteLead levels very low on BMHA site
Lead levels typical for Carl Street sites, Lead levels typical for Carl Street sites, 
not of concern although some simple not of concern although some simple 
cleanup can be donecleanup can be done
Lead levels on street side quite high; this Lead levels on street side quite high; this 
area needs to be considered for area needs to be considered for 
remediationremediation
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Proximity to toxic waste Proximity to toxic waste 
Superfund siteSuperfund site
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Capacity BuildingCapacity Building

Through Community educationThrough Community education
on:on:
–– Toxic WasteToxic Waste
–– Health impactHealth impact
–– Research participationResearch participation
–– DEC proceduresDEC procedures
–– Environmental JusticeEnvironmental Justice

IssuesIssues
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DEC Public MeetingDEC Public Meeting
Community Suggests Community Suggests 

Alternate PlanAlternate Plan
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5 Remediation Options Offered5 Remediation Options Offered
No Action at a cost of $0 = remain hazardous No Action at a cost of $0 = remain hazardous 
with no use with no use 
Soil Excavation & removal to a landfill with a cap Soil Excavation & removal to a landfill with a cap 
on site = industrial use. $35 millionon site = industrial use. $35 million
Partial excavation and consolidation on site = Partial excavation and consolidation on site = 
Cap waste on site with some beneficial use. $1.6 Cap waste on site with some beneficial use. $1.6 
millionmillion
OnOn--site soil washing technology ( effectiveness of site soil washing technology ( effectiveness of 
technology uncertain)= Unrestricted use of on & technology uncertain)= Unrestricted use of on & 
off site. $50 millionoff site. $50 million
Excavation of soils from offExcavation of soils from off--site, partial site, partial 
consolidation onconsolidation on--site and partial disposal = on site and partial disposal = on 
site with cap for industrial use and some site with cap for industrial use and some 
beneficial use. $16 millionbeneficial use. $16 million
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Community Recommendation ChosenCommunity Recommendation Chosen

Remove contaminated soil from the Remove contaminated soil from the 
site to achieve a clean up goal used site to achieve a clean up goal used 
for unrestricted future use and for unrestricted future use and 
remove contaminated soils from offremove contaminated soils from off--
site properties to achieve a clean up site properties to achieve a clean up 
goal used for industrial/commercial goal used for industrial/commercial 
use as it is currently zoned.use as it is currently zoned.
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Rod Amendment Rod Amendment 
March 2005March 2005

Design Start in Design Start in 
April 2005April 2005

Design end by Design end by 
September 2005 September 2005 

Excavation Excavation 
Began April Began April 
20062006

Scheduled Scheduled 
Completion Completion 
November 2007November 2007
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County in Budget Crisis

County in Budget Crisis
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Highest in New York StateHighest in New York State

Three zip codes in Buffalo Three zip codes in Buffalo 
have the highest rates in new have the highest rates in new 
York State of lead incidence York State of lead incidence 
in children between 1996 and in children between 1996 and 
1999.  Those zip codes are: 1999.  Those zip codes are: 
14208, 14209, 14208, 14209, *14211*14211 and and 
14212.14212.
–– *location of the Site*location of the Site
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Community EngagementCommunity Engagement
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Press ConferencePress Conference
Voices Big and Small Speak Out
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Church Takes Action Church Takes Action 
On Sunday morning On Sunday morning 
from the pulpit Pastor from the pulpit Pastor 
Darius Darius PridgenPridgen asked asked 
his congregation to his congregation to 
call their County call their County 
Legislators and Legislators and 
request the funding request the funding 
for childhood lead for childhood lead 
screening be restored.  screening be restored.  
Over Over 10001000 calls were calls were 
made to the made to the 
legislature.legislature.
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County Legislators Announce County Legislators Announce 
Resolution  to restore FundingResolution  to restore Funding
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How government policy was changedHow government policy was changed

DEC policy & proceduresDEC policy & procedures
–– Community education  Community education  

workshops and information workshops and information 
sharing built capacitysharing built capacity

County health policyCounty health policy
–– Informing & mobilizing the Informing & mobilizing the 

communitycommunity

Political processPolitical process
–– Understanding laws & Understanding laws & 

rights, facts to substantiate rights, facts to substantiate 
and working with elected and working with elected 
officials and the press.officials and the press.
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