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University of Pittsburgh Center for 
Public Health Preparedness 

(UPCPHP)

Linking academic and practical expertise to state and local 
health agency needs to strengthen public health 

preparedness and response
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Disaster Preparedness for 
School Nurses Training

National Association of School Nurses (NASN) existing 
curriculum

Covers disaster preparedness, mitigation, response, 
recovery, & emerging diseases
Continuing education
Audience specific
Highlights role of school nurse as first responder

Total trained for Year 1 = 352 school nurses during 8 
trainings!
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Training in Demand!
Evaluation data 
indicated trainees rated 
training highly & wanted 
more offerings for 
colleagues & 
administrators
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UPCPHP & NASN partnership 
for more trainers

Training of Trainers on December 6, 2006
4-6 PA school nurses, others from out of state up to 10
Prerequisite – completed Disaster Preparedness for School 
Nurses
UPCPHP covered travel, lodging, & per diem for PA school 
nurses; arranged training location & facility fees
NASN provided training materials, instructor, & travel, 
lodging, & per diem for instructor
NASN gives PA trainers priority to PA trainings
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School Nurse Trainers
7 PA school nurses (current 
total = 8 in PA)
Current & active 
NASN/PASNAP membership
Current nursing license
Previous attendance at a 
Disaster Preparedness for 
School Nurses training
Educational prep. (min. 
bachelor’s degree, master’s 
preferred)
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Experience in emergency care 
&/or disaster prep.
Experience in teaching &/or 
public speaking
Written commitment of school 
district in support of candidate
Computer skills to provide 
Power Point presentation
Agreement to conduct trainings 
with fidelity & to follow 
through with outlined 
expectations

School  Nurse Trainers
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Star Map – color coded for 
NASN & locally managed
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Expanding Training to School 
Administrators

Based on –
Consistent requests in evaluations
Decision makers in the schools
Preparedness has to include more than the school nurse

Conferences – what schools need to know about public 
health preparedness
Incident Command System/National Incident 
Management System (ICS/NIMS) training 
Individual requests
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ICS/NIMS Training
Started in ’06-’07 in response to Jan 23, 2006 memo from 
PA Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) to school 
districts instructing them to be NIMS compliant if in 
receipt of federal prep funds

Recommended by Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools
Partner with local Emergency Management Agency 
(EMA) to deliver ICS/NIMS component, UPCPHP adds 
public health perspective
Participants take actual Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) exams 
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ICS/NIMS Training 
Evaluation

2 trainings with local school 
organizations
Evaluation quotes:

Participants learned “the 
importance of communication, 
collaboration, and coordination 
in an emergency”
Participants “learned how to 
set up command and take 
action”
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Thank you

Stefanie P. Junker
junkers@edc.pitt.edu

www.prepare.pitt.edu

UPCPHP@pitt.edu
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