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Public health emergencies

e Thess in public health emergencies moral
principlesthat are common in ‘normal’
circumstances may be overruled or set asde
by other consderations.

e DISCUSSC
thess—0

Ifferent poss ble explanations of
Ifferent justifications for policies—

different

evelsof crigs

M ore questions than answers
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|nfluenza pandemic: example

e Global emergency, magnitude unknown

e Action plansto prepare and reponse (hence
mitigate chaos)

e \WHO background reports on ethical 1ssues
— Public health interventions
— Health care professionals’ duty to care
— Distribution of scarce resources
7, International cooperation
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e Main conflicts between
— but also sources of justification for policies:

e Regpecting human rights, fairness and equity
(deontological approach)

e Maximizing protection againg influenza and
effects on welfare (consequentialist approach)
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In emergencies: justified to bypass
rights for the common good ?

e Many lives at sake, immediate action necessary

e However:
— Protection of rightsis acommon good.

— Public health measures: high stakes also in non-
emergency settings

— Consequentialist approach requires information about
expected consequences, difficult in pandemic

— No time to deliberate about rights ? - preparedness plans
iz, should avoid that
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Extraordinary measures may find
justification in ‘common’ framework

E.g. principlesfor allocation of scarce resources

DO most good (maxi mise protection) with
Imited resources

Digtribute protection in equitable way

ngtall and follow fair proceduresthat
enhance accountability
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Some extraordinary measures may be
Justified within ‘common’ framework

e Antiviral drugs and vaccination for life-
saving pandemic respondersfirs

e Vaccination: prioritiang children (as
spreaders) over personsfor whom infleunzais
most dangerous (?)

» Medical care: withdrawing mechanical
ventilation from patient A in order to Sart
«Jreating patient B who may recover faster
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Critique

e Inreal crisesthere may be no posshbility for
any form of reasonable priority setting

e ‘Fairness, and ‘ maximizing the good’ may
be meaningless in complete chaos.
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Different levels of crisis ?

e ‘Normal circumstances of public health

e Crigsl, but sill possble to find reasonable
justification within basc moral framework

e Crigsll, where the posshbility for having
reasonably justified practicesisat risk (e.g.
some level of public order)

e Complete chaos
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Questions

e |Sit possbleto diginguish levelsof crids
which may require different ethical responses
and justifications?

e Do pandemic preparedness plans take such

levelsinto account; and decis ons about
switching from one level to another?

e |sthere sill a place for morality in a complete
«griss’chaos, or If such chaosisimminent?
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No answers - discussion?

e \WWHO Reportsethics & pandemic influenza
— www.who.int/ethics

e Mall me:
- M.F.Verwelj@uu.nl
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