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Abortion Access in California

• CA considered a pro-choice state, with 
broad constitutional right-to-privacy 
protection

• Previous efforts by the state legislature 
to restrict abortion access for teens 
overturned by CA Supreme Court

• Attempts to restrict access through 
ballot initiatives– process through which 
the people have the power to propose 
statutes and amendments to the 
California Constitution 
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Proposition 73
• Parental notification initiative qualified for 

November 2005 ballot
• Special election called by Governor 

Schwarzenegger
• Campaign for Real Teen Safety–

statewide coalition promoting
No on 73

• Reproductive justice, civil rights, 
women’s rights groups, students,
teachers, nurses, doctors

• 73 defeated 53% to 47%
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Proposition 85

• Qualified for November
2006 election

• Like Prop 73, would amend CA Constitution 
to require parental notification and a 48-hour 
waiting period prior to a minor’s abortion 

• Again, broad, diverse coalition defeated the 
legislation-- 54% to 46%

• Reproductive justice, civil rights, and 
women’s rights organizations, labor, clergy, 
teachers, students, nurses, doctors
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Why Doctors Oppose Prop 85

• We want families to communicate about 
medical treatment, but doctors need to 
be able to be there when they can’t

• The parental notification initiative is a 
threat to public health

• The medical community is united 
against laws like this because they 
jeopardize young women’s health and 
don’t work.
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Medical Associations Opposing 
Proposition 85
• ACCESS: Women's Health Rights 

Coalition
• American Academy of Pediatrics –

California
• National Health Law Program
• Riverside County Medical Association
• American College of Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists
• San Francisco Community Clinic 

Consortium
• American Medical Women's Association, 

IX
• San Francisco Human Services Network
• California Academy of Family Physicians 
• San Francisco Medical Society
• California Black Women's Health Project
• Santa Barbara County Medical Society
• California Medical Association
• Society for Adolescent Medicine, 

Northern CA Regional Chapter

• California Nurses Association
• California Pan-Ethnic Health Network
• Society for Adolescent Medicine, 

Southern CA Regional Chapter
• California Physician Alliance
• California Primary Care Association
• Women's Health Specialists, Chico
• California School Health Centers
• Women's Health Specialists, Redding
• Girlfriend's Medical Group, Inc.
• Women's Health Specialists, 

Sacramento
• Health Information Specialist Public 

Health
• Women's Health Specialists, Santa 

Rosa
• Healthcare for all - San Francisco
• Marin Medical Society
• Maternal and Child Health Access 
• Medical Students for Choice, UCLA
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Prop 85: Physician Advocacy
• Monthly planning calls with medical associations
• PRCH Trainings for physicians, residents, 

medical students in San Francisco, Oakland, 
Portola Valley, Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Sacramento

• Outreach to other docs, residents, med students 
• Media exposure to educate voters about the 

issue
• Expert testimony
• Blogging
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Promoting Parental Notification for 
Abortion: Misuse of Data

secret abortions!

New academic study shows positive 
results of parental involvement laws 

in protecting young girls from 
dangerous sexual activity 

The researchers found that teen 
gonorrhea rates dropped by an average 
of 20 percent for Hispanic girls and 12 
percent for white girls in states where 

parental notification laws were in effect.

Really?
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