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Highest Maternal Mortality In
Central America

Mortalidad Materna en Guatemala en comparacién con
paises latinoamericanos

Agistencia del parto por personal competente
segun lugar de residencia y grupo étnico
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Guatemala Honduras Nicaragua El Salvador Mexico Costa Rica

Fuente: Guatemala. Encuesta Nacional de Salud Materno Infantil 2002.
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Global Fertility Index: Down 2.7
points In 52 years

Tasa Global de Fecundidad (1950-2002)
No. de hijos/mujer en edad reproductiva
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Average Unsatisfied Need for
Family Planning Services in Women
15-49 years old: 27.6%

Necesidad de servicios de planificacion familiar de mujeres en
union de 15-49 afios, por etnia, procedencia y escolaridad (2002)
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Advances in Sexual and
Reproductive Health

m | egal framework for sexual and
reproductive health since 2001

m Specific financing for the National
Reproductive Health Program

- 15% of tax on alcoholic beverages
earmarked for reproductive health, 2003

- Line 05 of 13 Program for Services.
Budget from the Ministry of Health and
Social Services, in 2006
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Political Process of the Law

Nov. 16,
2005

Dec. 21,
2005

Jan 31,
2006

Feb 6,
2006

March
17, 2006

April 6,
2006

May 9,
2006

Legislative approval of Decree 87-2005 by an absolute
majority (only 3 votes against it)

Executive veto. Argument: Duplicity,
unconstitionality, lack of funding

Legislative, breaking the State of Rights. With 92 votes
orders publication

CC Executive protection

CC Presentation of the Support Document from CDH,
REMUPAZ, AGMM

CC Protection lifted, sentto Congress for publication

Family Planning Law published and enforced
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Family Planning Law

e — L “The Government is afraid of the church.
__CITAS ..
OELASEMANA They are cowards, and submissive and
= they don’t drive the issues that the
population really needs.

Armando Aragon, MD
= Representative in favor of
05 gobiernos son temero- the Family Planning Law

| 805 de las iglesigs, Son co-

I bardes, se pliegan y ng im- Decree 87-2005

pulsan lo que necesitq I po-
| blacign”, :

| Armando Aragén, de Ja Gana,
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Forming Alliances between

m Meetings between
women’'s
organizations to

secure support for the
law

m 110 organizations join
the advocacy process
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PreENsA LIERE : Guatemala,

"SLOGANS:

FLANIFIC

uj
za
march:

frente al Palacio

ona ] iy
la Cultura, la Catedral Metro- I

politanavla

CasaPresi- |[quiie
dencial, para

pedirquese [}

sancionela  RENG Ot EE| | |
leydeplani- |

ficaciénfa-

miliar sin

“Queremosun Estadolai- ||
co”, decfan las participantes |
de lamarcha. [

“We want a Lay State”

“Remember that the veto
counts for the vote”

“Women propose, The State
doesn’t guarantee,

he Church doesn’t get
Involved”
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Public Forums

m Special guests invited
by Catholics for Free
Choice, supporting
awareness with

Guatemalan women
who are largely
Catholic

Invited Guest: Pilar Sanchez from
Mexico
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EL PERIODI(

WGM&MN‘I ala, jueves 17 de noviembre de 2005

Aprueban Ley de Accesoy
iServi(:ios de Planificacion Familar

\lgunos diputados se
yponen, ya que asegu--
ran que fomentara el
aborto.

rﬂDDRI GO ESTRADA
el Periddico

on mis de 110 votos, el
‘ Congreso aprobd ayer la

Ley de Acceso Universal
y Equitativo de Servicios de
Planificacion Familiar y su inte-
gracién en el Programa Nacional
de Salud Sexual y Reproductiva.

El mismo asegura el acceso
a los servicios de planificaciin
familiar a través de la informa-
cidn, la asesoria, la educacion y
la provision de métodos de pla-
nificacion.

Aunque el martes las banca-
das se habian comprometido a
aprobar iinicamente en tercera
lectura el proyecto, una mocion
privilegiada presentada por la
bancada eferregista y apoyada
por la mayoria de partidos logrd
que se aprobara por articulos y

At e FTmn]

EL PROYECTO, aprobado
métodos de planificacion a las mujeres y a

g
con esto las muyje-
res pueden decidir
cuantos y cudndo
quieren lener a sus
hijos” .

con mayoria legislativa, busca asegurar el acceso a los
dolescentes en las entidades de salud.

No estoy de
acuerdo porque no
se establece una
regulacion para la
utilizacion de los
anticonceptivos

- Carlos Guerrero,

mportantes

- Zury Rios,
diputada del FRG

“La iniciativa
busca imponer
un control a las
farmifias pobres y
esto no se pude
permitir’”,

- Rolando Morales,

dente del
Congreso.

EX pres
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diputado BIEN

DATOS D
) '-E.:- Bl)s

1 El objeto es asegurar el
macceso ala poblacion de lo!
servicios de planificacion familii
en todos los establecimientos
piblicos de salud.

2 La ley se destina a las muj
mres, adolescentes, parejas
hembres del drea rural, para qu
tengan acceso ala planificacion
familiar.

El Ministerio de Salud dely
mgarantizar mantener méto
dos modernas de esparcimiente
de embarazo enla red piblica.
También debe mantener exister
cia de anticonceptivos, segln la
demanda que se tenga.

4 Debe planear estrategias
mpara garantizar ofertas
de servicios de planificacidn. E
Ministerio de Salud tiene que re
lizar actividades de informacic
educacitn y comunicacion.

5 Habla de la estrategia esp
mcial para adolescentes, en

donde ef Ministerio de Educacic
y el Ministerio de Cullura deber
promover estos métodos.

El Ministenio de Educacion
mdebe incluir dentro del cur
culo contenidos sobre sexualida
y embarazo precoz no deseado
como factores que contribuyen
la martalidad materna infantil,



Health Fair & Proclamation of
the Family Planning Law

e VIDA

NIFIC AL N K
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Follow-on Meetings

m To develop the
regulation of the FP
Law

m To develop a strategic
plan

m o form a united front
In the face of a
conservative and
machista society

m For social supervision
m To celebrate life

Copyright 2007, Rossana Cifuentes, rcifuentese@yahoo.com



What does the Family Planning Law
Offer Women?

It forces the health sector ( Guatemalan Institute of Social Security
and other NGO’s) to offer information that is truthful and
timely, counseling and services to those who seek them (Art.
11), with a priority for rural populations who speak different
languages.

Assures the SUSTAINABILITY of family planning by ordering a

budgetary certificate and does not depend solely on external
donations nor ideologies of decision makers.

Creation of the NATIONAL COMISSION FOR THE
ASSUREMENT OF CONTRACEPTIVES CNAA, where the
women’s organizations participate.

Supports the a DECREASE OF MATERNAL AND INFANT
MORTALITY
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| essons Learned

m Alliances, united on common issues, respectful
In their diversity, (more than 110 organizations
In the non-governmental sector)

m Social support for the topic ( to inform)

m Alliances with the Legislature and the Ministries
of Health (on the topic)

m Clarity of the message, management of
standardized information

m Management of the opposition, a strategy to
keep In mind always

m Political analysis and constant monitoring
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