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Highest Maternal Mortality in Highest Maternal Mortality in 
Central AmericaCentral America

Asistencia del parto por personal competente 
según lugar de residencia y grupo étnico

Fuente: Guatemala. Encuesta Nacional d e Salud Materno Infantil 2002.

Mortalidad Materna en Guatemala en comparación con  
países latinoamericanos
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Global Fertility Index:  Down 2.7 Global Fertility Index:  Down 2.7 
points in 52 yearspoints in 52 years

Tasa Global de Fecundidad (1950-2002) 
No. de hijos/mujer en edad reproductiva
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Average Unsatisfied Need for Average Unsatisfied Need for 
Family Planning Services in Women Family Planning Services in Women 

1515--49 years old: 27.6%49 years old: 27.6%
Necesidad de servicios de planificación familiar de mujeres en 

unión de 15-49 años,  por etnia, procedencia y escolaridad  (2002)
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Advances in Sexual and Advances in Sexual and 
Reproductive HealthReproductive Health

Legal framework for sexual and Legal framework for sexual and 
reproductive health since 2001reproductive health since 2001
Specific financing for the National Specific financing for the National 
Reproductive Health ProgramReproductive Health Program
–– 15% of tax on alcoholic beverages 15% of tax on alcoholic beverages 

earmarked for reproductive health, 2003earmarked for reproductive health, 2003
–– Line 05 of 13 Program for Services.  Line 05 of 13 Program for Services.  

Budget from the Ministry of Health and Budget from the Ministry of Health and 
Social Services, in 2006Social Services, in 2006
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Political Process of the LawPolitical Process of the Law
Nov. 16, 

2005
Legislative approval of Decree 87-2005 by an absolute 
majority (only 3 votes against it) 

Executive veto.  Argument:  Duplicity, 
unconstitionality, lack of funding

Legislative, breaking the State of Rights. WIth 92 votes 
orders publication 

CC Executive protection

CC  Presentation of the Support Document from  CDH, 
REMUPAZ, AGMM

CC   Protection lifted, sent to Congress for publication

Dec. 21, 
2005

Jan 31, 
2006

Feb 6, 
2006

March 
17, 2006

April 6, 
2006

Family Planning Law published and enforcedMay 9, 
2006
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“The Government is afraid of the church.  
They are cowards, and submissive and 
they don’t drive the issues that the 
population really needs.  

Armando Aragón, MD
Representative in favor of 

the Family Planning Law
Decree 87-2005

Family Planning Law
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Forming Alliances between Forming Alliances between 
WomenWomen

Meetings between Meetings between 
womenwomen’’s s 
organizations to organizations to 
secure support for the secure support for the 
law  law  
110 organizations join 110 organizations join 
the advocacy processthe advocacy process
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SLOGANS: 
“We want a Lay State”

“Remember that the veto 
counts for the vote”

“Women propose, The State 
doesn’t  guarantee,    
The Church doesn’t get 
involved”
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Public ForumsPublic Forums

Special guests invited Special guests invited 
by Catholics for Free by Catholics for Free 
Choice, supporting Choice, supporting 
awareness with awareness with 
Guatemalan women Guatemalan women 
who are largely who are largely 
CatholicCatholic

Invited Guest: Pilar Sánchez from 
Mexico
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Health Fair & Proclamation of Health Fair & Proclamation of 
the  Family Planning Lawthe  Family Planning Law
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FollowFollow--on Meetingson Meetings

To develop the  To develop the  
regulation of the FP regulation of the FP 
LawLaw
To develop a strategic To develop a strategic 
plan  plan  
To form a united front To form a united front 
in the face of a in the face of a 
conservative and  conservative and  
machistamachista societysociety
For social supervisionFor social supervision
To celebrate lifeTo celebrate life
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What does the Family Planning Law What does the Family Planning Law 
Offer Women?Offer Women?

It forces the health sector ( Guatemalan Institute of Social Security 
and other NGO’s) to offer information that is truthful and 
timely, counseling and services to those who seek them (Art. 
11), with a priority for rural populations who speak different 
languages.

Assures the SUSTAINABILITY of family planning by ordering a 
budgetary  certificate and does not depend solely on external 
donations nor ideologies of decision makers. 

Creation of the NATIONAL COMISSION FOR THE 
ASSUREMENT OF CONTRACEPTIVES CNAA, where the 
women’s organizations participate.   

Supports the a DECREASE OF MATERNAL AND INFANT 
MORTALITY
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Lessons LearnedLessons Learned

Alliances, united on common issues, respectful Alliances, united on common issues, respectful 
in their diversity, (more than 110 organizations in their diversity, (more than 110 organizations 
in the nonin the non--governmental sector)governmental sector)
Social support for the topic ( to inform)Social support for the topic ( to inform)
Alliances with the Legislature and the Ministries Alliances with the Legislature and the Ministries 
of Health (on the topic)of Health (on the topic)
Clarity of the message, management of Clarity of the message, management of 
standardized information  standardized information  
Management of the opposition, a strategy to Management of the opposition, a strategy to 
keep in mind always keep in mind always 
Political analysis and constant monitoringPolitical analysis and constant monitoring
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