Don’t let politics trump
medicine:

Protecting abortion access
in South Dakota




Learning Objectives

m Discuss the impact of abortion prohibition on
women’s health

m Describe the current challenges facing evidence-
based reproductive health policy

m Consider the role of physicians in moderating
extremist health policy
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The South Dakota Abortion Ban

m Banned all abortions at all gestational ages for all
women except to prevent death ot mother

m Class 5 felony for physicians
m No penalties for pregnant women
m Emergency contraception specifically allowed

m Based on conclusions of SD Task Force to

Study Abortion
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Political Landscape of South Dakota
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Very Conservative State

m Voters predominately Republican
m Pragmatic, non-ideological, libertarian

m Both state houses overwhelmingly Republican
and tend toward very conservative

m National legislative slate predominately
Democratic

m Governor 1s very conservative, Catholic,
Republican (favors incremental abolition of
abortion)
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Abortion Access in SD

m Flective Abortions up to 12 weeks at single
clinic in Sioux Falls

m Fewest abortions in nation (805 in 2005)

m State directed counseling requirement

m 24 hour waiting period

m Mandatory parental notification
m Public funding only for life endangerment

m Environment of intimidation for providers
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SD Task Force to Study Abortion
directed to study:

The p.ractice f)f %bOl’tiOﬂ m Relationship of woman and
since its legalization oy

The body of knowledge Workable method to waive

about .development and . right to relationship with the
behavior of the #nborn child childP

The societal, economic, and Pain experience of unborn
ethical impact and effects i

The degree to which abortion
decisions are voluntary and
informed

Effects on health of mother
and subsequent life

Need for protection of rights
of women

Interest of state or mother or

child to justify law changes
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Legislative Findings

(4

B “...as a matter of scientific fact that abottion
terminates the life ot a whole, separate, unique,
living human being.”

m “...pregnant women contemplating termination
are...most often under stress and pressures
from...other persons.”

m “there exists a special need for the protection of
rights of...pregnant women. p. 6
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Task Force Report

m [atally flawed in structure and procedure

m 2/3 members anti-abortion ideologues

m Report authored with no input from minority
m Only anti-abortion testimony included

m Dissenting testimony dismissed as not credible
m Essentially a litany of anti-abortion propaganda

m Several members walk out in public protest
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Regarding ACOG
(Practice Bulletin #26:)

m “ACOG 1nexplicably states °...the medical

literature. . .clearly demonstrates no credible
negative impact...with surgical abortion.’

ACOG does not provide credible suppott...and

we fear that political considerations...has (sic)
interfered with the ability of some to provide
objective study of...the health of women.”

p. 49
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Abotrtion Ban Impact on
Women’s Health

m No exceptions for rape or incest victims

m No exceptions for health complications
= Cancer patients

® Heart complications
= PPROM patients

m No exceptions for lethal anomalies

® Anencephaly, trisomy fetuses

m [.imited access becomes no access

m Self-abortions
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My Political Initiation
(or SD Politics 101)

m Task Force testimony

m House State Affairs Committee testimony
m Senate State Affairs Committee testimony
m Opinion column in local newspaper

m Co Chair SD Campaign tor Healthy Families
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Physician Action

m Physicians for Reproductive Choice and Health

m American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists

m South Dakota State Medical Association (AMA)

m Public rallies, radio and television advertising,
editorials

B News media interviews
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i

supports ban

By Ryan Woodard
Journal Staff Writer

RAPID CITY — Just over a
week after a group of South
Dakota doctors specializing in
women's reproductive health
urged voters to reject Referred
Law 6, another group of doc-
tors has formed a group sup-
porting the controversial meas-
ure.

Referred Law 6 is an issue

' on the Nov. 7 ballot that, if
| passed, would ban nearly all

" abortions in South Dakota ex-

cept those required to save a
woman's life.

On Thursday night, a group
of South Dakota doctors an
nounced that it has formed to
formally support the measure,
calling themselves South
Dakota Physicians for Lile.

“Our group, the South
Dakota Physicians for Life, is a
very new group,” Dr. Ann
Church of Spearfish said. "We
come from all parts of the
state, from our biggest cities

See Doctors, Page A2

Doctors group \1

Don Polovich/Journal €

Or Ann Church of Spearfish spoke at the Physicians For Life ni
conference Thursday in Rapid City. The group formed to endomli

proposed abortion ban, Referred Law 6, on the Nov. 7 ballot. B |
Chureh are, from left, Dr. Don Van Etten, Dr. Al Kelts, Dr. Dan Fraf *
Dr. Mark Ballard and Dr. Don Qliver. 3
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Vote NO on 6 Campaign

m Consistent message of moderation:
It just goes too far!
m Heavy reliance on television

m Coordinated efforts by Healthy Families,
Planned Parenthood, PRCH, ACOG

m Print media; Op-Ed and interviews
® Radio ads and interviews

m Public forums and demonstrations
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Vote No on 6
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Vote No on 6
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Yes for Life
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Vote No on 6

Copyright 2007, Marvin Buehner, meb@blackhillsobgyn.com




Chicago Tribune

In S. Dakota, abortion the iss

Referendum on ban
roils low-key state

| By Judy Peres
Tribune staff reporter

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. — It
takes spunk for Katie Andert
to sit in the middle of the Com-
mons, day after day, behind a

| table festooned with signs de-
|| manding “Vote No on 6: Repeal
| the Abortion Ban.”
| South Dakota is a distinctly

conservative state, an_d the
vast majority of its resu‘!ents
will tell you they are “pro-
life.”

They'll also tell you South
Dakotans prize politeness and
eschew confrontation. An-
dert’s boath on the Augustana
College campus is a bit too in-
your-face for most folks.

But Andert, a Z2l-year-old
psychology major, is part of a
campaign to overtuwrn the na-
tion’s toughest anti-abortion
law in a statewide referendum
Nov. 7. The ouicome of the

campaign, which rlnminatt_as
the pre-election landscape in
South Dakota, could help de-
termine the future of abortion
rights nationwide.

Supporters of the state’s
near-total ban on abortion
hope to use it to overturn Roe
vs. Wade, the 1973 Supreme
Court decision that establish-
ed a woman's constitutional
right to terminate a pregnan-
cy. Other states are poised to
enact similar laws if this vote
succeeds. If it is upheld,
Planned Parenthood, which

—  TmuM RS YiiE

runs the only abortion clinic
in South Dakota, has said it
will sue to block it on grounds
it is unconstitutional,

“If they strike down Roe, all
abortion is at risk in this coun-
try,” said Eleanor Smeal, pre-
sident of the Feminist Majori-
ty Foundation and publisher
of Ms. Magazine. “We estimate
about 30 states would ban it.”

South Dakota’s law crimi-
nalizes all abortions except
those “intended to prevent the
death of a pregnant mother.” It
makes no exception for rape or

ue

= Would
you support
a law that
bans all

necessary to save amum's r
lat

incest, or for cases in which
the woman's health is atrh}b.
Dr. Marvin hner, an
stetrician in Rapid%x , says
the law would tie his
when treating patients w

PLEASE SEE S.DAKOTA, PAGE 7

L
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Neither side in the abortion
campaign will say how much
money has been raised. They ac-
knowledge that donations are
coming in from outsiders as
well as from South Dakotans,

VoteYesForLife.com's signs.

Referendum
hﬂS I]atiOIlal _ \ | seem to be everywhere, The
. 2 . - R Ca_mpa_lgn for Healthy Famﬂles
implications | ' SRl e o

But some supporters of a
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 :

serious medical complications,

e recounted the case
- ofadb-year-old woman who was
= cancer at
the same time her 13-week preg-
hancy was confirmed. AP phota for the Tribune by Dave Eggen

“The oncologist recommend- Augustana College students Katie Andert (left) and Judie Mar-
_ed radiation to ull';e peltv;‘ls and shall staff a voter registration booth on campus Thursday.
chemotherapy,
~ which woullld ha_‘{r;, been fatal to then that child wil
| the fetus,” he said, chance to live.”
Buehner said the R —

| S. DAKOTA:

“You don't see any businesses
with ‘Vote No' signs in their
windows,” said John Thies, 22,
who works at a record store i
Sioux Falls. “This is a conserva:
tive community. If you hold
1 have a ploit women. Unruh runs asup- ferent views, you're n

port group for “postabortive” advertise them for fea

oA
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Gay marriage, abortion s

reduce
‘the same issue’ “use of

water

By Steve Miller

Speakers
rally against
social 1ssues

Residents of Deadwood
ind Lead were asked to &

verely cuy

Ml thedr water vise

ter a logger acet

Monday «

dentally broke a water line

By Ryan Woodard leading into the treatment

S Wr plant for the two Northern
Hills towns

RAPID CITY The South R ol . i

Dakota Family Policy Council D

managed to almost f{ill South take line in remote country
Canyon Baptist Church for a ral
lv Monday in favor of banning gay
marmage {I'H\i abortion.

About 750 people attended the
Protecting Life and Marriage rally
Monday night, which featured
keynote speaker Alan Keyes, a
former Republican candidate for
pl'ﬂ«ldwl and a staunch oppo-
nent of abortion and -homosexu
ality

He called abortion and homo
sexual marriage “one and the
same issue.”

“Abortion does at the physical

1 what homosexual marriage
does at the institutional level,” he
said, explaining that both go
against what God intended.

Keyes, who was preceded by
former Houston pastor Rick Scar-
borough and Pastor Laurence
White of Our Savior Lutheran
Chur in Houston, talked about
numerous issues but focused
mainly on the upcoming issues ol
Referred Law 6, which would ban
almost all abortions in the state,
and Amendment C, which would
ban gay marriages, civil unions
and “quasi-marital” relation-
ships.

He said the court's ruling in
Roe. v. Wade, the 1973 U.S.
Supreme Court decision which
affirmed women's right to have
ahortions, was unconstitutional.

“When the court touched the
issue, they violated the constitu
tion,” he said. S : -

Scarborough talked extensive S | yunning water over
ly about lhc-L abortion and gay Dr. Alan Keyes gestures while addres sing the Protecting Life and M.H a'L?“ mﬂ‘\ M\\:.lldl“; ‘T:LL\“:.I\I\I\II | couple of hours, general
marriage issues, comparing at - Canyon Baptist Church in Rapid City About 750 people turned \?i‘l!lu: rl\‘jg-a‘ Hl;\,‘l‘ul‘io sage Supy ‘ 3
See Rally, Page A2 ing the abortion ban and a ban of gay marriage and civil unions on the Nov, 1 : \ See Water, Page Az

west of Lead of 5 p.m

Monday, act
Ray

rding to J.R

or, public works direc
tor for Deadwood. The in
take runs into the Lead
Deadwood Sanitary Dis
{

in
buy their

ricts treatment p

ysor said he hoped a

temporary fix could be in
place Monda sht. =0 the
4,500 pern residents
of the two towns. ph the
thousands of visi {0
| De adwood, could have water
| today. He said that on a
busy day Deadwor

WE

le

Popu

lation swells to 10,000

*Right now, we're operat

ye water that

was already in the stem,”

| Raysor said Monday after

| 1\\\;\1\ Our  =system  we
| about half-full when his
| happened. Typically, that

| would get us through the
dav and into ihis evening,”

] ‘Deadwood and Lead city

f officials urged residents fo

|

ing only on

save as much water as pos-
sible. Tf ignored, treated wa-
ter could 1un out, they said.
Raveor said local resi
dents and businésses were
cooperating. One local car
| wash shut down
| At Saloon No. 10 in
| pDeadwood, the kitchen erew
| planned to thaw meat and
fish more slowly in the re-
| frigerator rather than by

Jim Holland/ Jou
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PLANNED PARENTHOOD

AND

ABORTION
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information or evi-

" Johnson said Thurs-

. “We are working on try-

to get a reward offered.

‘but | don't know if or when

that will happen. The police

have indicated that the

chance of him having walked
away is narrowing.”

Tech students are trick-or
freating today to gather
canned food for charity
Page C4

in brief

Trial arguments

start Monday

GILLETTE, Wyo. (AP) —
Opening arguments were
scheduled to start Monday
in the case of a Gillette man
accused of first-degree mur-
der and conspiracy in the
death of a teenager last vear.

Kent Alan Proffit Sr. will
stand trial in the death of
Jeremy Forquer, 19. Prose-
cutors say Proffit ordered
| two other teenagers to kill
per to keep him from
ng to police about a

|

not available Thursday for comment time approximately ey

Bomb threat cancels classes

at Black Hills State University
- 11 2 opDearmsn campus regpened T Jrsgaay night

after a security check.

SPEARFISH — Black Hills State University cleared its campus
Thursday afternoon after university officials received a bomb
threat, but students and faculty were allowed to return later
Thursday night

The initial call to local police went out mid-morning Thurs-
day. The BHSU campus was evacuated at 2 p.m. and remained
closed into the late afternoon. On-campus classes were canceled

See Bomb threat, Page C5
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Abortion Ban Defeated!

e Aeeses & POV
s Feored Law & WO 4

th  voters  supported  fecred the Taw o S
Wbortion restrictions i they  perned on the New,
Moy tiose evirptions el vion halled ws

! iLhoutl _th et dhe wf - BB

m Voters reject Ban 56% to 44%

m Rejected nearly 3 to 1 in western SD
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Challenges to Evidence-based
Health Policy

m New South Dakota legislation

m SD Task Force to Study Abortion Report largely
debunked but poor data still voluminous

m Current Strategies
® Build consensus on abotrtion reduction policies
® Emergency contraception
= Contraception equity

m Comprehensive evidence-based sex education
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Role of Physicians in Moderating
Health Policy

m Physician Organizations

m American Medical Association
m State Medical Associations

m Professional Colleges and Associations

m Public and Professional Education
m Public forums
®m Medical Grand Rounds
m Mass media

® Education of elected officials
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