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Traditional Indigenous KnowledgeTraditional Indigenous Knowledge

Chief Seattle, 1854Chief Seattle, 1854

““This we know: The earth does not This we know: The earth does not 
belong to man; man belongs to belong to man; man belongs to 
the earth. This we know. All the earth. This we know. All 
things are connected like the things are connected like the 
blood which unites one family. blood which unites one family. 
All things are connected. All things are connected. 
Whatever befalls the earth Whatever befalls the earth 
befalls the sons of the earth. befalls the sons of the earth. 
Man did not weave the web of Man did not weave the web of 
life: he is merely a strand in it. life: he is merely a strand in it. 
Whatever he does to the web, he Whatever he does to the web, he 
does to himself.does to himself.””
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Traditional Diné Knowledge

In Navajo culture and the Diné spiritual way, 
the air, water and the land are sacred, because 
they give and sustain life and are gifts from the 
Great Spirit. There is a need to carry on these 
traditions.

San Juan River Navajo weaver

Tsoodził — Turquoise 
Mountain, or Mt. Taylor, the 
southern of the four sacred 

mountains of the Diné
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Traditional Knowledge 
Reflected in Findings of the 
Diné Natural Resources 
Protection Act of 2005 “…[T]he Fundamental Laws 

of the Diné (Diné Bi 
Beenahaz'annii), as set forth 

in… the Navajo Nation 
Code…support preserving 
and protecting the Navajo 

Nation's natural resources, 
especially the four sacred 

elements of life — air, 
light/fire, water and 

earth/pollen — for these 
resources are the foundation 

of the peoples' spiritual 
ceremonies and the Diné life 

way, and that it is the duty 
and responsibility of the 

Diné to protect and preserve 
the natural world for future 

generations….”
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Legacy of Legacy of 
Environmental Environmental 
Health ConcernsHealth Concerns

The blasting, drilling and The blasting, drilling and 
digging for uranium over the digging for uranium over the 
last half century was done with last half century was done with 
little regard for human life and little regard for human life and 
the environment.the environment. The careless The careless 
mining activities left many scars mining activities left many scars 
that still exist today, constant that still exist today, constant 
reminders of sacred mountains reminders of sacred mountains 
reduced to rubble, burial sites reduced to rubble, burial sites 
destroyed, the sacred rivers destroyed, the sacred rivers 
contaminated. Offerings were contaminated. Offerings were 
made at these sacred sites. made at these sacred sites. 
This will take generations to This will take generations to 
clean up.clean up.

1976 – first study 
showing excess lung 
cancer risk among 
Navajo miners

1990 – Radiation 
Exposure Compensation 
Act, amended 2000
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“The Navajo Nation Council finds that the mining and processing of uranium 
ore…in Navajo Indian Country since the mid-1940s has [resulted 
in]…permanent disposal of mining and processing wastes, lands left 
unproductive and unusable because they are the sites of hundreds of 
abandoned uranium mines,…surface water and ground water left unpotable
by mining,…operations, livestock that could not be marketed because they 
were believed to have been contaminated…, Navajo workers who lost…years 
[of] gainful economic activity as a result of their mining-induced illnesses and 
deaths, and the families of Navajo uranium workers whose livelihoods…were 
diminished…because of the illnesses and premature deaths of the workers.”

Findings from the Diné Natural Resources 
Protection Act on the impacts of uranium mining
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CommunityCommunity--based research based research 
responds to community exposuresresponds to community exposures

Spurred by the lack of 
health studies, several 
Navajo communities 
impacted by uranium 
taken have undertaken 
their own environmental 
investigations.
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Briefing on Uranium Research Requested by 
Navajo Nation President and Chair of Navajo 
Nation Human Research Review Committee

Navajo Nation 
supported need for 
proposed research on 
uranium and health to 
inform
– clean-up decisions
– responses to industry 

pressure to open new 
mines in Navajo Country
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Citizen Action

We must protect the future 
generations. To pursue this goal, the 

Navajo Nation enacted the Diné Natural 
Resources Protection Act. We hope this 

will put an end to a deadly legacy by 
making uranium mining and processing 

illegal in Navajo Country.
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Community education to Community education to 
address uranium impactsaddress uranium impacts

GrassGrass--roots unity meeting at roots unity meeting at ShiprockShiprock HS, July 2003HS, July 2003
Resources Committee selects options for addressing proposed Resources Committee selects options for addressing proposed 
new mining, Sept. 2004new mining, Sept. 2004
Navajo Nation Council adopts DNRPA, April 19, 2005Navajo Nation Council adopts DNRPA, April 19, 2005
Navajo Nation President signs DNRPA into law, April 29, 2005Navajo Nation President signs DNRPA into law, April 29, 2005
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Promoting Promoting 
DNRPA, 2005DNRPA, 2005

…in Congress

…internationally

…nationally
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Navajo Nation Hosts Indigenous World 
Uranium Summit, December 2006
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General locations of proposed 
uranium exploration, mining, 
processing as of December 2006

International Uranium 
Corp. White Mesa Mill, 
Blanding, UT (White 
Mesa Ute Reservation)

Arizona Strip, south of 
Kaibab-Paiute Nation 
(Quatera Resources, Inc.)

South Rim Grand 
Canyon deposits 
(Vane Minerals)

Churchrock
-Pinedale

Crownpoint, Mariano 
Lake, Hosta Butte

Becenti

Mt. Taylor: 
San Mateo

Ambrosia Lake/ 
Haystack

Mt. Taylor: 
La Jara Mesa

Cebolleta LG

New Uranium “boom”
threatens Diné Bikéyah, 

Four Corners Area

12 mi. SE 
Alamo Chapter

SXR Uranium One 
Shootaring Canyon Mill

USDOE Uranium 
Leases, SW Colorado; 
possible new U mill 
near Uravan, Colo.

Tohajiilee
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