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• Tobacco Industry and Health
• Tobacco Control Policies
• Physician Involvement
• Screen Out
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Landmark 1964 Report
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AMA Policies1960s

• Education Programs
• Policy Statement - 1963

• Recognizes the deleterious effect on human 
health of tobacco as well as many toxic 
substances, and indicated that extensive 
research is necessary.

• First Surgeon General’s Report - 1964
• AMA Approved Statement

• Recognizes the contribution of the Surgeon 
General’s Committee in its comprehensive 
report…
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• Resolution -1968
• Urges AMA members to stop smoking; AMA 

to make public pronouncements; take a 
strong stance against smoking.

• Resolution – 1969
• Education Congress about incongruity of 

promoting sale and production of cigarettes 
while spending money to discourage 
smoking.
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Tobacco Associated Policies

• 1989 -420.974 Warnings Against Alcohol Use During 
Pregnancy

• 1988 G-640.020 Political Action Committees and 
Contributions

• 1989 H-95.976 Drug Abuse in the United States - the Next 
Generation

• 1990 H-455.984 Health Effects of Radon Exposure

• 1991 H-30.958 Ethyl Alcohol and Nicotine as Addictive 
Drugs

• 1992 H-60.966 Recommendations for Ensuring the 
Health of the Adolescent Athlete
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Leadership in Action

• 2001 - D-490.992 Assuring Adequate Funding for DOJ 
Tobacco Lawsuit

• 2003 - D-495.999 Tobacco Warning Labels

• 2004 - H-490.916 Health Insurance and Reimbursement 
for Tobacco Cessation and Counseling

• 2004 - H-490.917 Physician Responsibilities for 
Tobacco Cessation

• 2004 - H-495.988 FDA Regulation of Tobacco Products
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Physicians As Advocates

• Credibility
• Legislator Acceptance
• Grass Roots 
• Protector of Health
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• The American Medical Association 
applauds the Chicago Tribune for 
offering its support to the state's 
proposed law prohibiting smoking in all 
public places and work sites including 
bars and restaurants… We call on state 
lawmakers to approve the 
comprehensive smoke-free law…

Ron Davis, MD
President

Letter to the Editor
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AMA SUPPORTS PROPOSAL FOR A 
SMOKE-FREE MICHIGAN

For immediate release
June 12, 2007
Lansing, Mich. — The American Medical 
Association (AMA), the nation's largest 
physician organization, today joined the 
Michigan State Medical Society and public 
health advocates to urge Michigan 
lawmakers to protect the health of residents, 
workers and visitors from the dangers of 
secondhand smoke.
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AMA deeply disappointed in President's veto

Millions of low-income kids counting on Congress to override the veto

For immediate release
Oct. 3, 2007

Statement attributable to:
Edward Langston, MD

AMA Board Chair 
"The American Medical Association is deeply disappointed in 

the president's veto of bipartisan legislation to protect the health 
of America's low-income children. The program is vital to 

protect low-income children whose parents work hard, but aren't 
able to afford health insurance.
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A Campaign aimed at 
getting smoking imagery 
out of youth-rated films
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What is Screen Out!

• 3-year AMA Alliance Program funded by 
the American Legacy Foundation

• Screen Out! activities organize AMA 
Alliance members, the largest grassroots 
volunteer arm of the American Medical 
Assocation.

• Activities create a parent-to-parent 
grassroots national network that 
pressures Hollywood to make all future 
movies rated G, PG and PG-13 smoke-
free.

• Uses letter writing, petition drives and 
organizational endorsements to 
encourage change in the film industry
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Analysis

Exposure

Awareness

Smoking in Movies
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Smoking in Movies is Shifting

45%45%
G / PG / 
G / PG / PG-13

55%55%

R-rated

[ Smoking exposure in 1999 ][ Smoking exposure in 1999 ]
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……from Rfrom R--rated to kidrated to kid--rated.rated.

55%55%

G / PG / PG-13

45%45%

R-rated

[ Smoking exposure in 2004 ][ Smoking exposure in 2004 ]
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The Four Solutions

1. Rate new movies with 
smoking “R”

2. Certify no payoffs

3. Require strong anti-
smoking ads

4. Stop identifying tobacco 
brands in movies
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Who Endorses the Four Solutions?
• American Medical Association
• American Medical Association Alliance
• American Heart Association
• American Lung Association
• American’s for Non-Smokers’ Rights
• American Academy of Pediatrics
• Smoke Free Movies (UCSF)
• Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids
• American Legacy Foundation
• APHA (?)
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Advocating for the Four Solutions
• Petitions

• Letter Writing

• Organizational Endorsements

• Media Outreach
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Who does this campaign target?

Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA)

The 6 Largest Media Studios
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Theater Companies
•AMC
•Hoyt’s Cinmeas
•Marcus Theatres
•Carmike
•Cinemark
•Cineplex
•Mann
•Landmark
•National Amusements
•Regal Cinemas
•Pacific Theatres
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How does this work?
Motion Picture Association of America

Six Major Studios

THE FILMS THAT YOUTH 
SEE

Movie Theater’s purchase rights to films

Grassroots 

Advocates
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Media Outreach
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What can you do as a public 
health leader?

• Sign a petition
• Have your health organization 
officially endorse the campaign

• Tell others about the campaign
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Thank you!
Janet Williams
Director, Tobacco Projects
Janet.williams@ama-assn.org
312-464-5073

Melissa Walthers
Screen Out! Project Coordinator
Melissa.walthers@ama-assn.org
312-464-5305
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