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ODbj ectives

Construct a systemto evaluate level of physician knowledge regar ding
emergency their level of preparednessto respond to a crisisin the community.

Develop a mechanism for identifying deficiencies in physician knowledge
regarding potential intentional pathogens and other emerging diseases.

Assess level of physician willingnessto participate in various (CBRNE)
emergencies.

Discuss the most effective techniques for integrating physicians into an overall
community emergency response system.

Articulate how to improve local physician capability to recognize anomalous
events and become a critical component of local surveillance system.

In other words, how to use scientific methods to deter mine status and level of
preparedness of your local clinical community
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M ethods

A cross-sectional survey of practicing and retired
physiciansthroughout Tarrant County, Texaswas
conducted in Spring 2006.

Survey developed by using multi-disciplinary group of
local stakeholders (epidemiologists, BT team, health
authority, etc.).

Support by the Fort Worth / Tarrant County Health
Authority and the Tarrant County M edical Society was
critical.

Mail-out survey included self-addressed sstamped envel ope

Sent to 3,202 active and retired physicians
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Goal: Two-fold

1) Assessthelevel of knowledge and preparedness
of physiciansin Tarrant County, and

2) ldentify specific areas of training deficiencies
and preferred educational modalities.
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Bi oterrorism Emergency Preparedness and Response Assessment

As aphysdan in Tarrant County, your partid pation in this assessment of phys dan readiness and training needs regar ding emergency
preparedness and response to natural disastersand/or intentional biol ogical eventsis greatly appredated. These data gathered

from this assessment will hel p usto better provide you with the most relevant, effident, and effective training poss ble.

. 1) Hawe you partidpatedin bioterrorism preparedness and response training?

. Yes No Not sure

. 2) Hawe you completed Core Disagter Life Support (CDLS) training?
. ___Yes_No___ Notsure

. 3) Hawe you completed Basi ¢ Disagter Life Support (BDLS) training?
. ___Yes_ _No___ Notsure

. 4) How woul d you rate your aurrent knowledge regar ding the recognition and
. management of bi oterrorism-rel ated illness?

. Excellent Good Fair Poor

. 5) Would you be willingto serve asa consultant in one of the foll owing events?

. Infectious outbreak Traumacare Radiol ogic

. attack

. 6) Would you like to receive additional bioterrorism information and/or material s?
. Yes No

. 7) Would you like to be informed of future training opportunitiesin bioterrorism
. preparedness and response?

. Yes No

. 8) If Yes, what type of training woul d you prefer?

. Sel f-paced Training

. Audio-visua

. Internet-based

. CD-ROM

. Curriaulum-based reading materials

. Professonal /sdentificjournalsand publications
. Ingtructor-led Training

. Small -group work shop

. Large-group presentations

. Both

. 9) Would you like moreinformation on joi ning the Medical Reserwve Cor ps?*
. Yes No

Thank you for your timeand cooperation!!!
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Bioterrorism Emergency Preparedness and Response Assessment of

PUBLIC HEALTH Tarrant County Physicians

BIOTERRORISM PREPAREDNESS

Have you participated in bioterrorism preparedness and
response training?

10, 2%

84, 19%

360, 79%

O Yes @ No O Not sure
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Medical Society

FORT WORTH g} Tarrapt Caunty

Bioterrorism Emergency Preparedness and Response Assessment of
PUBLIC HEALTH Tarrant County Physicians

BIOTERRORISM PREPAREDNESS

Have you completed Core Disaster Life Support (CDLS)
training?

14, 3% 14, 3%

430, 94%

O Yes @ No O Not sure
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Medical Society
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Bioterrorism Emergency Preparedness and Response Assessment of
PUBLIC HEALTH Tarrant County Physicians

BIOTERRORISM PREPAREDNESS

Have you completed Basic Disaster Life Support (BDLS)
training?

16, 4% 43, P

398, 87%

@ Yes ®m No O Not sure

Copyright 2007, Witold Migala, Witold.Migala@fortworthgov.org



Medical Society
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Bioterrorism Emergency Preparedness and Response Assessment of
PUBLIC HEALTH Tarrant County Physicians

BIOTERRORISM PREPAREDNESS

How would you rate your current knowledge regarding the
recognition and management of bioterrorism-related iliness?

41, 9%

224, 49%

193, 42%

0 Good-Excellent B Fair O Poor
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Bioterrorism Emergency Preparedness and Response Assessment of

PUBLIC HEALTH Tarrant County Physicians

BIOTERRORISM PREPAREDNESS

Would you be willing to serve as a consultant in one of the
follomng events?
|
Radiological

attack 34
S Infectious
o outbreak

Trauma care 94
0 20 40 60 80 100
Number willing to consult
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Medical Society

FORT WORTH g} T CoEy

Bioterrorism Emergency Preparedness and Response Assessment of
PUBLIC HEALTH Tarrant County Physicians

BIOTERRORISM PREPAREDNESS

Would you lik e to receive additional bioterrorism infor mation or
materials?

89, 20%

O Yes @ No
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Medical Society
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Bioterrorism Emergency Preparedness and Response Assessment of
PUBLIC HEALTH Tarrant County Physicians

BIOTERRORISM PREPAREDNESS

Would you like to be informed of future training opportunitiesin
bioterrorism preparedness and response?

78,17%

370, 83%

O Yes @ No
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Bioterrorism Emergency Preparedness and Response Assessment of

PUBLIC HEALTH Tarrant County Physicians
BIOTERRORISM PREPAREDNESS

Type

What type of training would you prefer?

| nstructor-led large group presentation | | 7
Journals and publications 62
| nstructor-led small group workshop 67
Audio-visual _“ 105
Curriculum-based reading materia's ] | | | | | ]|14
Both self-paced and instructor led 144

| nternet-based # 150

CD ROM | | | | | | . _ 151

i i i i i i i

O 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160
Number who prefer
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Medical Society

FORT WORTH g} T CoEy

Bioterrorism Emergency Preparedness and Response Assessment of
PUBLIC HEALTH Tarrant County Physicians

BIOTERRORISM PREPAREDNESS

Would you like more information on joining the M edical Reserve
Corps (MRC)?

169, 36%

296, 64%

O Yes B No
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Conclusions

Of the 3,202 surveys mailed, 465 were competed and returned.

The resultsindicated that 91% of local physiciansreported knowledge
regarding their recognition and management of bioterrorism-related events as
“fair-poor”

80% desired more information and 83% favored more training opportunities.

80.2% expressed desire for more information / training (which isin contrast
with previous studies)

Those physicians who havereported prior training were more confident in
their skill in both the recognition and responseto a biological event and were
also more likely to serve as volunteersin the event of an emergency.

These findings suggest that local clinical preparedness efforts need to improve
access and training to area physicians through increased and improved
educational modalities

Ultimately, these survey and evaluation efforts can help cultivate educational
interventions that will enhance the participation, integration, and mobilization
of cliniciansin the event of a community emergency.
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Questions?

Thank You!!

Please address cor respondence to:

Cathy Spranger
Fort Worth Public Health Department
1800 University Drive, Suite 204
Fort Worth, TX 76107

Telephone (817) 871-7228
Fax (817) 871-8911
E-mail: catherine.spranger @fortworthgove.org

* Article published in Journal of Disaster Management and Response, July - September 2007
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