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Learning ObjectivesLearning Objectives
• To describe barriers to reaching high-risk 

populations with the injury prevention message.
• To discuss new pathways for reaching high-risk 

populations through targeted materials.
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Our MissionOur Mission

• Educate adults and children

• Create safe environments

• Conduct research and

• Advocate for effective laws

Safe Kids Worldwide leads coalitions of community partners 
to prevent unintentional death and injury to children ages 14 
and under. We empower families and communities to:
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Unintentional Injury in the U.S.Unintentional Injury in the U.S.

• Leading cause of death among 
children ages 1 to 14.

• More deaths than from cancer, 
heart disease and SIDS.

• One of every five U.S. children 
will need medical attention for 
an unintentional injury this year.
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State and Local CoalitionsState and Local Coalitions

Alaska – 1 state 
4 locals

Hawaii – 1 State

45 State Coalitions and 350 Local Coalitions
250 Chapters
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Safe Kids Fire HistorySafe Kids Fire History
• Safe Kids Worldwide received funding from 

the United States Fire Administration for over 
16 years. 

• With our latest grant, our coalitions trained 
over 8,100 parents and caregivers in fire 
safety.

• Coalitions worked with over 84,400 children in 
homes, schools and other venues to educate 
them on fire safety and prevention.  

• Over 5,800 smoke alarms were distributed and 
installed. 
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New Focus of the SK Fire Program: 
Addressing the Needs of High Risk Populations

New Focus of the SK Fire Program: 
Addressing the Needs of High Risk Populations

• In 2005, USFA awarded SKW a grant to develop 
new modes of fire prevention communication to 
affected populations, both at local and national 
levels

• SKW gathered information from Safe kids 
Coalitions about their fire prevention needs 
through an online survey and site visits to several 
coalition communities 
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Coalition Survey ResultsCoalition Survey Results
• Only 28% are reaching high 

risk populations through fire 
safety efforts

• High risk communities
• Racial/ethnic groups: 

African Americans, Latinos, 
Native Americans

• Low income
• Rural
• Recent immigrants
• Non-English speakers

• Only 37% are satisfied with 
existing SKW fire 
prevention materials

• 41% want materials in 
languages other than 
English
• Spanish
• Russian
• Creole
• French
• Vietnamese
• Chinese
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Coalition Survey ResultsCoalition Survey Results
• Reasons for not reaching high risk populations

• a lack of resources such as funding, 
manpower, and time

• low community perception of local fire risk
• presence of other community organizations 

conducting fire safety efforts
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Common Themes from Site VisitsCommon Themes from Site Visits

• There are increasing language and literacy barriers 
in reaching at risk families.

• Housing conditions are a significant contributing 
factor to the risk of fire.  

• Lack of resources (educational materials, staff, 
volunteers, funds) often hinders the coalitions’
ability to have an effective and continuous fire 
prevention program. 
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2006-2007 USFA Grant2006-2007 USFA Grant
• Develop new fire safety materials to reach high-risk 

populations
• including ESL and low literacy

• Bring together coalitions to coordinate & improve SKW 
outreach efforts and materials

• Provide Rapid Response Kits for coalitions that have 
experienced a recent fire in their community. 

• Create more comprehensive mini-fire website for 
coalitions and general public. 

• Strengthen SKW relationship with other key members in 
the fire prevention community
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Advisory CouncilAdvisory Council
• Composed of SKW coalition members, fire 

service personnel, and a representative from the 
National Fire Protection Association

• Conducted first meeting in January 2007 in 
Washington, DC
• Offered information to SKW on local & national 

level fire prevention outreach to high-risk 
populations

• Reviewed fire prevention materials & offered 
suggestions for improvement
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Defining “High-risk 
populations”
Defining “High-risk 
populations”
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Children at Risk:  What We Know…Children at Risk:  What We Know…
• Children from low-income families are at greater risk for fire-

related death and injury
• lack of working smoke alarms
• substandard housing
• use of alternative heating sources 
• economic constraints on providing adequate adult supervision

• Children living in rural areas have a dramatically higher risk of 
dying in a residential fire
• death rates more than twice the rates in large cities 
• more than three times higher than rates in large towns and small cities
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Children at Risk:  What We Know…Children at Risk:  What We Know…

• Preschool Children (5 years and under)
• Older Adults (65 years +)
• Low educational attainment
• Non-English speakers 
• Native Americans

Fire prevention programming needs to include and focus on 
those at greatest risk for death and injury.

Sharon Gamache, NFPA
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SKW Working Definition of High Risk 
Populations

SKW Working Definition of High Risk 
Populations

• “When the possibility of unintentional injury or 
death is greater for an individual or a group of 
people than it is for the general population, the 
individual or group is considered to be high-risk.”
• “High risk outcomes include elevated injury 

and death rates.”
• “High risk indicator examples may include: 

lack of access to prevention resources, lack of 
education about injury prevention, unsafe 
environments, unsafe behaviors, physical 
limitations.”
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Barriers to High-Risk 
Population Outreach
Barriers to High-Risk 
Population Outreach
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Major Barriers Cited by Advisory GroupMajor Barriers Cited by Advisory Group

• Difficulty gaining entrée into the local community
• Language barriers
• Cultural norms
• Need for alliance with key community leaders

• Community fear and mistrust of authority
• Exhibited by both children and parents
• Apprehension towards volunteers in uniform, 

especially in specific immigrant communities

Copyright 2007, Christina Cianflone, ccianflone@safekids.org



Fire Prevention Materials 
Review
Fire Prevention Materials 
Review
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ConsiderationsConsiderations
• Are Safe Kids fire prevention materials culturally 

sensitive to high risk audiences?
• Are Safe Kids fire prevention materials multicultural?
• Is the reading level of Safe Kids fire prevention 

materials adequate?
• What does Safe Kids need to do to address the public 

health literacy issue among high risk populations in 
terms of fire prevention?

• What high risk groups are we not reaching?
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Review of MaterialsReview of Materials
• SKW

• Fire safety brochure
• Fire safety checklist
• Fire safety website

• NFPA
• Remembering When
• Learn Not to Burn
• Security Bar Fire 

Prevention brochure

• Home Safety Council
• Low literacy materials: 

Smoke alarm usage, 
home escape planning 
& practice, dangers of 
smoke

• USFA
• Babies and toddlers
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Findings from Advisory Group: SKW Fire 
Prevention Materials

Findings from Advisory Group: SKW Fire 
Prevention Materials

• SKW fire prevention materials did not meet the 
needs of high-risk populations
• text-heavy
• excessive messages
• language barriers
• lack of visual representations of children and families 

of varying ethnicities
• physical environments of high-risk neighborhoods not 

reflected
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Findings from Advisory Group: SKW Fire 
Prevention Materials

Findings from Advisory Group: SKW Fire 
Prevention Materials

• Coalition need for materials targeting children 
ages five and under

• New SKW materials need to encourage parent-
child interaction

• SKW materials do not always display positive fire 
prevention behaviors

• Positive, practical, behavior-based messages 
needed for kids
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Development of New 
SKW Materials: 
Beginning Stages

Development of New 
SKW Materials: 
Beginning Stages
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New Fire Poster for ChildrenNew Fire Poster for Children
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New Fire Sequencing Game for ChildrenNew Fire Sequencing Game for Children
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Evaluation of New SKW 
Materials
Evaluation of New SKW 
Materials
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Impact Evaluation of New Materials Impact Evaluation of New Materials 
• Evaluation of Poster learning tool

• Target Population:  Preschool children 
in Head Start classrooms

• Measure change in knowledge 
• Pre, post, follow-up (2 weeks) testing
• Prompt-based surveys

• Evaluation of Series of 4 “Slips”
• Target Population:  Parents/guardians 

of preschool-aged children
• Measure change in knowledge
• Pre, post, follow up testing (two weeks
• Self-administered surveys 

• November 2007-February 
2008

• Will recruit coalitions in 5 
target areas to conduct 
evaluation 
• $2000 funding
• Data collection guide and 

materials from SKW
• Technical assistance from 

SKW
• Data analysis completed by 

SKW
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Next StepsNext Steps
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Next StepsNext Steps
• Evaluation results will be used to SKW improve 

materials 
• Fire Advisory group will continue to advise SKW on 

outreach efforts
• Process evaluation: data collected to measure: 

• number of materials distributed
• geographical distribution of the materials
• number of coalitions and community partners requesting 

materials
• degree to which materials reach high-risk populations
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Thank you!
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Questions?Questions?

Contact Information:

Christina Cianflone, JD
Safe Kids Worldwide

Fire Prevention Program Manager
ccianflone@safekids.org
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