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Consulting with television writers to Consulting with television writers to 
encourage cancer and disparities encourage cancer and disparities 

topics in television programstopics in television programs
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Expert Briefings and Expert Briefings and 
ConsultationsConsultations

As The World TurnsAs The World Turns
ERER
GreyGrey’’s Anatomys Anatomy
HouseHouse
Desperate HousewivesDesperate Housewives
Anita No Te Anita No Te RejesRejes
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Expert Briefings and Expert Briefings and 
ConsultationsConsultations

Over the past year, writers from Over the past year, writers from 
‘‘Desperate HousewivesDesperate Housewives’’, , ‘‘HouseHouse’’, , ‘‘GreyGrey’’s s 

AnatomyAnatomy’’, and , and ‘‘ERER’’, among many others, have , among many others, have 
turned to HH&S for assistance with cancer turned to HH&S for assistance with cancer 

topics almost topics almost every weekevery week..

Since October 2005:  Since October 2005:  
HH&S staff responded to 4HH&S staff responded to 400+00+ cancer cancer 
inquiries inquiries 
Cancer topics were addressed during dozens ofCancer topics were addressed during dozens of inin--
person person HH&S TV briefings HH&S TV briefings 
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NetworkNetwork--sponsored sponsored PSAsPSAs

As the World TurnsAs the World Turns

11--800800--QUITNOWQUITNOW
GwenGwen’’s s smoking and pregnancysmoking and pregnancy storyline storyline 
(Jul, (Jul, ’’05) 05) 

11--800800--44--CANCERCANCER
LucindaLucinda’’s s breast cancerbreast cancer storyline storyline 
(Jun (Jun –– Sep, Sep, ’’05)05)
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Panel Discussions Panel Discussions --
Writers Guild of AmericaWriters Guild of America

4/04 4/04 –– Obesity, 5 A Day and CancerObesity, 5 A Day and Cancer
2/05 2/05 –– Genetics, Family History and CancerGenetics, Family History and Cancer
2/06 2/06 –– Health Disparities and Cancer: Health Disparities and Cancer: Moderator  Moderator  Neal Baer, Neal Baer, 

MD, executive producer, MD, executive producer, Law & Order: SVU / Law & Order: SVU / Discussant,Discussant, Mary Mary 
Anne Foo, MPH, Executive Director, Orange County Asian and Anne Foo, MPH, Executive Director, Orange County Asian and 
Pacific Island Community Alliance Pacific Island Community Alliance 
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OneOne--thirdthird of recent finalists were cancer storylinesof recent finalists were cancer storylines

Prime Time Drama FinalistPrime Time Drama Finalist
House House ““Babies and BathwaterBabies and Bathwater””
–– small cell lung cancer small cell lung cancer 

Prime Time Minor Storyline FinalistPrime Time Minor Storyline Finalist
ER ER ““You DonYou Don’’t Cut Into Cancert Cut Into Cancer””
–– breast cancerbreast cancer

Telenovela WinnerTelenovela Winner
Anita, no Anita, no tete RajesRajes
““Graciela Refuses to Have CancerGraciela Refuses to Have Cancer”” –– breast cancerbreast cancer

The Sentinel for Health AwardsThe Sentinel for Health Awards
Recognizes exemplary portrayals of health issuesRecognizes exemplary portrayals of health issues
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TV Monitoring ProjectTV Monitoring Project

Spring seasons (JanuarySpring seasons (January––May); Year 5May); Year 5

Content analysis of the most popular prime time Content analysis of the most popular prime time 
shows on dimensions such as:shows on dimensions such as:

Frequency and prominence of 8 types of Frequency and prominence of 8 types of 
cancer and tobacco depictionscancer and tobacco depictions
Presence of prevention and risk informationPresence of prevention and risk information
Health disparities issuesHealth disparities issues
Age, gender and ethnicity of the charactersAge, gender and ethnicity of the characters

Copyright 2007, Michael Miller, millermi@mail.nih.gov



Cancer DepictionsCancer Depictions
Top 10 shows for general audiencesTop 10 shows for general audiences

5 major storylines; 4 minor storylines; 
11 brief mentions

Other

1 major storyline; 1 dialogue; 11 brief 
mentions; 1 visual cue

Unspecified

1 minor storylineProstate

1 dialogue; 3 brief mentionsLung

1 minor storyline; 3 brief mentions Leukemia

1 major storyline; 1 minor storylineBreast

January – May, 2006
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Impact EvaluationsImpact Evaluations

Cancer and family history (BRCA): Cancer and family history (BRCA): 
ERER (Oct. (Oct. ’’05) and 05) and GreyGrey’’s Anatomys Anatomy (Nov. (Nov. ’’06)06)

3 waves of panel/cross3 waves of panel/cross--sectional datasectional data
APHA Nov, APHA Nov, ’’06 06 –– Valente/USC, Hether/USC, and Valente/USC, Hether/USC, and 
Massett/NCIMassett/NCI

Cancer disparities (Cutting into cancer): Cancer disparities (Cutting into cancer): 
ERER (Oct. (Oct. ’’05)05)

2 waves, NBC cross2 waves, NBC cross--sectional datasectional data
APHA Nov, APHA Nov, ’’06 06 –– Yeboah/HHS FellowYeboah/HHS Fellow

HodgkinHodgkin’’s disease: s disease: 
Desperate HousewivesDesperate Housewives ((Spring/Fall Spring/Fall ’’07)07)

Surveys pendingSurveys pending
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‘‘ERER’’ Storyline from April 21, Storyline from April 21, 
20052005

Viewers were exposed to a new concept 
developed by Dr. Harold Freeman, NCI: 

•Patient Navigator’s can assist a newly diagnosed 
patient through the maze of care offered

•Minorities are often the least familiar with how 
to deal with a cancer diagnosis

•Let viewer know that ‘cutting into cancer’ is not 
a harmful process
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Breast Cancer on Breast Cancer on LadrLadróón de n de 
Corazones Corazones 
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Women will get Women will get 
mammogram mammogram 

92%
78%

pre-test post-test

85%82%

pre-test post-test

(n=185, 194)

LadrLadróón de Corazonesn de Corazones
Knowledge and IntentionsKnowledge and Intentions

35%
46%

pre-test post-test

Men will suggest 
mammogram

Radiation with lumpectomy

21%

8%

pre-test post-test
98%97%

pre-test post-test

(n=321, 293)(n=321, 293)

Second opinion for cancer treatment

Mastectomy with 
Pregnancy

(n=136, 99)
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USC Annenberg Norman Lear CenterUSC Annenberg Norman Lear Center
Hollywood, Health & SocietyHollywood, Health & Society

STAFF:STAFF:

Vicki Beck, MS Vicki Beck, MS 
Mandy Berkowitz, MPHMandy Berkowitz, MPH
Grace Huang, MPHGrace Huang, MPH
Marty Kaplan, PhDMarty Kaplan, PhD
Scott McGibbonScott McGibbon
______________________________________________________
FEDERAL PARNTERS:FEDERAL PARNTERS:
Varian Brandon, MMC/CDCVarian Brandon, MMC/CDC
Mary Ganikos, PhD/HRSA Mary Ganikos, PhD/HRSA DoTDoT
Holly Massett, PhD/NCIHolly Massett, PhD/NCI
Michael Miller, MPH,MS/NCIMichael Miller, MPH,MS/NCI
Barbara Najar, MA/AHRQBarbara Najar, MA/AHRQ
______________________________________________________
INTERNS: INTERNS: 

Vanessa Harikul, MA/CSLBVanessa Harikul, MA/CSLB
Kathy Le, MPH candidate/USCKathy Le, MPH candidate/USC
Alexis Munoz, MPH candidate/USCAlexis Munoz, MPH candidate/USC
Chris Roebken, MPH candidate/ Chris Roebken, MPH candidate/ 
USCUSC

RESEARCH PARTNERS:RESEARCH PARTNERS:

Monica Beckham, PhD candidate/UGAMonica Beckham, PhD candidate/UGA
Michael Cody, PhD/USCMichael Cody, PhD/USC
Vicki Freimuth, PhD/UGAVicki Freimuth, PhD/UGA
Emily MoyerEmily Moyer--GusGuséé, PhD candidate/UCSB, PhD candidate/UCSB
Heather J. Hether, PhD candidate/USCHeather J. Hether, PhD candidate/USC
Susan Morgan, PhD/Purdue UniversitySusan Morgan, PhD/Purdue University
Arianna McClain, PhD candidate/USCArianna McClain, PhD candidate/USC
Lauren Movius, PhD candidate/USCLauren Movius, PhD candidate/USC
Sheila Murphy, PhD/USCSheila Murphy, PhD/USC
Ron Rice, PhD/UCSBRon Rice, PhD/UCSB
Leslie Rodriguez, PhD candidate/UGALeslie Rodriguez, PhD candidate/UGA
Tom Valente, PhD/USCTom Valente, PhD/USC
Holley Wilkin, PhD/USCHolley Wilkin, PhD/USC
Michelle Yeboah, PhD/HHSMichelle Yeboah, PhD/HHS
__________________________________________________________________

May Kennedy, PhD/CDCMay Kennedy, PhD/CDC
Ann OAnn O’’Leary, PhD/CDCLeary, PhD/CDC
William Pollard, PhD/CDCWilliam Pollard, PhD/CDC
David Knapp Whittier, PhD/CDCDavid Knapp Whittier, PhD/CDC
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