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MEPS HistoryMEPS History

1977 National Medical Care Expenditure 1977 National Medical Care Expenditure 
SurveySurvey

1987 National Medical Expenditure Survey1987 National Medical Expenditure Survey

1996 Medical Expenditure Panel Survey1996 Medical Expenditure Panel Survey
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Medical Expenditure Medical Expenditure 
Panel Survey (MEPSPanel Survey (MEPS--HC)HC)

Annual Survey of 15,000 households:Annual Survey of 15,000 households:
provides national estimates of health care provides national estimates of health care 
use, expenditures, insurance coverage, use, expenditures, insurance coverage, 
sources of payment, access to care and sources of payment, access to care and 
health care qualityhealth care quality

Permits studies of:Permits studies of:
Distribution of expenditures and sources of Distribution of expenditures and sources of 
paymentpayment
Role of demographics, family structure, Role of demographics, family structure, 
insuranceinsurance
Expenditures for specific conditionsExpenditures for specific conditions
Trends over timeTrends over time
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MEPS Survey ComponentsMEPS Survey Components

MEPSMEPS--HC HC ---- Household ComponentHousehold Component

MEPSMEPS--MPC MPC ---- Medical Provider ComponentMedical Provider Component

MEPSMEPS--IC IC ---- Insurance ComponentInsurance Component
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MEPS-Household Component
(HC) Survey Design

SubSub--sample of respondents from the sample of respondents from the 
previous yearprevious year’’s National Health Interview s National Health Interview 
Survey (NHIS), sponsored by NCHSSurvey (NHIS), sponsored by NCHS
Representative of the civilian nonRepresentative of the civilian non--
institutionalized population of the USinstitutionalized population of the US
5 in5 in--person interviews over 2 person interviews over 2 ½½ year year 
period using CAPI technology.period using CAPI technology.
Person and family level data collectedPerson and family level data collected
Interviews average 90 minutes with a Interviews average 90 minutes with a 
range of one to four hoursrange of one to four hours
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Oversampling in MEPSOversampling in MEPS

Blacks and Hispanics every year: carryover from NHIS
– Additional over sampling of blacks in 2004

1997:  Selected subpopulations

– Functionally impaired adults
– Children with activity limitations
– Adults 18-64 predicted to have high medical expenditures
– Low income
– Persons 65 and older

Low income in 2002 and beyond

Asians in 2002 and beyond
– Carryover from NHIS from 2007 and beyond
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MEPS Panel Design:  Data Reference PeriodsMEPS Panel Design:  Data Reference Periods

Q4Q4Q2Q2 Q3Q3

200520052004200420032003

Q2Q2 Q4Q4Q3Q3Q4Q4Q2Q2 Q3Q3

N = 32,320N = 32,320N = 32,737N = 32,737N = 32,681N = 32,681Sample SizeSample Size

Panel 10Panel 10
Round 1Round 1
Round 2Round 2
Round 3Round 3

Panel 9Panel 9
Round 1Round 1
Round 2Round 2
Round 3Round 3
Round 4Round 4
Round 5Round 5

Panel 8Panel 8
Round 1Round 1
Round 2Round 2
Round 3Round 3
Round 4Round 4
Round 5Round 5

Panel 7Panel 7
Round 3Round 3
Round 4Round 4
Round 5Round 5

Q1Q1Q1Q1Q1Q1

N is equal to the numb er of people with a positive p erson weight on the file.
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MEPSMEPS--HC Sample SizesHC Sample Sizes

YearYear FamiliesFamilies PersonsPersons
1996           8,6551996           8,655 21,57121,571
1997         13,087                             32,6361997         13,087                             32,636
1998           9,023                             22,9531998           9,023                             22,953
1999           9,354                             23,5651999           9,354                             23,565
2000           9,515                             23,8392000           9,515                             23,839
2001         12,852                             32,1222001         12,852                             32,122
2002         14,828                             37,4182002         14,828                             37,418
2003         12,860                             32,6812003         12,860                             32,681
2004         13,018                             32,7372004         13,018                             32,737
2005         12,810                             32,3202005         12,810                             32,320
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MEPSMEPS--HC HC 
Core Interview ContentCore Interview Content

DemographicsDemographics
Charges and PaymentsCharges and Payments
Health StatusHealth Status
ConditionsConditions
Utilization Utilization 
EmploymentEmployment
Health InsuranceHealth Insurance
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MEPSMEPS-- HC Supplemental CAPI HC Supplemental CAPI 
SectionsSections

Sections asked in rounds 2 and 4:Sections asked in rounds 2 and 4:
Access to careAccess to care
Child preventive healthChild preventive health
Satisfaction with health plans & Satisfaction with health plans & 
providersproviders

Sections asked in rounds 3 and 5:Sections asked in rounds 3 and 5:
Assets Assets (round 5 only)(round 5 only)
IncomeIncome
Preventive CarePreventive Care
Priority conditionsPriority conditions
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Priority ConditionsPriority Conditions

–– DiabetesDiabetes
–– AsthmaAsthma
–– HypertensionHypertension
–– Ischemic Heart DiseaseIschemic Heart Disease
–– ArthritisArthritis
–– StrokeStroke
–– COPDCOPD
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MEPSMEPS--HC Supplemental Paper HC Supplemental Paper 
QuestionnairesQuestionnaires

Diabetes Care SAQDiabetes Care SAQ

Adult SAQAdult SAQ
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MEPSMEPS--HC Caveats and HC Caveats and 
LimitationsLimitations

Sample size limitations preclude Sample size limitations preclude 
some analysessome analyses
Household respondents may not be Household respondents may not be 
able to report accurately certain types able to report accurately certain types 
of informationof information
–– type of health plantype of health plan
–– detailed event informationdetailed event information
–– diagnosesdiagnoses
–– limited capacity to produce state level limited capacity to produce state level 

estimatesestimates
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SubSub--national Analysisnational Analysis

Supports state estimates: Direct state level 
estimates of cost, coverage and use for the 
largest states. Tables for 2003 and 2004 
can be found on the web site.

Supports metro area estimates: Direct MSA 
level estimates of cost, coverage and use 
for the largest metropolitan areas.
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Types of MEPSTypes of MEPS--HC FilesHC Files

FullFull--year Files year Files -- calendar year datacalendar year data

PointPoint--inin--time Files time Files -- snap shot first snap shot first 
part of yearpart of year
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Levels of MEPSLevels of MEPS--HC Public HC Public 
Use FilesUse Files

Person Level Person Level -- detailed person detailed person 
informationinformation
Event Level Event Level -- detailed event level detailed event level 
informationinformation
Condition Level Condition Level -- detailed condition detailed condition 
informationinformation
Job Level Job Level -- detailed job informationdetailed job information

Copyright 2007, Karen M. Beauregard, kbeaureg@ahrq.gov



All hospitals (and associated doctors), All hospitals (and associated doctors), 
emergency rooms, and outemergency rooms, and out--patient patient 
departments used by respondents departments used by respondents 
All home health agenciesAll home health agencies
All pharmaciesAll pharmacies
A sample of officeA sample of office--based physiciansbased physicians

MEPS Medical Provider MEPS Medical Provider 
Component (MPC) SampleComponent (MPC) Sample
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MEPS Medical Provider MEPS Medical Provider 
Component (MPC) Component (MPC) -- PurposePurpose

Compensate for household item Compensate for household item 
nonnon--responseresponse
Accuracy and detailAccuracy and detail
Imputation sourceImputation source
Methodological studiesMethodological studies
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MEPS: Pharmacy ComponentMEPS: Pharmacy Component

8000 pharmacies sampled8000 pharmacies sampled
–– data on prescribed medicines purchased data on prescribed medicines purchased 

by households by households 
Data obtained:Data obtained:
–– Medication NameMedication Name
–– National Drug Code (NDC)National Drug Code (NDC)
–– Quantity DispensedQuantity Dispensed
–– Strength and FormStrength and Form
–– Sources of Payment Sources of Payment 
–– Amount Paid by Each SourceAmount Paid by Each Source
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MEPS Insurance Component (IC)MEPS Insurance Component (IC)

An independent survey of employers and unions An independent survey of employers and unions 
not linked to the household surveynot linked to the household survey

The sample contains information from about The sample contains information from about 
45,000 establishments drawn from a Census 45,000 establishments drawn from a Census 
Bureau frame and supports national and stateBureau frame and supports national and state--
level estimates for all 50 states.  level estimates for all 50 states.  

Data released in tabular form on the MEPS web Data released in tabular form on the MEPS web 
sitesite
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MEPSMEPS--IC PurposeIC Purpose

EmployerEmployer--sponsored Health Insurancesponsored Health Insurance

–– AvailabilityAvailability
–– EnrollmentEnrollment
–– Benefit and payment provisionsBenefit and payment provisions
–– CostCost
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Medical Expenditure Panel SurveyMedical Expenditure Panel Survey

DISSEMINATION OF DISSEMINATION OF 
INFORMATION AND DATA INFORMATION AND DATA 

PRODUCTSPRODUCTS
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MEPS Website MEPS Website 
www.meps.ahrq.govwww.meps.ahrq.gov

Overview of MEPS and Frequently Asked Questions Overview of MEPS and Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs)(FAQs)
Staff Reports using MEPS Staff Reports using MEPS 

Findings/Statistical Briefs/Chart booksFindings/Statistical Briefs/Chart books
Data Tables of EstimatesData Tables of Estimates
Public Use Files (microdata) Public Use Files (microdata) 
MEPSnet Interactive Query ToolMEPSnet Interactive Query Tool
Survey Methodology Reports Survey Methodology Reports 
Survey Questionnaires and Other Collection MaterialsSurvey Questionnaires and Other Collection Materials
Data product availability and ordering informationData product availability and ordering information
MEPS data workshop information and schedule MEPS data workshop information and schedule 
Mailing list, List server and eMailing list, List server and e--mail for technical mail for technical 
assistanceassistance
Data Center InformationData Center Information
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Data User WorkshopsData User Workshops

Information will be posted on Workshops Information will be posted on Workshops 
and Events section of web siteand Events section of web site

For inquiries please eFor inquiries please e--mail: mail: 
Workshopinfo@ahrq.hhs.govWorkshopinfo@ahrq.hhs.gov
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Micro Data FilesMicro Data Files
Public Use Files (Microdata) Public Use Files (Microdata) ––
Available for downloading from web Available for downloading from web 
site (Household survey only)site (Household survey only)
Restricted Access Files (Microdata) Restricted Access Files (Microdata) 
–– MEPSMEPS--HC HC –– Available for Use at AHRQ Available for Use at AHRQ 

Data CenterData Center
–– MEPSMEPS--IC IC –– Available for Use at Census Available for Use at Census 

Research Data CentersResearch Data Centers
For more information go to For more information go to 
www.ces.census.govwww.ces.census.gov
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Contact InformationContact Information

MEPS eMEPS e--mail address mail address --
MEPSPD@ahrq.govMEPSPD@ahrq.gov

MEPS Information Coordinator:MEPS Information Coordinator:
–– (301) 427(301) 427--14061406

Copyright 2007, Karen M. Beauregard, kbeaureg@ahrq.gov



AHRQ Data CenterAHRQ Data Center

Provides researchers access to nonProvides researchers access to non--public public 
use MEPS data (except directly identifiable use MEPS data (except directly identifiable 
information)information)
Located in Rockville, MDLocated in Rockville, MD
Applications/procedures on MEPS web siteApplications/procedures on MEPS web site
User fee of $150.00 includes up to 2 hours User fee of $150.00 includes up to 2 hours 
of programming (fee waived for fullof programming (fee waived for full--time time 
students) Additional programming support students) Additional programming support 
available at $80.00/hour.available at $80.00/hour.
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MEPS Data Available at MEPS Data Available at 
Census Bureau RDCCensus Bureau RDC’’ss

Research Data Files will be accessible at Research Data Files will be accessible at 
the 9 regional Census Bureau the 9 regional Census Bureau RDCRDC’’ss
(NY,NC, MI, IL, MD, CA, MA) (NY,NC, MI, IL, MD, CA, MA) 

AHRQ will approve projectsAHRQ will approve projects

Will require Census Bureau Special Sworn Will require Census Bureau Special Sworn 
StatusStatus

Census user fees will applyCensus user fees will apply
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AHRQ Data Center FacilitiesAHRQ Data Center Facilities
Secure roomSecure room
Terminal connected to secure LANTerminal connected to secure LAN
SAS, STATA, GAUSS, Stat Transfer, SAS, STATA, GAUSS, Stat Transfer, 
SUDAAN, Limdep, EQS software SUDAAN, Limdep, EQS software 
available, and others upon request  available, and others upon request  
Limited staff support by people who Limited staff support by people who 
know:know:
–– the datathe data
–– the confidentiality issuesthe confidentiality issues
–– the softwarethe software
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ADC GuidelinesADC Guidelines

Researcher may bring data in, but not outResearcher may bring data in, but not out
Researcher has access only to data Researcher has access only to data 
needed for approved projectneeded for approved project
All tabular data will be reviewed for All tabular data will be reviewed for 
confidentiality before release from Centerconfidentiality before release from Center
Only approved tables can leave the Only approved tables can leave the 
CenterCenter
Center will store data files, foreign merge Center will store data files, foreign merge 
files, and all outputs needed for files, and all outputs needed for 
replicationreplication
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ADC Limited Remote ADC Limited Remote 
AccessAccess

Once you have an established data Once you have an established data 
center project, and have worked on center project, and have worked on 
site to develop and debug programs, site to develop and debug programs, 
jobs may be submitted to our Data jobs may be submitted to our Data 
Center Supervisor to run.  OutCenter Supervisor to run.  Out--put put 
will be reviewed for confidentiality will be reviewed for confidentiality 
and mailed to you.and mailed to you.
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Examples of Confidential Data Examples of Confidential Data 
Available for ADC ProjectsAvailable for ADC Projects

Linked MEPSLinked MEPS--HC and Secondary DataHC and Secondary Data

Full geoFull geo--coding for 1996, 1997 and 2000coding for 1996, 1997 and 2000--
2004.  FIPS codes for other years2004.  FIPS codes for other years

Fully specified industry/occupation and Fully specified industry/occupation and 
condition codescondition codes

Selected State and MSA identifiers and Selected State and MSA identifiers and 
estimation variablesestimation variables
–– 30 largest states and 10 largest 30 largest states and 10 largest MSAsMSAs
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Data Center QuestionsData Center Questions

Contact Data Center Administrator by Contact Data Center Administrator by 
ee--mail at: mail at: 
CFACTDC@AHRQ.HHS.GOVCFACTDC@AHRQ.HHS.GOV
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