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Recap…
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2004 State of the Union and Executive Order
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Office of the National Coordinator

Four Goals:

1.Inform Clinical Practice
2.Interconnect Clinicians
3.Personalize Care
4.Improve Population Health
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Benefits to Public Health*

• Early detection of infectious disease outbreaks around the 
country 

• Improved tracking of chronic disease management 
• Ability to gather de-identified data for research purposes 
• Evaluation of health care based on value, enabled by the 

collection of price and quality information that can be 
compared 

*Health Information Technology Initiative Major Accomplishments: 2004-2006
http://www.hhs.gov/healthit/news/Accomplishments2006.html
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Public Health Use Case

• In Development
• Published in August; Public comment period has ended
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National Health Information Network

“…a secure, nationwide, 
interoperable health 

information infrastructure that 
will connect providers, 

consumers, and others involved 
in supporting health and 

healthcare…”
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“Incentivise” the Market Place

"A market is the combined behavior of thousands of people 
responding to information, misinformation and whim." 
-Kenneth Chang 
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EHR Products and CCHIT

1. Functionality
2. Interoperability
3. Security 

CCHIT certification helps providers by certifying for:
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Industry Responds
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CCHIT Certified Products*

*…for ambulatory care  2006 and 2007
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For Comparison…
Current Baskin-Robbins Ice Cream Flavors*

*Source: http://www.baskinrobbins.com/IceCream/
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WalMart, Intel, et al
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Microsoft
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Google
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CapMed
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BCBS
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Aetna
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Kaiser
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But what is the “Industry?”

Medicare ………..
Medicaid ………..
SCHIP ………..

$387B
$199B

$6B

*The Henry J Kaiser Foundation: The President’s FY 2007 
Budget Proposal: Overview and Briefing Charts

$592B*
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CMS
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Don’t forget the States…

“…as of February, 
2007, 40 bills in 25 

states addressing 
EHRs and  PHRs…”
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State legislations
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Issues
• Current landscape is fragmented
• Public health initiatives lag
• Possible outcomes:

– Common, standardized population size datasets unlikely 
in near term.

– “Retrofitting” of public health solutions to current efforts 
likely needed 

• Questions:
– Are standards established enough to help consolidate a 

fragmented market?
– Feds encouraging states and industry to drive. How 

does this affect the desired public health goals?
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What is behind this?
• The current business model does not favor 

Public Health interests
• Public Health is a data consumer and 

represents a cost to the system
• Drivers are 

– Quality of care
– Efficiencies and cost savings

• Generally speaking, from a business 
perspective PH would not be explicitly invited
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Where are We Going?
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ONC efforts 2007-2008
• ONC – National Health Information Network 

(NHIN) comprised of Health Info Exchanges 
(HIEs) – 9 currently funded.

• Demonstrate connectivity among HIEs for 
sharing information

• Leverage current work
• Demonstrate use cases*

*Public Health Use Case not yet finalized; not part of current effort
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Health Data Banks
• Think credit reporting bureaus
• Provider would send health info to Health 

Data Bank
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Decisions are Being Made
• Current efforts are fundamentally to work through issues of 

standardization and interoperability, AND
• To establish the best practices for such implementations

Therefore…
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Best practices won’t include public 
health needs
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What Can Be Done?
• Track ONC activities
• Look for opportunity to incorporate PH data 

needs from the beginning so that it becomes 
a best practice
– Data sharing/data use agreements

• Access to Health Data Banks
– Data definitions/standards

• Structures
• Taxonomies

– Piggyback on bio-surveillance use case
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Final Thoughts
• Industry is changing 
• What will you do with all this data?  
• How will you manage your world when 

you have all this data?  
• How will this change the science you 

do and the decision making process?
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