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Our Mission

Guided by the values and 
expertise of medicine and public 
health, Physicians for Social 
Responsibility works to protect 
human life from the gravest threats 
to health and survival
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PSR is the U.S. affiliate of 
International Physicians for the 

Prevention of Nuclear War

PSR co-founders Drs. H. Jack 
Geiger, Victor Sidel, and Sidney 
Alexander pose with the 1985 

Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo.
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Morbidity and Mortality

“While no nuclear 
weapons have 
been detonated in 
war since Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, a 
kind of secret, low-
intensity radioactive 
warfare has been 
waged against 
unsuspecting 
populations…”

Bernard Lown, MD

MUSICIAN GRAHAM NASH JOINS PSR 
CO-FOUNDER BERNARD LOWN, MD, ON 
A PANEL AT IPPNW’S 1988 WORLD 
CONGRESS IN MONTREAL.
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235,000 Atomic Veterans
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Estimates of Iodine-131 Thyroid Doses 
for Persons Born Jan. 1, 1953
(Average diet; average milk consumption)

Source: National Cancer Institute, 1997
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Long-lived Environmental 
Contamination

Long-lived radioactive and hazardous waste

– 73 million cubic meters soil contaminated

– 1.5 billion cubic meters of groundwater 
contaminated

– US Department of Energy estimates cost of 
“clean-up” $300 billion over the next 70 
years
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Long-lived Environmental 
Contamination

The National Academy of Sciences recently 
stated that at many DOE nuclear weapons 
sites, 

… “radiological and non radiological 
hazardous wastes will remain, posing risks to 
humans and the environment for tens or even 
hundreds of thousands of years. Complete 
elimination of unacceptable risks to humans 
and the environment will not be achieved, 
now or in the foreseeable future. "

Source: Matthew Wald, New York Times, August 8, 2000. “Nuclear Sites May Be Toxic in 
Perpetuity, Report Finds”. 
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Spending on Nuclear Weapons

$5.5 trillion dollars 
spent on nuclear 

weapons 
from 1940 to 1996

Source:Atomic Audit: The Costs and Consequences 
of U.S. Nuclear Weapons Since 1940. S. 

Schwartz, 1998

PSR member William 
Porter, MD, presents a 
check to dramatize 
Charlotte, NC, 
taxpayers share of the 
nuclear weapons 
production budget. 
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Nuclear Weapons Costs

Nuclear weapons costs exceeded the combined total 
federal spending on:

education, training, employment, social services

agriculture, natural resources and the environment

general science and space research

community and regional development, law 
enforcement

energy production and regulation 

Source:Atomic Audit: The Costs and Consequences of U.S. Nuclear Weapons Since 1940. S. 
Schwartz, 1998
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Nuclear weapons today

• 22,000 nuclear warheads with the 
equivalent explosive force of:
– Over 200,000 Hiroshima-sized bombs.
– 11 billion tons of TNT, 2 tons for every 

human on the planet.

• 2,000-3,000 on hair-trigger alert, 
ready to be launched on a few 
minutes notice.
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US Nuclear Posture Review

• 2002 report on the goals and structure 
of US nuclear forces.

• Asserted a permanent role for nuclear 
weapons in military policy into the 
future.
– Goes against treaty commitments for 

nuclear weapons elimination.
• Proposed the use of nuclear weapons 

after biological or chemical attacks – in 
breach of international law
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Robust Nuclear Earth Penetrator 
(RNEP)

“I really must apologize for my lack of precision if we in the 
administration have suggested that it was possible to have a 
bomb that penetrated far enough to trap all fall-out. I don’t 
believe the laws of physics will ever let that be true. It is 
certainly not what we’re trying to do now. What we are trying 
is to get in the ground far enough so that the energy goes 
deep into the ground to hold at risk the deeply buried 
facilities. But it is very important for this committee to recognize 
what we on our side recognize.. There is a nuclear weapon 
that is going to be hugely destructive over a large area. No 
sane person would use a weapon like that lightly. ... I do want 
to make it clear that any thought of ...  nuclear weapons that 
aren’t really destructive is just nuts.” (Emphasis added)

(Linton Brooks, Head of National Nuclear Security Administrat ion, 
March 2, 2005)
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“By seeking to develop new nuclear 
weapons, the United States sends the 
message that nuclear weapons have a future 
battlefield role and utility. That is 
the wrong direction and, in my view, will 
only cause America to be placed in greater 
jeopardy in the future.”

Senator Diane Feinstein

Source: “Armageddon Back on the Table” Toronto Star November 16, 2003
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•Disposition of excess 
weapons-grade 
plutonium at MOX fuel 
plants compound rather 
than reduce proliferation 
risks

•Commercial 
reprocessing of nuclear 
fuel main contributor to 
growth of nuclear 
weapons-usable materials

Nuclear Fuel Cycle
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Source: AP, New York Times, May 25, 2003
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Source: New York Times April 11, 2006
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Strengthen Disarmament
and Non-Proliferation 
Measures

•Non-Proliferation Treaty commitments
•Nuclear-free weapons zones
•Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
•Control fissile materials
•No-first use policy
•No launch on warning
•Strategic arms reductions
•No deployment on foreign soil
•No new weapons, missions, systems

Outlaw Nuclear Weapons

Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission

Recommendations
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“As long as any state has 
nuclear weapons, others 
will want them. 

As long as any such 
weapons remain, there 
is a risk that they will 
one day be used, by 
design or accident. 

And any such use would 
be catastrophic.”

Nuclear Abolition

Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission, June 1, 2006        www.wmdcommission.org
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Nuclear Abolition

• Supported by:
– American Public Health Association
– American Medical Association
– American College of Physicians
– International Physicians for the 

Prevention of Nuclear 
War/Physicians for Social 
Responsibility

– Global political and military leaders
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“A colossal effort will be 
required … the courage 
and the will to embark 
on this great task, to 
restore sanity in our 
policies, humanity in 
our actions, and a sense 
of belonging to the 
human race.”

Sir Joseph Rotblat

Nuclear Abolition

Sir Joseph Rotblat, The nuclear issue: Where do we go from here/ Keynote speech, International Physicians 
for the Prevention of Nuclear War 15th World Congress, WA DC, May 4, 2002,
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Contact InformationContact Information
Physicians for Social Responsibility Physicians for Social Responsibility www.www.psrpsr.org.org
Washington, DC, 20009 Washington, DC, 20009 
Phone: 202.667.4260 Fax: 202.667.4201Phone: 202.667.4260 Fax: 202.667.4201
email: email: psrnatl@psrpsrnatl@psr.org.org

San Francisco Bay Area Chapter Physicians for San Francisco Bay Area Chapter Physicians for 
Social ResponsibilitySocial Responsibility
www.Sfbaypsr.orgwww.Sfbaypsr.org
2288 Fulton St., Suite 307 , Berkeley, CA 947042288 Fulton St., Suite 307 , Berkeley, CA 94704--
1449 1449 
Phone: 510.845.8395 Fax: 510Phone: 510.845.8395 Fax: 510--845845--84768476
email: email: info@sfbaypsrinfo@sfbaypsr.org.org
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