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Up to 35 Million

18

A A/ . Homes In America

- ]

are insulated with
Zonolite

Attic Insulation
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Shipments from Libby, MT (1967 to 1993)
# 1 to 150 Shipments

@ 151 10 500 Shipments
& 501t 1000 Shipments

. 1001 to 2000 Shipments

. Cwer 2000 Shipments
. S,

Communities that had facilities which
processed contaminated Libby Vermiculite
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In a Slow Motion Disaster,
Communication challenges are present from
beginning to end... even before there’s agreement
that a disaster Is happening.
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SSProving the Existeneerofa ™
=" Slow I\/Iotlon Disaster
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= lnvisible destruction —cannot be
= perceived by any of the five senses

Only evidence is the information from
some source that 1t has occurred

Information becomes the disaster
Individuals, families, and the community
attempt to regain control by defining
what Is actually occurring
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Hlerz| -ation & Aaceptance off Disaster

/=A diltbted subtle onset occurring for years
__Drdecades

Warnlng IS hon-existent

-
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= >Amblgwty typically surrounds a slow
~  motion disaster, as there Is no sudden
: event that S|gnals Its beginning

»> Sub-groups of the population may be
aware of a potential threat; rumors may
occur about the possible threat
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& Disagreement & Denial

B Disagreements about the genuineness

& 0ff the threat may persist, even after
Infermation confirming the threat has

peen released by an official agency

" > Denial facilitated by:
» Invisible and illusive nature
» Subtle onset of disaster & disease
»Maintains a sense of safety
»Can lead to avoidance of issues
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ATSDR Asbestos Screening
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2000-2001, over 7,200 current and
fiormer community members received
S-view CXRs and spirometry

- »>0Over 18% of screened participants
were identified with possible asbestos
Induced abnormality (2 out of 3
Independent readers agreed)
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Exposu?e & Laténcy

TR e —

>Exposure may be: short-term,
non-occupational

» Environmental exposure certainly

continued up to year 2000

»EXposure occurred across multiple
generations

»Health problems manifest 10 to 40
years after initial exposure

> IThese diseases will continue to
surface for a number of decade
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Health Impacts
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LUng fibresis (asbestosis)
> Scar tissue developing within the lung
> Infrequently in Libby asbestos disease

Pleural thickening

» Scarring in lining around lungs
> Localized — plagques

» Diffuse — more extensive fibrosis

> Progressive Lung Disease — resulting in
death
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Health Impacts cont.
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Mesgts elloma
/r\ sEGEN: Of the pleura, peritoneum, pericardium lining
On} known causation IS ashestos
PGS mated With' lewer levels of asbestos exposure
__/'f' cases due to Libby asbestos exposure since 1977
=hIS rate approaches 100 times expected for population size

i Lung Cancer
» Increased rates of lung cancer
> More difficult to determine causal relationships

More than 275 deaths, 1800 CARD patients
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. Asbestos Paradigm

J@ BEliefs
= -nvwonmental exposure can't cause lung disease

2Scartng is serious only when lung tissue involved

'—*-‘"‘ Pleural plagues are “beauty marks™ not an iliness
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= What Has Been Observed

> Environmental asbestos exposure has induced severe,
life ending lung disease

» Chest X-rays abnormalities— not asbestosis (actual lung
tissue) but thickening of the lining

> Pleural plagues are associated with progressive lung
disease presenting as diffuse pleural scarring
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-fﬂxbility to trust: people, their past
g assumptions, and the world in general

~ > Trusting someone “new” or “related to
the Issue” or an “outsider” can be difficult
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The Pervasive Nature Of
Communication Challenges
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: Communlcatlon
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Jn rormatlon as Initial, and ongoing, stressor
- r;: IAVviSible nature of the disaster

.> enfusmn and frustration from trying to
tnderstand very technical information
>Long term nature of consequences
»Unpredictable conseqguences and impacts
»Feelings of loss of control over the present
and future
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- Communication
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B S Vedia siege
& > Community conflict

> Mistrust of officials and media
»Cultural pressure

»Political and legal controversies
»>Soclal alienation and social stigmas
»Economic and family stresses
»Destruction of cultural traditions
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seimunRIication. Challenges fr@mriViissiing
Phases In Slow Motion Disasters
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ISR/ Ireat: ambiguous, Is disaster occurring?

Z2MNPEGH: disagreement, community conflict

S REScUE/Heroic: Not really present
;-' _____‘_actlons develop In efforts to define the problem
—  and determine what/if any action should be taken

2 Remedy/Honeymoon: Not really present
People feel alone, divided, and frustrated. They
are not hopeful for the future at this point as they
can’t envision things ever returning to “normal”
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forr munication Challenges fromiviissing
-ases in SlowMotion Disasters cont.
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Inventory
26 Disillusionment
3 7 Recovery: Not really present

Can't return to “normal” and recovery for
them means learning to successfully adapt
continuously to the lifelong disaster impacts

The missing phases are the ones that
elicit mutual support, energy, and hope
for the future. Thus, their absence
Increases difficulties in addressing and
coping with the disaster.
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& Different Timelines
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» Different Individuals, Families and

& Subgroups

» Different Exposures, Latency Periods
and Disease Progression

> Different Communities
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eveloplng Infrastructure
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CAR:E
althcare Psycho-Soclal Services
= esearch Outreach, Education, Advocacy

Community Network & Service Coordination

EPA:
Community Clean Up
Community Involvement (TAG, CAG)
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