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National Advocates
for Pregnant Women

N APW

ph 2122559252 fax 2]12.255.9253
39 West 1%th Street, Suite 602
New York, NY 1001 1-4225

infoiradvocatesforpregnantwomen.org
www.advocatesiorpregnaniwomen.org
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POTENTIAL CHARGES FOR KILLING
FETUS AGAINST MOTHER'S WILL

O "HOMICIDE" OR "MURDER"

[] OTHER CRIME AGAINST FETUS
O DEPENDS ON AGE OF FETUS

O MERELY ASSAULTING MOTHER
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..0f the Abortlion Holocaust!
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Crack Kids

Can the innocent legacies
of drug use be rescued

by care and compassion?
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Sununu Stonewalls

New TiME revelations keep the
heat on Bush’s high-flying aide
28 WORLD:

Cyclone of Death

A devastating storm kills
125,000 in Banglades_h
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Detroit’s Brutal Crunch
U.S. carmakers fight back from
their worst quarter ever
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Innocent
Victims

By ANASTASIA TOUFEXIS

AT AHOSPITAL IN BOSTON

AT A SPECIAL KINDERGARTEN CLASS IN
THE LOS ANGELES AREA

AT ATHERAPY CENTER IN NEW YORK
CITY
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‘I can’t say for sure it's crack,” said Ina R. Weisberg, a kindergarten teacher at P.S. 48 in the Bronx. “But [
can say that in all my years of teaching I've never seen so many functioning at low levels.”

1Born on Crack and Coping With Kindergarten

[ By SUZANNE DALEY

i It is the middle of the school year in
: Ina R. Weisberg’s kindergarten at Pub-
i lic School 48 in the Bronx, a time when
lafter months of work, 5-year-olds can
"usually write their names, count to 10
i and line up to go to the gym.

But this year, it has not happened
that way. There are still a half dozen
children who cannot seem to concen-
trate, who offer a jumble of markings
as their names, who do not understand
numbers and for whom lining up qui-
etly is virtually impossible.

I can’t say for sure it's crack,” Ms.
Weisberg said recently, describing a
semester of small, hard-fought ad-
vances. '‘The kids don't come with case
histories. But I can say that in all my
vears of teaching I've never seen so
' many functioning at low levels.”
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The first large wave of children
prenatally exposed to crack, the smok-
able form of cocaine, entered the na-
tion’s schools this year. Educators say
they are presenting problems and
behaviors that have left many kinder-
garten teachers confused and exhaust-
ed. :
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In most cases, the teachers, even 20-
year veterans like Ms. Weisberg, are
not sure what they are dealing with,
and they have received no formal
training to identify or handle the some-
times unusual needs of these children.
Some teachers, unable to manage, are
simply referring the children to spe-
cial-education classes, swelling the size
of many of those programs.

A few communities are taking steps
to help teachers cope. The Hillsborough
County school system in Florida, for in-
stance, is setting up classes for teach-
ers on how to manage such children. In
Los Angeles, a booklet on teaching
methods is being distributed and some |
teacher-training is under way. In the
District of Columbia a study has begun

Continued on Page D24, Column 1
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After Pamela
Rae Stewart
was accused
of failing to
give medical
care to a fetus
in1985,a
judge threw
the charge
out.

e or get pregnant again.” baby, a boy. A social worker from the

In Altamonte Springs, just north of | Florida De ‘ -
_ _ : partment of Health and Reha- > ; -
_};Iﬂ_do. Toni Suzette l‘{udson b01_'_e ason | bilitative Services came by to interview C\hboiﬂxo IMU&SZ- ] ” [ée -F , /

n Nov. 13, 1988,,p_§1§§1ng on t;o-_h:;n her | Johnson about how often she used cocaine. 0§€\ Of’ :
ection Wlth S_thlhs d 8dd10t1_0}1 to | Johnson told all. Two days later, she left N&\"?"{ V) ' - ‘A /] ' . P ‘AL
S Sike . - 2 /] 257A an




Kim Hardy is reunited

at home with her

son Aréanis, who had
tested positive for
crack*cocaine at birth
and was sent into foster
care. At right, Hardy
enters Muskegon County
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Neglect charges against Britta Smith for usin

dropped Monday in Franklin County Circuit

mail.com

248

KEMH GRAHAM/S
g crack cocaine while she was pnegnant with Brlttany. now 7 months. were
Court. -
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L BY MICHELLE R.. DAVIS
. Staff Writer

ANDERSON — Malissa Crawley
waits at the door each day when
wo of her children arrive home
‘rom school. e
_Six-year-old Antwon and 5-
pear-old Antoinette usually
burst through the door, drag-
[zing backpacks and jabbering a
nile a minute. During the day,
Crawley takes 2-year-old
Cywone with her to work, keep-
ng house for a friend who’s

Malissa Crawley plays with her son, Antwon, 6,
mother of four back to jail. She was convicted o

recovering from.a kidney trans-
plant. : ;

Crawley, 36, provides for her
family with her salary and child
support. She lives in subsidized
.housing but isn’t on welfare.
Her children are lively, interest-
ed in life and polite.

But soon, Crawley may trade
her apartment in Anderson’s
Falrview complex for a prison
cell. Her children will go live
with Crawley’s mother. And
she’ll have to explain — espe-
cially to ‘Antwen, who studies

il

and daughter, Antoinette, 5, in a park in Anderson,
f using crack cocaine during her pregnancy with An

Mom’s past haunts her

S.C. debate: Prison vs. treatment

his mother with wide, sad eyes
— why she can’t be there.

“He says, ‘Momma, what's
going to happen to us® " Craw-
ley said. “He's worried I'm
going to disappear.”

Jail vs. treatment. Crawley’s
addiction to crack cocaine while
pregnant with Antwon started
her down the path that leads to
prison. Crawley says she has
been free of drugs since 1995,
But six years ago following the
birth of her 5-pound, 12-ounce
baby bay, tests showed the child
had crack cocaine in his blood-
stream.,

Sk
UNOA STELTER/THE STAT

A parole violation may send the|
twon.

Crawley pleaded guilty i
1992 to child endangerment an
was sentenced to five years i
prison. However, that sentenc
was suspended,! and ' she
remained free on probation to
take care of her family and'par-
ticipate in a drug treatment pro-
gram. -

But in 1994, Crawley violated!
her probation by getting into 2
fight with her boyfriend. That
conviction carried only a 30-day
sentence and Crawley hasn’t

been in any other trouble since.

But now she’s facing the full

PLEASE SEE MOM pactE B3
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Medical University of South Carolina
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PICTURE OF THE DAY

S
o
Q
[
£
o
®
Q
ey
(o))
£
2]
S
8
s}
)
<
(@]
£
2]
©
>
@©
v
@
€
9o
.|:
~
o
(@]
N
=
<
(@]
=
>
Q
o
)

Plea in for Mom in C-S8ection Case
(g A woman charged with murder for allegedly delaying a
Caesarean sachtion that could have saved one of her twins
pleadad guilty Wednesday to chid endangament in a deal
Ll with prosecutors.
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Little Miracles f=s

Joy and heartbreak. Love and loss. ~
Touching stories you haven’t w
heard from moms blessed with
6,7, even 8 habies at once

Prettier
Skin Now!

Simple tips from doctors, @‘
breakthrough products "

Love,
Marriage &
Desire

A must-read report
for wives

Can’t Shake |
That Cold?

How to feel better fast e

Best of theA -
Fad Dlgts LT

...ill One 2
amazing plan— “

goodhousekeeping.cor

<

$1.95

08345
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37-Pound Woman Gives Birth to Healthy S«

TULARE, Calif. (Feb. 10} - A woman who weighs 37 pounds, stands 3

feet tall anTcI uses a wheelchair has given birth to her first child.
he's a strong

AP

Roy and Eloysa Vasquez show off their new son, Timothy Abraham
Vasquez. Eloysa, 38, suffers from Type 3 osteogenesis imperfecta, a
disorder that makes bones soft and easily broken.
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0. 20 30 40 50. 60 70
~ percent of women surveyed

Dianne O. chau Sahndra M. Ehrlich and Loretta P. aneg:m “Infants of Drug Addicts: At
~* Risk for,Child Abuse, Neglect, and Plagcmem in. Foster Care " Neuraro,r:rm'of\ a.nd
S5 Tcmwlagy VoL. 9, 1987, pp. 315-319. . :
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Obesity raises
pregnancy risks

Compared with normal weight women, overweight and obese women suffer
more pregnancy complications and their babies are more likely to have
medical problems at birth, a panel of experts concludes.
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New York Times, April 23, 2007
In Turnabout, Infant Mortality on the Rise
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The setbacks have raised questions about the impacgi

of cuts in welfare and Medicaid and of poor access to
doctors, and, many doctors say, the growing epidemics
of obesity, diabetes and hypertension among potential
mothers, some of whom tip the scales here at 300 to 400
pounds.



http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/health/diseasesconditionsandhealthtopics/obesity/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/health/diseasesconditionsandhealthtopics/obesity/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/health/diseasesconditionsandhealthtopics/diabetes/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/health/diseasesconditionsandhealthtopics/diabetes/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/health/diseasesconditionsandhealthtopics/bloodpressure/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/health/diseasesconditionsandhealthtopics/bloodpressure/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
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