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Cancer, Chemicals and History

by JON WIENER

wenty of the biggest chemical companies in

Print this article
the United States have launched a campaign E-mail this article

to discredit two historians who have studied the Write to the editors
Take Action Now!

T

industry's efforts to conceal links between their
products and cancer. In an unprecedented move,
attorneys for Dow, Monsanto, Goodrich, Goodyear, Union Carbide and
others have subpoenaed and deposed five academics who recommended that
the University of California Press publish the book Deceit and Denial: The
Deadly Politics of Industrial Pollution, by Gerald Markowitz and David
Rosner.

told was "a warehouse of material" about vinyl chloride and cancer. The
address they were given turned out to be a "decrepit hovel in the desolate
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BRIEF INTERLUDE What's the difference subpoenas are required to appear for

between peer review and judicial review? Some qu%ﬁ ning and to deliver all drafts of their
scholars are bo to find out. Lawyers . e reviews, document thyh ad consult dm
representing mo rcLhanZﬂch emical companies preparing the reviews, and corr po

have taken the unusual step of issuing bo the book. Like th on dby]"h

subpoenas to five peer reviewers of a scholarly He has agreed to serve as an expert witness nicle, Ms. Withey says she has never heard
book as part of litigation over the alleged health for plaintiffs in several cases against the fallotb example of f viewers h eing
risks of a widely used chemical compound, " chemical companies. In the Mississippi case he subpoenacd.

The peer reviewers. who are.h'jstorians and was auestioned bv the defendants’ lawvers for “It’s a disturb g-.ma n,” she says. “It's

The peer reviewers, who are historians and
health experts, have been summoned for

v~k e e e ol -u “a.—J-L R PP vwvlea.nale caad~ .nL

“What seems to be happening here,” says
Lynne Withey, the press’s director, “is that the
defense attorneys are trying to discredit Jerry’s
testimony by discrediting the book. They’re
trying to discredit the peer-review process.”
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Critigue by Hired Gun

Far from representing dispassionate expert judgment, the report anc
the chapters are the product of sustained and repeated violations of
applicable professional standards for historical scholarship.

A review of Markowitz’s report and other work reveals that he has
repeatedly violated the AHA’s and NCPH’s guidelines in six specific areas:

Integrity and Accuracy;
Misrepresentation and Omission;
Advocacy and Oversimplification;
Inadequate Documentation;
Qualification and Interpretation; and
Professional Ethics.

Copyright 2007, Gerald Markowitz, gmarkowitz@jjay.cuny.edu




From Barbh Nowverini <barbiroundtablegroup. com:-
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N attnrney client 1z Zeeking an historian, highly credentialed

and at a prestigiouzs university, Lo perform some historical research
and instruct a lay Jury on what was known abhout a particular

e — 2 e =1 1 — ——__ A1 F I TR, S P T E Il ol o T B I T

The historian need not bhe a subject matter expert; our client iz mainly
interested to find an historian who i a good cammunicator; =ameone who
can easily coomunicate a story to a lay Jury.

JIE JLLFLULLAIL JIEEW JIUL Y d Ul JEvL IduiliEl cHpeolL ., UWD ULl vIlL L NdLILLYy

ntavactad +tn Find an hietnrian whn ie a onond nommandnatar s cmmanna oho

BT 1z a consortiwuwn of several thousand professors and industry
=Xperts 1n rmahadgement, law, medicine, =Science, Ccomputer science,
=ducation, engineering, economics, and other disciplines who rmake

hetnse lves svallable to prowvide customized expert withness and

onsulting serwvices to law firms and coampanies who are clients of BEound
albhle Group.

If wou would he interested in bheing a candidate for this project
and potentially serwving as an expert witness/consultant or are

interested in learning mwore about the case, 1'd be delighted to hear
from you. Jimply reply Lo this emall with a 1-Z2 paragraph statement of

our Expertise for this project, a copy of your resume, and your
urrent billing rate.

hank wvou wvery mwuch and I look forward to hearing from you.

ETG will present vour information as part of a reswunme hook to the
lient, and if the client expresses interest we will arrange for a

onference call in which you and the client can discuss the project and
determine if there is mutual interest in going forward., If you are not

Copyright 2007, Gerald Markowitz, gmarkowitz@jjay.cuny.edu



B2 Thursday, January 19, 2006

RHODE ISLAND

Lawyer, historian spar over lead paint

It was the second day of
cross-examination of David
Rosner, a key witness in
the state’s effort to prove
that paint companies
created a public nuisance
by making and marketing
lead-based paints two
generations ago.

'BY PETER B. LORD
JOURNAL ENVIRONMENT WRITER

PROVIDENCE — A paint com-
pany lawyer barraged Columbia
University historian David Ros-
ner yesterday with documents
showing that the federal govern-
ment specified the use of lead-
based paints on schools and
other public buildings for much
of the last century.

Lawyer Donald Scott also pre-
sented a pile of articles from The
Providence Journal and other
publications in which doctors re-
peatedly blamed lead-poisoning
cases on children gnawing on
cribs and toys, rather than paints
wearing off houses.

It was the second day of cross-
examination of Rosner, one of
the key witnesses in the state’s
effort to prove the paint compa-
nies created a public nuisance by

making and marketing lead-
based paints two generations ago
that continue to poison young
children in Rhode Island.

Rosner contends the companies
marketed the paints without any
health warnings even though they
knew the paints were highly toxic,

Scott tried to show that the dan-
gers of lead-based paints weren’t
as obvious in the first half of the

last century as they are now.

While Rosner agreed with
many of Scott’s points, he sparred
politely with Scott all day and
used every opportunity to insist
that the dangers of lead paints
were well known for many years
and should have been avoided.

Scott presented several articles
published in The Providence
Journal in the 1930s and 1940s by
D.L. Richardson, superintendent
of Providence City Hospital (later
known as Charles Chapin Memo-
rial Hospital and now part of the
Providence College campus).

The articles said children were
being lead-poisoned by gnawing
on beds or on lead shields used
by nursing mothers.

Awire service articlc published
in The Providence Journal in
1953 described several children
around the country dying from
lead poisoning after chewing on

painted surfaces.

Scott asked Rosner if he un-
derstood that the medical com-
munity at the time believed that
eating non-food items, or pica,
was the primary source of lead
poisoning, :

Rosner said he wasn’t sure
what doctors thought then. But he
knew that pica was never a prob-
lem unless the item being chewed
was covered with lead paint.

Scott also got Rosner to con-
cede that while health and safety
warnings are commonplace now
on’ many consumer items, they
were all but unknown on prod-
ucts decades ago.

But Rosner quickly added: “No
other consumer products were
quite as dangerous and had such
a long history of knowledge
about their dangers.”

Citing a copy of a deposition
Rosner gave last summer, Scott
said Rosner testified that paint
companies did warn consumers
about the dangers of lead and he
wondered if he was now chang-
ing his story.

No, Rosner said. That deposition
addressed an advertisement taken
out by a company selling lead-free
paints. The paint companies that
didn’t use lead publicly chastised
those that did to get a competitive
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advantage, Rosner said. The com-
panies selling lead-based paints
never published warnings.

Scott presented a study in Bal-
timore showing hundreds of
cases of lead poisoning, mostly
confined to blighted properties.

“Would you agree that the fo-
cus was now shifting from eating

cribs and toys to deteriorating

paint” on houses? Scott asked.

No, Rosner responded. The
dangers on houses had been
known for decades. Now it was
Just being observed “on a mas-
sive scale.”

Scott showed Rosner another
story that ran in The Providence
Journal on Nov. 11, 1951, about a
new law restricting interior use of
lead paints in Baltimore. Scott
asked Rosner if he would accept
that the law was widely publicized.

No, Rosner said. The story just
showed that the “cat was out of
the bag.”

Scott asked Rosner what he
meant by that. The historian re-
sponded: “By 1951, the cat was
out of the bag — the knowledge
that lead was poisoning children
for more than 50 years.”

Scott moved to have that re-
sponse stricken from the record.

plord@projo.com 7 (401) 277-8036
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forit. Forthissalary he bas not to work eight
hours a day forsix daysin the week, but every
r.ln:, in the YeAr, and even ev ery hourin the {Ia.;.,r
e is bound to be re'm‘} to I:n.xe up his !H_aw.r
burden. Othermen have, with Sundays and
]mbliz holidays, about two months in the year
for rost and recrenation ; for the unfortunate
lodge doctor there is no pro vision fora holiday
nnmml or otherwise. The inevitable break-

down in health which must follow such a
gervice makes i1t dear at any price. We feel
that we are right in advising men apainst
melling themselves into such slavery: for

‘ Thero is a tide in the afaies of men,
Which taken at che Nood leads on to fortune |

Omitted, adl the voyage of their life
Is bourd in shallows and ouieecies,”

A PLEA FOR PAINTED RAILINGE AND PAINTED
WALLS OF ROOME AS THE GSOURCE OF
LEAD POISONING ARMONGET QUEERBLAND
CHILDREN. '

By J. Leckhart Gibson. M.D. (Edia), M.R.CE.
{Eng.), Brisbare, Hon. Ophthalmic Surgeon,
Brisbane Hospital for Sick Children.

I uave hrd recently under my care Four fresh
rases of the very definile condition which 1
deseribed ® os "ocularneuaritis, simulating basnl
meningilis—plumbhiam.”  The appearance
of 8o many cases at the same titae, all of them
fairly sevare ones, though fortunately not
of "-f'r"." ]Ullj_._ :s..m.u-’.hug, end all of them cases
which, in my opinion. would have suffered
from permanent blindness unless removed
I'mlm their rurroundings, and possibly also

blue linc on the gums, indicating Lhe presente
of lead circulating in the blood, but not in
sufficient quanlily lo cause the dislinclive
poisonons symptoms.

It is known thatlead when it gains entrance
to the bady ia very slowly excreted by the
kidneys, and in some undoubted cases of Lead
IJﬂL‘*CI]l. ng the Government Analyst luas failed
to find it in the urine, while finding it in other
cases exhibiting absolutely identical symp-
toms. This lent eolour to the beliel that
defective excretion in some children was a
reason Jor their selection as those showing
poisonous symptoms. 1 hope to-might to
furnish a better explanation than idiosyn-
erasy for the selection in a {amily of victims
talead, and also to get rid of the idea that only
small quantities are ingested. Shortly, Lam
able, I believe, and advance a very strong
plea for painted walls and railings as the
source of the lcad, and for the biting of ﬁngar—
nnils or sucking of fingers , a3 in & majority of
cases, the means of conveyance of the lead to
the patient. My own ]wmumi experience is
now, of course, confined to the cascs exhibit-
ing eye symptoms unaccompanied by other

| paralytic aymptoms ; bul I am quite satisfied
| that exeept in isolated cases the source of Lhe

poison is Lhe same in all Queensland children
affected. It ia possible that some of you have
long recognised paint as & source, To my
shame, 1 eannot remember to have done so,
and I eannat remeruber to have ever heard it
diseussed a8 n source, or even seriously stoted
to be one, Mr. Henderson, the Government
Analyat, says ihat he suggested it, but that
the idea was poch-poohed.

The Australasian Medical Gazette, April 20, 1904.
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LEAD POISONING IN CHILDREN WITH ESPECIAL REFERENCE
TO LEAD AS A CAUSE OF CONVULSIONS.'

By Kennern D_Brackran, M.D,,

RALTIMORE, MARYLAND

W E ire i||1|4'[n[|‘|i to the Aust I'\L]iilll W r'il.-:'a' {;i]:ﬁ'un, |,nl.'|~, r[mul'rlr-!',
Breinl and Young and others for much of the recent literature
regarding lead poisoning in children. They have had an unusually
good opportunity to study this condition. Thus, in the Brisbane
(Children’s Hospital, 76 cases were seen in five years and Gibson
||ilt|r:'|l' 1||:]:-it‘f"-.'1'i{ 24 cases -|I1 ‘ii\; Years,

| shall not jii!t'lli]ll to give a |'||||||:|’r-r+- review of the hiterature on §
the f"'H]Ijl'!'T, as the cluef 1rt|_;lt'|'1_ of this communication 1s to draw |3

;Lil:'||1é1|ll 1o |4'.;1L] s U cuuse of convulsions L'JJilnln'!J ;1]]1! o r:'pn!'l
4 cases seen in Dr. Howland's elinie at the Harriet Lane Home, the
Johins ”ni]l{iuﬁ “H.‘-'-iji[ill. ['or the more j:u]mi'[nll[ ill'[éi‘lt'i'i. the
reader is referred to those from which 1 have 1\!'14'!1'-.' l|lm'.='r.| .

! From the Harniet Lane Home, Joling Hopking Hospial,
Ol |_'|-|i|;,|_‘.|',|',=|I .J::hlm H-l"-!:.ll.*-. :I!Il‘r'l.'l'”:'-'.

* Gibson, Love, Hardie, P. Bancroft, Jeffris Turner: Notes on Lead Poisoning
ad Ubserved in Children 1o Brisbane, Intercolomal Medieal
Syduey, 1892, p. 76. Gibson, Lockhart: Ocular Ne

1
the Llepeirtinent

lgress ol Australasia,
irttis simulating Basal Menin-
gitis Plumbism, Australesian Med. Gaz, Uctober 20, 1897, p, 479. A Plea for
Paintedl Hn:hhgn and Pamnited Walls of Hooma as the Source of
Among Queensland Children, Austrulasian Med. Gaz,, 1904
ance of Lumbar Puncture in the Plumbar Geular Neuriti I Cluldren, Tr. Austral
psaan Med., Congress, 1911, n, 750, Hrenl and Young: The Occurrence of Lead
Poisoning Among North Queenslaml Cluldren, Aon. Trop. Med, und Parasitol.
1914 -15, viii, 475, Turner, Jeffns: Lead Pooning Among Queensland Children,
Austrulosian Med. Gaz., 1807, October 20, [ 475.

Lend Posoning
xin, 1489, The Import
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Cater
To The Children

Do you make it a point in
your store to show courtesy
to your youthful customers?
Do you give them the same
consideration and attention
that you do the older folks,
or do you brush them aside
as of less importance?

Have you stopped to think
that the children of today are
the grown-ups of tomorrow
and that a child is particu-
larly quick to remember a

kindness and slow to forget

a slight or an injustice?

A busy parent sends a child
—perhaps a shy little girl

to make a purchase. If there
is a choice of stores, the child
naturally makes a practice of

going where she is made to feel
welcome and where she is
waited on promptly. Shewins
approval for doing her errand
quickly and it takes less time
from her own interests.

This is one of the seemingly
small matters which many
successful mer-
chants consider

worth atten-
tion.

Dyrem i
"— and how is mothar LTI
woday., Alice P~ —
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Do Not Forget the Children—
Some Day They May Be Customers
are not even overlooking the children in our cam or a record
business 1 ] hildren's 5.-.|I|I1_' book, % cl 1'|'[||‘|'-||:]|.'u1'
 two o ave, carries a paint m ¢ to the grown-ups,
and “pictures’’ amuse the little ones. Moreover, in the
k of the l|-.. there 15 a 5] scial ]I|1i 1€ me
rall medl 1s do not hand out these {]H'] .
|||.||||.i:I {'|'|J" 10 £l i : re
Parents appreciate little atten 5 of this sort paid
They like to trade at stores where the youngster 1s not

= little per 1.'m|:~ ing in
e and the 'S the Surface’ idea. : 1l
e clever little be \\11“ |! vou 1|Ir Il l.]ll 'l. I” .'u.-IE- out to your
Order a sSupply

,.u '(..}mi A'L Hﬁ
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Finger

™%

Prints

’

'HERE 1s no cause for worry when finger-

print smudges or dirt spots appear on a wall
painted with Dutch Boy white-lead. A little soap
and water will remove them easily without harm-
ing the paint or marring the beauty of the finish.
Painted walls are sanitary, cheerful and bright.

We carry a complete line of painting supplies
including Dutch Bay white-lead, linseed oil, flat-
ting oil, brushes and all other accessories.

Visit our store and let us help you plan your
home decoration.

Dealer’s Name and Address Here
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Dutch Boys
Hobby

A Paiﬁt Book for
Giﬂs_ and Boys
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DUTCH BOY conguers
OLD MAN GLOOM

CHILDREN’S
PAINT BOOKLET

ARENTS are always interested in the
things that their children.
There 15 no question but that the Dutch
Boy paint book interests youngsters.
[:llhhil'lllll:'!'.: this bookler, theretore, ro
children in vour neighborheood will bring
vou to the atrention of their

parents, identifying your store

INTEresc

as headquarters for the Dutch
Bov white-lead rlu':'.' S0C '.ﬂi-
vertised in newspapers.
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The girl and boy felt very blue . and old with nothing bright, t v
Their toys were old and shabby too, s ¥y was a sorry sight, e Dutcl yass He didn’t like that
They couldn’t play in such a place, And yet that poor neglected room “Oh Mo 1" @ Dne cri h joy, He didn't w
The room was really a disgrace. Was the delight of Old Man Gloom.

m got very
Painter lad.
t him 'round at all.
But mother asked the boy to call.
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gz't'e (,'rmpan to Fatbher or Mother

Then Old Man Gloom cried: “It’s a fact
That I will have to change my act.

My work is all undone!” he said,

“By Dutch Boy art and Dutch Boy Leaad!”

And as the work went on and on
The old and shabby room was gone
And sunny colors, soft and gay,
Made it a lovely place to play.
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qirug- I::.l:il.tllll'ru_':-i.r te Farther or Mother

”“-L .
I ) & {il |]_
A {T - II R '1‘ l'lllll:lrl

—"I'-'
'I ' 1N B

And when the Dutch Boy ¢losed his stay He sasd, *1I'd really like (0 tell,
That happy home was bright and gay. That | paint outside just as well
For he had beautified each room And hotses shine where'er | spread
And fairly rowted Old Man Gloom Thetr outssde walls with Duatch Boy Lead.™
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New York, K. Y. Dacember 12, 183C.

4 oceting of the Board of Direciors was Leld
he Down Town AeesciBtion, Hew "ork O ty, oo Friday,

eceaber lota, at 12:30 P. M.
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¥e are nlso mssisting the Charleston Water Works
investigating an alleged local case of lead polsoning.

The general probler ¢l Dow to eatAblish & gocd
nems for lesad and to countertact guck unair and unfavorahl e
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Ko prollen faoing the lead industry appears to me nore {mportant than the
putlic and privato attitude toward lead bacause of {3 toxio gqualities, The -vcr
prus+snt anxliety, most of it mnoedless, about 0ld and ncwx procducts of lead, iz of
scrious concerm to the inlustry., We aro plving rmoh thought currently to setting
up & progrun pore comprohonsivy than any in which the Associction has alrcady
enra;0d, to halp bring atout a bottor attitude on the part of tho dooctors end the

putlio on lead in lins with tho facts.

Lead Industries Association Annual Meeting, May 29, 1945
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