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Health Claims and the 
Federal Trade Commission
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Campaigns of Scientific Disinformation:
Attack the Evidentiary Base
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Ernst Wynder

Copyright 2007, Allan M. Brandt, brandt@fas.harvard.edu



Copyright 2007, Allan M. Brandt, brandt@fas.harvard.edu



Copyright 2007, Allan M. Brandt, brandt@fas.harvard.edu



Copyright 2007, Allan M. Brandt, brandt@fas.harvard.edu



C.C. Little
C.C. Little and the Tobacco
Industry Research Committee
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Brown and Williamson, Smoking and Health Proposal, 1969, Bates No. 690010951/0959, http://legacy.library.ucsf.edu/tid/rgy93f00.
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Regulation that Undermines
Regulatory Goals
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Anonymous, “Re: Meetings of January 17, 20, 1964,” 23 January 1964, Bates Nos. LG2008157-LG2008164, 
http://tobaccodocuments.org/youth/AmToLIG19640123.Me.html.
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Federally Mandated Package Labels

Caution: Cigarette Smoking May Be 
Hazardous to Your Health

January 1, 1966

Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
that Smoking is Dangerous to Your Health

January 1, 1970
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Exemptions from legislation
• Fair Labeling and Packaging Act (1966)

• Controlled Substances Act (1970)

• Consumer Products Safety Act (1972)

• Federal Hazardous Substances Act (1960) 
– Administered by the Consumer Products 

Safety Commission
- Consumers Product Safety Commission     

Amendments Act (1975)
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1984
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Fred Panzer and Horace R. Kornegay,  “The Roper Proposal,” Tobacco Institute, 1 May 1972, Bates Number: 
TIOK0000424/0427, http://legacy.library.ucsf.edu/tid/rdv91f00.
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Tobacco Institute,  “The Question about Smoking and Health Is Still a Question,” Washington Post (etc.), 1 December 1970, 
Bates Number: TIMN0081352, http://legacy.library.ucsf.edu/tid/szs92f00.  
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Tobacco Document Websites

http://legacy.library.ucsf.edu/
http://tobaccodocuments.org/
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Cultural Ideals that Undermine 
Public Health and Regulatory Efforts
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Seeking New, Less Regulated Markets
in the Developing World
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Brazil
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Deaths from tobacco-related diseases in the developed and 
developing world, 2000 and 2030

Source: Judith Mackay and Michael Eriksen, The Tobacco Atlas, Geneva: World Health Organization, 2000.
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R.R. Millhiser, “Subject: Anti-cigarette Commercials,” 1969, Bates: 2012550207.
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David R. Hardy, “Subject: Project A [Advertisements and Potential Litigation],” 1 January 1970, Bates Nos: 1003059214-
1003059222, http://tobaccodocuments.org/bliley_pm/20840.html.
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John V. Blalock, “Memo from J.V. Blalock to A.Y. Yeaman re: Industry's position,” 1965, Bates: 779064326-779064327.
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Oren Harris, Memo to Paul Rand Dixon, 19 August 1964, Bates No. 680534985/4986, http://legacy.library.ucsf.edu/tid/iyl93ff00.
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David R. Hardy, Shook Hardy & Bacon, “ When to Warn - Why - and How,” 20 April 1970, Bates Nos. 502083233-502083260, 
http://tobaccodocuments.org/rjr/502083233-3260_D1.html.
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Presidents of the Tobacco Institute

George Allen 1961-1966
Ambassador to Iran (1946-1948), Assistant Secretary of State for 
Public Affairs (1948-1949), U.S. Ambassador to Yugoslavia (1949-
1953), U.S. Ambassador to India and Nepal (1953–1954), Assistant 
Secretary of State for Near Eastern, South Asian, and African Affairs 
(1953-1954), U.S. Ambassador to Greece (1956-1957), Director of 
the U.S. Information Agency (1957-1960). 

Earle Clements 1966-1970

U.S. Representative (1945-1947), Governor (1947-1950) and U.S. 
Senator (1950-57) for the state of Kentucky, Senate Minority Whip 
(1953-1955), Senate Majority Whip (1955-1957).

Horace Kornegay 1970-1981 

U.S. Representative, North Carolina (1961-1969).

Samuel Chilcote 1981-1999
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Tobacco Industry Contributions to Federal Candidates, 
1990-2006
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