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The Great Public Health Achievements 
United States 1900-1999

• Vaccination 
• Motor-vehicle safety 
• Safer workplaces 
• Control of infectious diseases 
• Decline in deaths from coronary heart disease and 

stroke 
• Safer and healthier foods 
• Healthier mothers and babies 
• Access to family planning 
• Fluoridation 
• Recognition of tobacco use as a health hazard 
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Figure 1
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Plagues and Politics Today

• Plagues are much with us…again

• Science better than ever

• Mechanisms of control better than ever

• Critical importance of independent in public 
health leadership
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