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Popcorn LungPopcorn Lung
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Workforce Protections Subcommittee Hearing: 
"Have OSHA Standards Kept up with Workplace Hazards?"

Tuesday, April 24, 2007

Witness Testimony:

Edwin Foulke
Assistant Secretary
Department of Labor

Occupational Safety and Health Administration
Washington D.C. 

Eric Peoples 
Former Employee

Victim of Bronchiolitis Obliterans (Popcorn Lung)
Glister-Mary Lee Popcorn Factory

Carthage, Missouri 
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9/24/20079/24/2007-- Kraft Food Ingredients has introduced a new toasted butter flavoKraft Food Ingredients has introduced a new toasted butter flavor, which the r, which the 
firm says can be used in a range of applications to achieve a bufirm says can be used in a range of applications to achieve a butter taste without the caloric tter taste without the caloric 
content.content.

******************

The company did confirm that the standard version of its new flaThe company did confirm that the standard version of its new flavor contains the ingredient vor contains the ingredient 
diacetyl,diacetyl, a common ingredient in butter flavoring, but one that has repeaa common ingredient in butter flavoring, but one that has repeatedly been linked to lung tedly been linked to lung 
disease in employees of manufacturing plants where it is used. Jdisease in employees of manufacturing plants where it is used. Just this month, doctors reported that ust this month, doctors reported that 
the chemical may cause a fatal lung disease in consumers as wellthe chemical may cause a fatal lung disease in consumers as well as factory workers.as factory workers.

KFI told KFI told FoodNavigatorFoodNavigator--USA.comUSA.com that it is addressing the potential diacetyl concern by lookingthat it is addressing the potential diacetyl concern by looking at at 
formulating diacetylformulating diacetyl--free versions of its ingredient.free versions of its ingredient. In fact, one such version has already been In fact, one such version has already been 
developed, and is currently in testing stages.developed, and is currently in testing stages.

"To some customers diacetyl is not an issue, to others it is."To some customers diacetyl is not an issue, to others it is. We're moving forward towards We're moving forward towards 
formulating solutions to meet customer needs,"formulating solutions to meet customer needs," KFI KFI flavoristflavorist Susan Parker told Susan Parker told FoodNavigatorFoodNavigator--USA.comUSA.com..

Kraft launches toasted butter flavorKraft launches toasted butter flavor

By Lorraine HellerBy Lorraine Heller
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WASHINGTON, DCWASHINGTON, DC ---- Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey (DCongresswoman Lynn Woolsey (D--CA), Chairwoman of the CA), Chairwoman of the 
House Committee on Education and Labor's Workforce Protections SHouse Committee on Education and Labor's Workforce Protections Subcommittee, along ubcommittee, along 
with Congressman Phil Hare (Dwith Congressman Phil Hare (D--IL), Congressman Tim Bishop (DIL), Congressman Tim Bishop (D--NY), and other NY), and other 
Democratic members of the Subcommittee, today sent a letter to ADemocratic members of the Subcommittee, today sent a letter to Assistant Secretary Edwin ssistant Secretary Edwin 
G. Foulke, Jr. of the Occupational Safety & Health AdministratioG. Foulke, Jr. of the Occupational Safety & Health Administration calling for a full n calling for a full 
investigation into the safety hazards at industrial laundries owinvestigation into the safety hazards at industrial laundries owned by the Cintas Corporation ned by the Cintas Corporation 
following the death of a worker there this week.following the death of a worker there this week.

Mr. Eleazar TorresMr. Eleazar Torres--Gomez, a 46Gomez, a 46--year old Cintas washroom employee, died in an accident year old Cintas washroom employee, died in an accident 
at Cintas' Tulsa, Oklahoma, plant when, according to press reporat Cintas' Tulsa, Oklahoma, plant when, according to press reports, he was caught by a ts, he was caught by a 
large robotic conveyor used to transfer uniforms from washers tolarge robotic conveyor used to transfer uniforms from washers to dryers, and died inside the dryers, and died inside the 
dryer as it operated for 20 minutes at 300 degrees.dryer as it operated for 20 minutes at 300 degrees.

Woolsey, Hare, Bishop Call for Nationwide Workplace Safety Woolsey, Hare, Bishop Call for Nationwide Workplace Safety 
Investigation into Cintas Corp.Investigation into Cintas Corp.

Other Subcommittee Democrats Sign onto LetterOther Subcommittee Democrats Sign onto Letter

Friday, March 9, 2007Friday, March 9, 2007
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World Trade CenterWorld Trade Center
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World Trade Center Rescue and World Trade Center Rescue and 
Recovery WorkersRecovery Workers

Mr. Nadler (DMr. Nadler (D--NY):NY): In your testimony, Ms. In your testimony, Ms. 
Clark, you say the key to success at the World Clark, you say the key to success at the World 
Trade Center site was working in close Trade Center site was working in close 
partnership. Do you consider what was done at partnership. Do you consider what was done at 
the World Trade Center site a success?the World Trade Center site a success?

Ms. ClarkMs. Clark (OSHA):(OSHA): I do. I do. 
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OSHAOSHA’’s Responses Response
(Short version)(Short version)
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BP Texas CityBP Texas City
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Mine SafetyMine Safety
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Future ActivitiesFuture Activities
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SS--Miner ActMiner Act

Prevent disasters and, in cases where Prevent disasters and, in cases where 
disasters do occur, to disasters do occur, to 
improve emergency responseimprove emergency response
reduce longreduce long--term health risks facing miners, term health risks facing miners, 
such as black lungsuch as black lung
Require MSHA to upgrade Require MSHA to upgrade PELsPELs to reflect to reflect 
NIOSH recommendationsNIOSH recommendations
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RecordkeepingRecordkeeping

Copyright 2007, Jordan A. Barab, jbarab@gmail.com



KatrinaKatrina
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ErgonomicsErgonomics
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Enhanced EnforcementEnhanced Enforcement
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Public EmployeesPublic Employees
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Refineries and Chemical PlantsRefineries and Chemical Plants
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Obstacles To Congressional ActionObstacles To Congressional Action

Lack of information about how OSHA works Lack of information about how OSHA works 
(or doesn(or doesn’’t)t)
Lack of information about health and safety Lack of information about health and safety 
conditions, injuries or fatalities in their district.conditions, injuries or fatalities in their district.
Lack of constituents asking for help on safety Lack of constituents asking for help on safety 
issues.issues.
Universal opposition to everything by the Universal opposition to everything by the 
Chamber, NAM, etc.Chamber, NAM, etc.
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How To Activate Your How To Activate Your 
CongresspersonCongressperson

Call after major incidents, fatalities. Ask whatCall after major incidents, fatalities. Ask what’’s s 
being done?being done?
Get to know their local staff.Get to know their local staff.
Invite them to speak at Workers Memorial Day Invite them to speak at Workers Memorial Day 
events or other activities.events or other activities.
Give them awards.Give them awards.
Ten people sending one letter each is better than Ten people sending one letter each is better than 
one person sending ten letters.one person sending ten letters.
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