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If we do not learn from history, we 
are doomed to …..
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Key Questions

• What does it take to move issues into a 
national priority and secure action?

• What has been attempted historically to 
make oral health a national priority?
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Issue identified by credible 
scientific or advocacy group
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Issue communicated to wider audience and info 
generated through scientific and lay press 
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Issue makes its way onto the policy 
agenda of at least one major organization
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Issue used as bridging strategy to 
other organizations
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No major organizational player 
stands in opposition
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A true national stake that impacts security, 
sensitivity, prosperity, economy, (e.g., sick kids)
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Powerful advocacy group or sustainable 
advocacy coalition that will invest resources
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Outrage over “sympathetic 
“acceptable” vulnerable groups
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Renewed Health Threat 

Copyright 2007, Stephen B. Corbin, scorbin@specialolympics.org



Policy makers move the issue to public 
debate and propose remedies
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What Has Been Attempted in Making Oral 
Health a National Priority

• Dental disease is a universal scourge - everyone at risk
• Tooth problems are responsible for general body 

dysfunctions and can be life threatening– Greeks & 
Egyptians thousands of years ago; dental scientists now

• Dental disease is costly
• Dental disease is preventable
• Dental disease is treatable
• Dental caries is declining and confined to a small 

percentage of the population (thus, manageable!)
• Dental care can provide any smile you can afford 
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What Has Been Attempted Cont….

• Dental disease is a hidden epidemic affecting all groups, 
especially vulnerable

• Current non-system of care leaves millions at risk
• Much can be solved through local initiatives and public 

dental education
• “Innocent” children are dying from lack of routine dental 

care
• National legislation needed to assure essential dental 

care for vulnerable children

None of these arguments, individually or 
collectively, have been enough to push oral 
health above the critical policy threshold!
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Agent, Host. Environment
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James
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