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INTRODUCTION

For the last three years, Kansas Public Health
Association has organized and facilitated a multi-
agency Health Day at the Capitol intended to foster
partnerships and develop legislative relationships
between health advocates, health leaders, and policy
makers to address the core function of policy
development.

METHODS

 collaborated with health policy student

* health fair (information, blood pressure checks,
body fat analysis, cholesterol screenings)

 healthy snacks & prize drawings

 advocacy training KPHA members

* rally on the capitol steps

* legislative reception/lunch

* invitations to practitioners using several email list
serves, electronic newsletters, & linked coalitions

* email & hand delivered invitations to legislators

» National Public Health Week proclamation from the
governor

RESULTS j

» Over 40 vendor/agencies participated 2006 & 2007
Key health policy leaders addressed participants
Advocates met with legislators & health policy staff
KPHA members received training; new policy tools
A new multi-agency health alliance formed

BELOW: Dr. Samuel Crumbine (first health officer in KS)
reenactment

The Alliance for Health
Advocates has 35
member organizations
who meet weekly during
the legislative session to
track health legislation.

CONCLUSION

Health fairs and rallies create opportunities for
collaboration among public health practitioners,
dialogue with legislators, and media attention to
public health policy concerns. Advocacy training is
needed to engage more practitioners to develop
relationships with elected officials which will require
creative strategies to meet practitioner needs. This
event should continue.

ABOVE: Dr. Richter and an MPH student at the health day event

ABOVE: KS State Senator Susan Wagle addressed health day attendees
BELOW. KS State Senator Laura Kelly addressed health day attendees



