
Objective 
To identify key factors for pool drowning 
prevention messages in young children.

●●““Keep Your Eyes on the KidsKeep Your Eyes on the Kids””

●● FDOH Office of Injury Prevention (OIP)  FDOH Office of Injury Prevention (OIP)  
campaign in May campaign in May –– June 2006 and 2007 in June 2006 and 2007 in 
conjunction with county health departments,  conjunction with county health departments,  
ChildrenChildren’’s Medical Services, and Safe Kids s Medical Services, and Safe Kids 
coalitionscoalitions
●● Message: Supervise children near Message: Supervise children near 

waterwater

●● FDOH OIP has partnership with DennyFDOH OIP has partnership with Denny’’s      s      
Restaurants to promote child safetyRestaurants to promote child safety

●● FDOH OIP is working with traditional and FDOH OIP is working with traditional and 
nonnon--traditional partners at the state and     traditional partners at the state and     
local levels to prevent toddler drowningslocal levels to prevent toddler drownings
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●●Primary barrier breached in 71% of  Primary barrier breached in 71% of  
events was a door events was a door 
●● Sliding glass door, French door,     Sliding glass door, French door,     

other house doorother house door

●● Even when appropriate barriers are in Even when appropriate barriers are in 
place, safety precautions are not always place, safety precautions are not always 
observedobserved

●● Most drownings occurred within a Most drownings occurred within a 
matter of minutes while caregiver was matter of minutes while caregiver was 
engaged in some type of routine engaged in some type of routine 
activity within the home activity within the home 

Key Summary Points

Prevention StrategiesMethods
� Case series study from 2003-2006 based on 

epidemiologic investigations conducted by the 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC)

� CSPC epidemiologic investigations included 
multiple data sources: law enforcement 
investigations, medical examiner reports, 
personal or telephone interviews with survivor 
families, visits to event location, newspaper 
accounts and information from the National 
Electronic Injury Surveillance System (NEISS)

� All deaths classified as “accidental drowning” or     
“complications from drowning” in pools

� Data analysis: SPSS version 13

Water Watcher Tag

Other Results

●● 81% of drownings occurred in in81% of drownings occurred in in--ground poolsground pools

●● The typical seasonal pattern associated with The typical seasonal pattern associated with 
recreational water deaths was not evidentrecreational water deaths was not evident

●● 19% had “murky” pool conditions
●● In a few cases, this delayed finding the 
child due to low or no visibility within pool

●● 31% had toys or swim gear in pool

●● 69% of decedents were from 2 parent families

●● 93% were able to walk

●● 29% had some kind of warning event

●● In 83%In 83%, the median amount of time the child 
was estimated to be missing was 11-12 
minutes

Results Related to the Drowning Event

Other Results

●● 86% of decedents were healthy
●● 12% had some type of chronic or acute 

illness

●● Only one child was noted to have been a 
swimmer
●● Not documented in 40% of cases

●● 76% of deaths occurred within 24 hours of 
drowning event

●● Alcohol and drugs were not noted to be a 
factor in any of the events

●● 12% of events occurred during a gathering or 
party

●● 17% of homes where the drowning occurred 
had hurricane damage, but this was not 
directly causal

Background 
● Florida had the highest drowning death rate in      

the United States for children ages 1-4 years 
(8.9/100,000) during 1999-2003

● During 1999-2003, there were 356
unintentional  drowning deaths recorded

● Swimming pool drownings are the most  
common (68%)
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Demographic Results
● N = 58 decedents

● 44 were from 2005, representing 98% of 
vital statistics pool deaths for that year

● Decedents ranged from 9 to 61 months 
of age (median: 24.5 months)

● 67% were males

● 62% were White Non-Hispanic, 24% Black 
Non-Hispanic, 10% Hispanic, 4% other

● 91% were Florida residents

10.3%6Two Adult Relatives

8.6%5Aunt/Uncle/Cousin

6.9%4Mother and Father

1.7%1Mother’s Boyfriend

1.7%1Maid

3.4%2Babysitter

6.9%4Juvenile(s)

12.1%7Grandparent

15.5%9Father

32.8%19Mother

Percent FrequencyCaregiver

Primary Caregiver at time of Event


