Behind the Counter: A National Look at Access to and
Avallability of Plan B OTC in Pharmacies

Nicole Monastersky Maderas MPH, Sharon Cohen Landau MPH, Ingrid Dries-Daffner MPH, Belle Taylor-McGhee
Pharmacy Access Partnership

Goal

We sought to determine
the availability and
accessibility of EC in
pharmacy settings and to
build an understanding of
pharmacists’ experiences
in EC provision post-FDA
decision to make Plan B
OTC.

Background

The Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA)
August 2006 decision to make Plan B EC
available without a prescription for consumers
18 and older changed the landscape for EC
access nationwide. While consumers (both
women and men) age 18 and over (with proof of
age) can obtain Plan B over the counter (OTC)
without a prescription, women under 18 are still
required to have a prescription to obtain EC.

Some Associations’ Reasons For Not

Disseminating Survey

« Despite new OTC availability, EC still a sensitive
topic in pharmacy community due to negative
media attention about pharmacist refusal issue

« Already collaborating with local school of
pharmacy/pharmacy organization on related topic

« Policy to not disseminate surveys from
external organizations
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