
Ask your doctor if a generic drug 
is right for you. See 

www.genericsarepowerful.org 
for more information

You can also learn more about 
generic drugs on the Internet:

Consumer Reports Best Buy Drugs
www.crbestbuydrugs.org

The Unadvertised Brand
www.theunadvertisedbrand.com

Generics Are Powerful Medicines
www.genericsarepowerful.org

FDA Information about Generic Drugs
www.fda.gov/cder/ogd

For more information 
There are organizations in your 
community that can help address 
any questions you have about 
generics.  You can contact them by 
phone or mail at the address below.

Ask your doctor if a generic drug 
is right for you. See 

www.genericsarepowerful.org 
for more information
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Ask your doctor if a generic 
drug is right for you.  
Your doctor cares about you and wants 
you to get the best medicine at the 
most affordable price. Your doctor 
is there to help you if you have 
questions about your medicine or if 
you are concerned about its cost. 

A generic drug is the most cost-
effective option in most cases. But 
there are some special medical 
conditions where a generic drug is not 
yet available or where a brand-name 
drug might be the better treatment 
for you.  

Ask your doctor if there is a generic 
drug that is right for you.

Generics are 
powerful medicine
Prescription drugs are important 
because they help people with medical 
conditions like asthma, diabetes, and 
heart disease. But as the cost of 
medications increase, many people 
worry about whether they can afford 
to pay for all their prescriptions.  

There is a way to lower your drug 
costs while getting the same benefi ts–
use generic drugs. This brochure 
explains what generic drugs are and 
how they can help you improve your 
health and spend less money.

What are generic drugs?
Generic drugs are a lower cost version 
of brand-name drugs. Generic drugs 
have the same medicine as the brand-
name version, but they have a slightly 
different name and look.

Generic drugs are effective
Generic drugs work just as well as 
the brand-name version. Generics 
are approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), which makes 
sure they are equal to brand-name 
drugs in safety, strength, quality, and 
performance.  

See www.genericsarepowerful.org for more information

Generic drugs are safe
Generic drugs have been around much 
longer than the newer, brand-name 
drugs you see in advertisements. 
Millions of people have taken them for 
a long time. This means that more is 
known about generics’ safety and side 
effects. Newer, brand-name drugs have 
more unknown risks because fewer 
people have used them. So it can be hard 
to know what their long-term effects are 
and if they have dangerous side effects.

Generic drugs are affordable
Generic drugs are much less expensive 
than brand-name drugs. Many cost only 
$4 a month at certain chain stores, or 
$10 for a three month supply. Generics
cost less than brand names because 
many different companies make them. 
The competition among these companies
drives down the price. Using generic 
drugs saves money and helps keep 
health care affordable for people who 
don’t have insurance that covers the 
cost of their medicine.

Generic Drugs are available 
Generic drugs help millions of Americans 
stay healthy and save money. Generics 
are available for almost every type 
of drug and for almost all medical 
conditions. In fact, two out of 
three prescriptions fi lled are 
generic drugs.
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