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Table 1: Dimensions of Definitions of “Youth Homelessness”
Dimension Description Number Percent*
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Introduction
Service Use Recipients of services from agencies such as drop-in centers, shelters, and clinics 53 27
Type of Shelter Type of places that youth sleep, spend the night, or use as shelter 80 41
Involvement in Street Economy Meeting subsistence needs by illegal or marginal means such as panhandling, survival sex, theft, or drug dealing 11 6

Relationship to Parents/Guardians
Lack of a typical relationship with parents, legal guardians, or caretakers, often including youth not living with, or receiving
financial support from parents or guardians, or in a living situation without parent or guardian permission

44 23

Duration Specification of a certain amount of time that a youth must be in a living situation before being considered homeless 42 22
History of Homelessness Includes youth who may be currently domiciled, but have been homeless in the past 42 22
Unstable/Transitional Housing Living in shelters that are not expected to be permanent 25 13

•Youth homelessness is associated with a number of  health problems, including 
infectious diseases (HIV, hepatitis B &C), substance abuse, violence, and mental 
health disorders (Boivin et al., 2005; Kipke et al., 1993).

•Research on homeless, runaway, and street youth is hampered by lack of a 
standard definitions. This lack of consistency makes it difficult to compare results 
across papers, and limits generalizability.

•We conducted a systematic review of the literature to categorize the definitions of 
youth homelessness and related terms such as “runaway/throwaway” and “street 

th” i th i d lit t
Self-identification Self-identification with the term “homeless” or a related term 8 4
Hangouts Persons encountered in areas frequented by homeless individuals 2 1
No definition No definition specified, or a definition that is unclear or vague 76 39
Other Specification of another definition of youth homelessness that does not fit into any of the categories above. 15 8
*Percents sum to more than 100, as categories are not exclusive.

youth” in the peer-reviewed literature.

Methods

We conducted searches in July 2007 in PubMed, using MeSH heading “homeless 
youth,” and in Psych Info, using keywords “homeless” and “adolescent.” Inclusion 
criteria were: 
F i d j l

Number of articles using each Dimension of the definition of 
“Y th H l ” Di i•From a peer-reviewed journal

•English or French language
•Published since 1996
•Research conducted in the United States or Canada
•Original research. 
•Including persons of adolescent or young adult age.
•Not limited to youth living with homeless families
As the journal article was the unit of analysis, there are multiple articles from some
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“Youth Homelessness” Discussion

•There are a wide range of definitions of youth homelessness employed in the 
current peer-reviewed literature. No one definition predominates. 

•Of note, 39% of the articles surveyed gave no definition, or an unclear 
definition of homelessness.

•27% of surveyed articles defined youth homelessness via receipt of agency 
services, which limits generalizability and excludes non-service accessing 
youth, who may be at higher risk for poor outcomes than youth who access As the journal article was the unit of analysis, there are multiple articles from some 

research projects, such as the Midwest Homeless and Runaway Adolescent Project 
(MHRAP), the AIDS Evaluation of Street Outreach Projects (AESOP) and the 
Seattle Homeless Adolescent Research and Education Study (SHARE).

Implications and Future Directions

These results highlight the need for a consistent, explicit, and easy to 
understand definition of youth homelessness. When evaluating the 
generalizability of research on homeless youth it is important to considerHangouts

Self-identification

Involvement in Street Economy

Other

Unstable/Transitional Housing

Duration services (Carlson et al, 2006; DeRosa et al, 1999).

Results

We identified 193 articles that met our inclusion criteria From these we identified generalizability of research on homeless youth, it is important to consider 
how the investigators defined their source population.0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

Number of Articles

We identified 193 articles that met our inclusion criteria. From these, we identified 
twelve non-exclusive “dimensions” of definitions, presented in Table 1.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


