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Positive adolescent outcomes have been
associated with a father’s’ and a mother’s
warmth3. Adolescents who experience
positive relationships with their father
have positive behavioral outcomes® and a
mother’s warmth has positively impacted
adolescent females’ sexual behaviors3.
Other studies show that time spent with a
father and the support received from a
father is related to psychological well-
being®.

Purpose

The purpose of this study was to examine
the effects of maternal and paternal
warmth on the psychosocial outcomes
and behaviors of adolescents living in
impoverished neighborhoods.
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The Mobile Youth Survey (MYS)

» Administered to youth ages 10 -18
years of age.

» Neighborhoods are predominately
African-American (95%).

» Poverty levels ranged from 31.5% to
81.4%.

Statistical Analysis
> Alinear mixed model used for

continuous variables.

» Generalized linear mixed models were
used for dichotomous variables.

> All models were controlled for age,
gender, neighborhood, cohort, and
wave of participation.
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LINEAR REGRESSION OF PATERNAL WARMTH AND ADOLESCENT RISK
BEHAVIORS

LINEAR REGRESSION OF MATERNAL WARMTH AND ADOLESCENT RISK
BEHAVIORS

Unadjusted for Maternal | Adjusted for Maternal
Warmth Warmth

Unadjusted for Paternal Adjusted for Paternal
Warmth Warmth

Risk Factor B SE p-value B SE p-value

Risk Factor B SE_ p-value SE_ p-value

exual Behavior
ondom use 0.01  0.8251 |- . 0.4903
Had sex w/ someone who did
not wantto . 0.2200 | - . 0.2467
Had sex when they did not
antto - . 0.0364 | - .| 0.1097
Ever had sexual intercourse . 0.8115 . 0.3657

Hopelessness
Positive marriage expectations

Ever been arrested

Ever cut or shot someone

Ever been in a physical fight
ang involvement

Ever got other kids to fight
Ever carried a knife or gun

\Sexual Behavior
ICondom use 0.01 0.0266 | 0. 0.01 0.0229
Had sex w/ someone who did
not want to 0.00 0.3175 |-O0. 0.01  0.8522
Had sex when they did not
wantto 0.0872*|-0.! 0.7789
Ever had sexual intercourse X 0.0494 |- 0.0869*

ISubstance Use
Marijuana use
|Alcohol use

ICigarette use

ICocaine use

Ever got drunk or high

IPsychosocial

Hopelessness

Positive marriage expectations
|Worry

[Self-worth

[Traumatic stress

IAdult Expectation

Violence or Deliquency
Ever been arrested 0.0148 | -0.
Ever cut or shot someone . 0.0021 | -0.
Ever been in a physical fight X 0.2699 | -
IGang involvement X 0.0097 | -0.
Ever carried a gun X 0.0077 | -0.
Ever carried a knife -0. . 0.1432 |-0.
Ever got other kids to fight -0. X 0.0159 | -

Ever carried a knife or gun . 0.0016 | 0.

Statistically significiant variables are highlighted in bold and italics for easy viewing.
ignificant variables (p<0.10).
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Statistically significiant variables are highlighted in bold and italics for easy viewing.
*Moderately significant variables (p<0.10).
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The current study shows that the perceived warmth of a mother or mother figure may have
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more impact on the psychosocial outcomes of adolescents living in poverty than the
perceived warmth of a father or father figure as seen in other studies24. Although paternal
warmth had significant impacts on several psychosocial outcomes, when controlling for
maternal warmth, many of the effects were no longer significant. This study does not
propose that the warmth of a father is unnecessary. Instead it may be a result of the context
in which these adolescents live. Living in predominately single-women headed households,
these adolescents may be more exposed to a mother or mother figure’s warmth more than

the warmth of a non-resident father of father figure which may be reflected in the results.




