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DefinitionDefinition

“the art and science of “the art and science of protectingprotecting
against environmental factors that against environmental factors that 
may adversely impact may adversely impact human healthhuman healthy y py y p
or the or the ecological balancesecological balances essential essential 
to longto long--term human health and term human health and 
environmental quality, whether in the environmental quality, whether in the 
natural or humannatural or human--made environment”.made environment”.

Committee on the Future of Environmental Health. "The Future of 
Environmental Health: Part two," Journal of Environmental Health 55 
(1993): 42-45. 

Roots of Environmental Roots of Environmental 
HealthHealth

ImpactImpact

 Inspections became customaryInspections became customary
–– QuotasQuotas
–– Used to evaluate staffUsed to evaluate staff

 Limited workforce preparationLimited workforce preparation
 Focus on infectious diseasesFocus on infectious diseases
 EPA and fragmentationEPA and fragmentation
 Emerging issues Emerging issues –– how prepared are how prepared are 

we?we?

Where We AreWhere We Are

 Emphasis on enforcementEmphasis on enforcement
 Emerging environmental health problemsEmerging environmental health problems
 Disconnect between health and environmentDisconnect between health and environment
 Measure the number of activitiesMeasure the number of activities
 What is accomplished by doing inspections?What is accomplished by doing inspections?
 Lost sense of purpose?Lost sense of purpose?
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Enhancing the Environmental Enhancing the Environmental 
Health SystemHealth System

 Core functions
 Essential PH Services
 Essential EH Services Essential EH Services
 NPHPS
 Accreditation

– PHAB

VisionVision

 NationallyNationally
–– Build consistencyBuild consistency
–– Build capacityBuild capacityBuild capacityBuild capacity
–– Build accountabilityBuild accountability

 National Environmental Public Health National Environmental Public Health 
Performance Standards projectPerformance Standards project

ValueValue

 Provide a clear sense of purposeProvide a clear sense of purpose
 Elevates us to a complete and Elevates us to a complete and 

comprehensive public health programcomprehensive public health programcomprehensive public health programcomprehensive public health program
 Can assist with budget justificationCan assist with budget justification
 Can be applied to a system or programCan be applied to a system or program
 Orient new and existing staffOrient new and existing staff

Scoring MatrixScoring Matrix

 No activity=No activity= 0%0%
 Minimal activity=Minimal activity= >0 >0 –– 25%25%
 Moderate activity=Moderate activity= >25>25 50%50% Moderate activity=Moderate activity= >25 >25 –– 50%50%
 Significant activity=Significant activity= >50 >50 –– 75%75%
 Optimal activity=Optimal activity= >75 >75 –– 100%100%
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Average Scores by Essential EH Service for EnvPHPSv2 for Workshop 
Participants 2008 ‐ 2009 (n=89) 

Monitor Diagnose Inform Mobilize Policy Enforce Link Workforce Evaluate Research

Score 35 67 60 53 50 66 46 58 32 44
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Response Frequency  to Questions on Essential EH Service #1 (Monitor) 
for EnvPHPS v2 ‐Workshop Participants 2008 ‐ 2009 (n = 89)

No Activity

Q 1.1.1 Q 1.1.1.1 Q 1.1.1.2 Q 1.1.2 Q 1.1.3 Q 1.1.4 Q 1.2 Q 1.3.1 Q 1.3.2

No Activity 41 54 28 45 22 26 25 15 25

Minimal 19 11 25 22 19 27 25 23 30

Moderate 11 14 17 14 32 20 24 27 22

Significant 9 3 12 3 11 8 9 12 9

Optimal 9 7 7 5 5 8 6 12 3
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Gaps in Essential EH Service Gaps in Essential EH Service 
#1 (Monitor)#1 (Monitor)

 1.1.11.1.1 Has a community environmental Has a community environmental 
health assessment been completed?health assessment been completed?

 1.1.1.11.1.1.1 Is the community environmental Is the community environmental 
health assessment updated at least every 3 health assessment updated at least every 3 
years?years?

 1.1.1.21.1.1.2 Are existing and potential EH Are existing and potential EH 
trends identified by comparing analysis trends identified by comparing analysis 
results to relevant benchmarks?results to relevant benchmarks?

Gaps in Essential EH Service Gaps in Essential EH Service 
#1 (Monitor)#1 (Monitor)
•• 1.1.21.1.2 Have the data from the community Have the data from the community 

environmental health assessment been environmental health assessment been 
compiled into an updated profile?compiled into an updated profile?

•• 1 1 31 1 3 Are EH data prepared in a formatAre EH data prepared in a format•• 1.1.31.1.3 Are EH data prepared in a format Are EH data prepared in a format 
that allows for the clear communication and that allows for the clear communication and 
interpretation by the public and policy interpretation by the public and policy 
makers?makers?

•• 1.1.41.1.4 Is information about the community Is information about the community 
EH profile easily available to all?EH profile easily available to all?

Gaps in Essential EH Service Gaps in Essential EH Service 
#1 (Monitor)#1 (Monitor)

 1.21.2 Are appropriate tools, such as GIS, Are appropriate tools, such as GIS, 
used to support the profile databases?used to support the profile databases?

 1.3.11.3.1 Are data collected from a range of Are data collected from a range of 
sources involved in environmental and sources involved in environmental and 
public health protection?public health protection?

 1.3.21.3.2 Have plans been made to address Have plans been made to address 
gaps in information and data needed?gaps in information and data needed?
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Response Frequency to Questions for Essential EH Service #9 Evaluate 
for EnvPHPS v2 ‐Workshop Participants 2008 ‐ 2009 (n=89)

No Activity

Q 9.1.1 Q 9.1.2 Q 9.1.3 Q 9.2

No Activity 5 35 35 35

Minimal 14 28 23 27

Moderate 33 16 16 17

Significant 25 6 13 5

Optimal 12 4 2 5
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Gaps in Essential EH Service Gaps in Essential EH Service 
#9 (Diagnose)#9 (Diagnose)
•• 9.1.19.1.1 Are environmental public health Are environmental public health 

programs and services routinely evaluated with a programs and services routinely evaluated with a 
focus on accomplishments and achievement or focus on accomplishments and achievement or 
program goals?program goals?
9 1 29 1 2 Is an assessment completed thatIs an assessment completed that•• 9.1.29.1.2 Is an assessment completed that Is an assessment completed that 
measures the satisfaction of stakeholders and measures the satisfaction of stakeholders and 
residents with environmental public health residents with environmental public health 
services?services?

•• 9.1.39.1.3 Is an action plan in place and Is an action plan in place and 
implemented to address needed improvements to implemented to address needed improvements to 
services and policies identified through services and policies identified through 
evaluations?evaluations?

Gaps in Essential EH Service Gaps in Essential EH Service 
#9 (Diagnose)#9 (Diagnose)

 9.29.2 Has the EH System or program Has the EH System or program 
evaluated the effectiveness of the multiple evaluated the effectiveness of the multiple pp
agencies with responsibility in areas of agencies with responsibility in areas of 
environmental health in terms of their environmental health in terms of their 
coordinated and timely responses to all coordinated and timely responses to all 
constituents?constituents?
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