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Learning objectives

® Evaluate Photovoice as a participatory
research method to support evidence-
based advocacy efforts of individuals
with disabilities.

®|dentify the relationship between a
participatory approach to disability
research and the philosophy of
Independent Living.

“Doing Disability Research”

@ Disability scholars call for disability
research to follow critically oriented or
emancipatory research paradigms oiiver, 1992)

®Independent Living
®PWD are the best

experts on their needs
o Self-determination

Community-Based
Participatory Research

®Brings people with disabilities to the
research table as partners in the
research process

®Promotes local capacity building and
empowerment of people with
disabilities

® Photovoice is a qualitative participatory
research Method e sums s, wans o5 wmprorooicecom
® Goals of photovoice

®Enable people to document the
community from their perspective

® Promote knowledge through discussion
of photographs

® Reach “policy makers”
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Partnership

o disAbility Resource Center
@ Center for Independent Living
® North Charleston, SC
® Mission:
® Advocate, Educate, Empower
for a fully inclusive community

o hdda

disAbility Resource Center

Research Aim & Design

® Aim: to identify barriers and facilitators to
community participation experienced by
people with SCl in the community served
by the dRC.

® Non-experimental qualitative study
® CBPR approach
@ Photovoice method

® Applied as a participatory assessment
and issue selection tool

Sample (n=10)

Gender: 60% male

Age: 21-64 yrs (mean 42.1 yrs)

Race: 50% African American,
50% White

Time since

injury: 2-36 years (mean 24yrs)

30% Cervical,
70% Non-cervical
Wheelchair users

Level of Injury:

Mobility:

e®Data Collection
@ Photovoice training
®Photo Assignments
®Individual Interviews
® Group discussions

®Data Management
eDigital photographs
e Digital audio recordings &
verbatim transcription
®NVivo 8 software

Data Analysis
@ Content analysis of interviews

@ Analytic Framework:
ICF -Taxonomy of Environmental Factors

® Chapter 1: Products and Technology

@ Chapter 2: Natural Environment

@ Chapter 3: Support and Relationships

® Chapter 4: Attitudes

@ Chapter 5: Services, Systems, & Policies

(WHO, 2003)
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Moving to Action... CAUGHT
® Advocacy IN TE ACT

® Education - Sharing
results with the public,
other disability
advocates, &
policymakers

g Disabled people use Photovoice project toshow B
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Evidence-based Advocacy

@ Campaigns for change require
compelling arguments that
are based upon reliable and
verifiable evidence

¥t Parking advocate
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Columbia:
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From Where | Sit

Our community through the eyes of people with spinal cord injury

il

A PHOTOVOICE PROJECT

Conclusion

®Participatory research
complements the philosophy of
independent living

®Photovoice is effective in
providing the evidence for
evidence-based advocacy.
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