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Background

Galveston, an island city located along the upper 

Texas coast, suffered a direct hit from Hurricane 

Ike in late-2008.  About 75% of homes and over 

80% of businesses were severely impacted by 

the storm.  While devastating, the storm 

provided the city with an opportunity to address 

a number of long existing issues affecting the 

community, including:

• concentrated poverty

• dilapidated housing

• economic development

• deteriorating infrastructure

The potential responses to addressing these 

areas during the redevelopment of the island 

have varying health impacts.  This work aims to 

inform the potential health impacts of recovery 

efforts in an attempt to rebuild the city into a 

healthier and more equitable community 

following Hurricane Ike.  
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Next Steps

Continue working with city officials, service 

providers, and local residents to identify priority 

issues and develop potential solutions that 

would improve health impact

Provide training and technical support for 

bringing health into all policy decision making 

processes locally

Expand process into similar communities along 

the Texas Gulf Coast
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Process

Our process utilizes the Healthy Development 

Measurement Tool (HDMT)1 as a model.  The 

HDMT provides a framework for health impact 

assessments on a range of topics grouped into 

six elements: environmental stewardship, 

sustainable and safe transportation, social 

cohesion, public infrastructure / access to goods 

and services, adequate and healthy housing, 

and a healthy economy.  See figure 1.

Figure 1: Example of how the HDMT process works for 

addressing access to healthy and 

affordable foods.
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Work to Date

• Modifying existing and identifying 

additional HDMT indicators for 

appropriate application to the 

Galveston community

• Collecting data on indicators related to 

housing, access to health care, 

transportation, access to healthy foods, 

land-use and zoning, pre-storm 

demographics, and many others

• Working with local government to 

integrate indicators into long-term 

planning efforts, including the municipal 

comprehensive plan and re-zoning 

efforts

• Developing partnership with local 

housing authority to address the 

redevelopment of public and low-income 

housing and reduction of poverty
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