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Core Functions and Essential Services of Public Health

Source: Public Health Functions Steering Committee July 1995 
http://www.health.gov/phfunctions/public.htm





Assessment

• Youth Risk Behavior Survey

• Behavioral Risk Factor Survey 

• HIV surveillance data
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Percent of sexually active high school students that  
reported same-sex contact, Wisconsin, 2007 and 2009
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Wisconsin

Sources: Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2009, Departments of Public Instruction 
and Health Services; Milwaukee Public Schools
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Percent of sexually active high school students that  
reported same-sex contact, Wisconsin and Milwaukee, 

2007 and 2009

9%

91% 84%

16%

Same-sex sexual contact
Opposite-sex sexual contact only

Wisconsin Milwaukee

Sources: Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2009, Departments of Public Instruction 
and Health Services; Milwaukee Public Schools



Selected health behaviors and risks for youth engaging 
in same-sex versus only opposite-sex sexual contact, 

Wisconsin, 2007 and 2009
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Sources: Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2009, Departments of Public Instruction 
and Health Services



Selected health behaviors and risks for youth engaging 
in same-sex versus only opposite-sex sexual contact, 

Wisconsin, 2007 and 2009
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Sources: Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2009, Departments of Public Instruction 
and Health Services



Selected health behaviors and risks for youth engaging 
in same-sex versus only opposite-sex sexual contact, 

Wisconsin, 2007 and 2009
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Percent of Wisconsin adults without healthcare 
coverage by sexual orientation, 2007 and 2008
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Source: Wisconsin Behavior Risk Factor Survey, 2007 and 2008, Dept of Health Services



Of 100 Wisconsin residents, ages 15-59, 
how many have HIV? 

Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2010010



Of 100 Wisconsin residents, ages 15-59, 
how many have HIV? 

Less than one
(2 in 1,000)

Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2010010



Of 100 white men who have sex with men, in Wisconsin, ages 15-59, 
how many have HIV? 

Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2010010



Of 100 white men who have sex with men in Wisconsin, ages 15-59, 
how many have HIV? 

3 to 6

Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2010010



Of 100 Latino/Hispanic men who have sex with men in Wisconsin, ages 15-59, 
how many have HIV? 

Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2010010



Of 100 Latino/Hispanic men who have sex with men in Wisconsin, ages 15-59,
how many have HIV? 

6 to 12

Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2010010



Of 100 African American men who have sex with men in Wisconsin, ages 15-59, 
how many have HIV? 

Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2010010



Of 100 African American men who have sex with men in Wisconsin, ages 15-59,
how many have HIV? 

20-40

Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2Source: Wisconsin Division of Public Health, AIDS/HIV Program, 2010010







Assurance

• Competent workforce 

• Funding local agencies to provide services
HIV services and 3 non-HIV LGBT health projects
Public service campaign to address homophobia 

• Evaluation of services and resource allocation

• Development and launch of LGBT health website
4 Public policy grad students – spring 2009, review websites
Public health grad student – summer 2010 developed website



Banner for Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
LGBT Health web site







Policy Development

• Community engagement: build support 
within DHS and participate in external 
networks

• State health plan

• Advocacy by DHS administrators







Key elements to success

• Partnership between state government and community 
organizations 

• High-level departmental support

• Funding is always helpful, but a lot can be accomplished 
through creative staffing and use of students

• Robust data, strategically presented

• Successes, both within a jurisdiction and across 
jurisdictions, build on one another 

(Thank you Illinois and North Dakota)



For more information:

• Session 5169.0 at APHA on Wednesday at 12:30:
Chitra Karki, Health disparities experienced by youth  

engaging in same-sex sexual contact in Wisconsin

• Wisconsin LGBT Health website:
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/lgbthealth/index.htm
Or Google  wi lgbt health

• Mari Gasiorowicz, mari.gasiorowicz@wi.gov


