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Making single payer mainstream 

  Left wing, socialist 
  Talk of poor, 

disenfranchised 
  Critical of American 

business 
  Radical 

  Centrist, Mainstream 
  Talk about jobs and 

family 
  Sympathetic to 

American business 
  Patriotic 

Looking at Costs 

Health Care Costs at $2.7 Tr in 2011 and almost 
doubles in 9 years.  Total for Decade?  $36 Trillion!! 

Source:  CMS, Natl Health Expenditures, Health Affairs August 2011	
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Looking at Quality 



2009 National Healthcare Quality 
Report 

  “We find that health 
care quality in 
America is 
suboptimal” 

Agency for Healthcare Quality and Research, March 2010	



Looking at Access 

49.9 Million 
Uninsured 

Source:  US Census, 2011	



Health Care Reform:  Which Direction? 

No domestic issue is more divided than 
health care 

Major Stakes for Both Parties 

  Democrats 
–  Signature Issue for 

Obama 

  Republicans 
–  Plan is too big 
–  Government takeover 
–  It will influence the 

2012 presidential 
election 



$1.2 Billion Spent on Health Care Lobbying! 

Center for Public Integrity, March 26, 2010	



We have the Most 
Expensive Health Care 
System in the World 
 
By far . . .  
 
Yet we have lower life 
expectancy than half of 
the world 

National Geographic, OECD Health Data 2009 

Testimony on Why US is an Outlier 

Barry Anderson, Natl Commission on Fiscal Responsibility, July 28, 2010	



Retiree Health Care devastates NY State 

NY Times, Oct 12, 2010	



Retiree Health Care Can Bankrupt NJ 

60 Minutes, Dec. 19, 2010	



State and Local Government Unfunded 
Health Care Liability - $530 Billion! 

US GAO, Nov. 2009	





Only 100% Universal Health Care 

 
 Discounts future health care costs 
 Dramatically eliminates retiree health 

liability on balance sheet  

Jobless Recovery in a Global Economy? 

 Why would we hire Americans when we 
have the most expensive health care per 
capita in the world? 

 Other countries that provide universal 
health care have either single payer or the 
insurers act as a single payer 

 A country that does not produce things will 
soon be a second class country 

What Does It Mean When a Nation 
Stops Making Things Here? 

Jobs, jobs, jobs . . . Health care are 
linked 

 Employer sponsored insurance is a cost for 
every employer 

  In a global economy, jobs follow 
manufacturing 

Dramatic Loss of Jobs That May Never 
Return 

US Bureau of Labor Statistics	



Why US Manufacturers Move Overseas? 

  United States 
–  $7,300 per capita on 

health care in 2007 
–  Administrative 

overhead 31% *  
–  Per capita income 

$46,000 

  Taiwan 
–  $800 per capita on 

health care in 2007 
–  Administrative 

overhead 1.6% * 
–  Per capita income 

$30,100 

* Sources:  NEJM, August 21, 2003, Bureau of NHI, Taiwan 



Information technology   

 Congress has $19 Billion in the economic 
stimulus bill 

 Can we do health IT with such a 
dysfunctional fragmented system? 

Health IT works when the health system 
works (Taiwan) 

Frontline, April 2008 

NY Times, Feb 26, 2010	



What about our enormous deficit? 

President Obama on Deficit 

White House Press Conf - March 11, 2011	



We spend twice as much on health care 
than the rest of the world! 

  50 years of expensive market based 
medicine means we are borrowing gobs of 
money 

 Costs too much 
 Covers too few 
 Hurts too many 



2010 US Debt - $14.3 Trillion!   

Huff Post, Aug 2, 2011	



David Walker, former US Comptroller 
General 

60 Minutes, March 4, 2007	



How Tough Are Our Choices? 

  Bankrupt Private Health Insurers? 
 

  Bankrupt America? 
    

Making a decision on a tough choice 

 Well, if you put it that way . . . . The choice 
is clear 

 We must control health care costs  . . .  
– For the sake of American jobs 
– For the sake of our national deficit 
– For our kids future 

Questions? 


