
RESEARCH-‐POSTERS.COM/APHA	  	  
APHA	  	  POSTER	  	  TEMPLATE	  

This	  	  template	  will	  help	  provide	  1me-‐saving	  assistance	  to	  you	  in	  developing	  
a	  professional	  appearing	  36”x72”	  	  poster.	  	  

	  
	  

Research-‐Posters.com	  is	  proud	  to	  be	  chosen	  as	  the	  preferred	  poster	  prin1ng	  vendor	  by	  
the	  American	  Public	  Health	  Associa1on	  (APHA)	  for	  the	  fiHh	  consecu1ve	  year.	  	  Our	  poster	  
prices	  (which	  are	  up	  to	  33%	  less	  than	  FedEx	  Kinko's)	  include	  ground	  shipping	  to	  APHA's	  
Annual	  Mee1ng	  &	  Exposi1on	  in	  Boston	  and	  storage	  un1l	  you	  are	  ready	  to	  present	  your	  
poster.	  	  No	  other	  poster	  prin1ng	  service	  will	  allow	  you	  the	  convenience	  of	  having	  your	  
poster	  wai1ng	  for	  you	  onsite	  at	  the	  APHA	  poster	  sessions.	  	  The	  hassle-‐free	  convenience	  of	  
using	  our	  service	  will	  also	  help	  you	  avoid	  hidden	  charges	  (checked	  bag	  fees,	  hotel	  storage	  
fees	  and	  receiving	  fees)	  that	  can	  occur	  by	  transpor1ng	  your	  poster	  to	  Boston.	  	  Using	  
Research-‐Posters.com	  to	  print	  your	  poster	  will	  allow	  you	  the	  convenience	  you	  hope	  for	  
while	  aVending	  an	  out	  of	  town	  mee1ng	  and	  will	  give	  you	  the	  comfort	  of	  knowing	  that	  you	  
will	  stay	  within	  budget	  by	  avoiding	  hidden	  costs	  that	  can	  arise.	  	  
	  

POSTER	  PICK-‐UP	  HOURS*	  
(at	  the	  Boston	  Conven1on	  &	  Exhibi1on	  Center	  )	  

	  
Sunday	  (11/3)	  .	  .	  .	  .	  .	  10:00am	  -‐	  5:00pm	  	  
Monday	  (11/4)	  .	  .	  .	  .	  .	  8:00am	  -‐	  5:00pm	  
Tuesday	  (11/5)	  .	  .	  .	  .	  .	  8:00am	  -‐	  5:00pm	  

Wednesday	  (11/6)	  .	  .	  .	  .	  .	  7:00am	  -‐	  9:30am	  
	  

*	  PICK-‐UP	  LOCATION	  AND	  ANY	  CHANGES	  TO	  POSTER	  PICK-‐UP	  HOURS	  WILL	  BE	  PUBLISHED	  
	  AT	  RESEARCH-‐POSTERS.COM/APHA	  CLOSER	  TO	  THE	  CONFERENCE	  DATE	  

	  
Once	  you	  design	  your	  poster,	  all	  you	  need	  to	  do	  is	  order	  your	  poster	  at	  www.Research-‐
Posters.com/apha	  for	  our	  first-‐class	  prin1ng	  services	  and	  the	  convenience	  of	  picking	  up	  
your	  poster	  onsite	  at	  the	  APHA	  141st	  Annual	  Mee1ng	  &	  Exposi1on	  in	  Boston.	  
	  
POSTER	  ORDERS	  RECEIVED	  BEFORE	  8:00PM	  PST	  ON	  OCTOBER	  12TH	  WILL	  RECEIVE	  
DISCOUNTED	  EARLY-‐BIRD	  PRICING.	  	  ORDERS	  RECEIVED	  AFTER	  OCTOBER	  12TH	  BUT	  BEFORE	  
8:00PM	  PST	  ON	  OCTOBER	  24TH	  WILL	  BE	  CHARGED	  AT	  OUR	  NORMAL	  APHA	  RATES.	  	  PLEASE	  
CONTACT	  US	  AT	  SERVICE@RESEARCH-‐POSTERS.COM	  FOR	  ORDERS	  BEING	  SUBMITTED	  
AFTER	  OCTOBER	  18TH.	  	  
	  

*	  *	  *	  BOTH	  THIS	  SECTION	  AND	  THE	  ONE	  TO	  THE	  RIGHT	  
	  WILL	  NOT	  BE	  PRINTED	  *	  *	  *	  

	  
	  
	  

HOW	  TO	  USE	  THIS	  TEMPLATE	  	  
	  

CHANGING	  THE	  LAYOUT	  
This	  template	  has	  several	  different	  column	  layouts.	  	  Right-‐click	  your	  mouse	  on	  the	  template	  background	  
and	  click	  on	  “Layout”	  to	  see	  different	  layout	  op1ons.	  	  The	  column	  widths	  in	  these	  preformaVed	  layouts	  
cannot	  be	  moved	  but	  advanced	  users	  can	  modify	  any	  layout	  by	  clicking	  on	  the	  VIEW	  menu	  and	  then	  on	  
SLIDE	  MASTER.	  

CHANGING	  THE	  COLOR	  SCHEME	  
To	  change	  the	  color	  scheme	  of	  this	  template	  click	  on	  the	  DESIGN	  menu	  and	  then	  on	  COLORS.	  You	  can	  
choose	  from	  the	  provided	  color	  combina1ons	  or	  you	  can	  create	  your	  own.	  

USING	  PLACEHOLDERS	  
To	  add	  text	  to	  this	  template,	  click	  inside	  a	  placeholder	  and	  type	  in	  or	  paste	  your	  text.	  To	  move	  a	  
placeholder,	  click	  on	  it	  once	  to	  select	  it,	  then	  place	  your	  cursor	  on	  its	  frame	  and	  then	  click	  and	  hold	  as	  
you	  drag	  it	  to	  its	  new	  loca1on.	  	  Resize	  the	  placeholder,	  if	  necessary.	  Placeholders	  for	  headers,	  text	  and	  
graphics	  can	  be	  found	  below:	  

HEADER	  PLACEHOLDER	  
Move	  this	  preformaVed	  header	  placeholder	  to	  the	  poster	  area	  to	  add	  another	  header.	  Use	  headers	  to	  
separate	  topics	  or	  concepts	  within	  your	  presenta1on.	  	  
	  
	  
	  

TEXT	  PLACEHOLDER	  
Move	  below	  text	  placeholder	  onto	  your	  poster	  to	  add	  a	  new	  text	  box.	  
	  
	  
	  

GRAPHIC	  PLACEHOLDER	  
Move	  the	  below	  graphic	  placeholder	  onto	  your	  poster,	  size	  it	  first,	  and	  then	  click	  it	  to	  add	  a	  picture	  to	  
the	  poster.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

IMPORTING	  EXTERNAL	  TEXT	  &	  GRAPHICS	  
TEXT:	  Paste	  or	  type	  your	  text	  into	  a	  pre-‐exis1ng	  text	  box	  or	  drag	  in	  a	  new	  text	  box	  from	  above.	  	  Move	  
and/or	  resize	  it	  as	  you	  desire.	  
PHOTOS:	  Drag	  in	  a	  picture	  placeholder,	  size	  it	  first,	  click	  in	  it	  and	  insert	  a	  photo	  from	  the	  menu.	  
TABLES:	  You	  can	  copy	  and	  paste	  a	  table	  from	  an	  external	  document	  onto	  this	  poster	  template.	  To	  
adjust	  	  the	  way	  the	  text	  fits	  within	  the	  cells	  of	  a	  table	  that	  has	  been	  pasted,	  right-‐click	  on	  the	  table,	  click	  
FORMAT	  SHAPE	  	  then	  click	  on	  TEXT	  BOX	  and	  change	  the	  INTERNAL	  MARGIN	  values	  to	  0.25	  

REVIEWING	  QUALITY	  OF	  GRAPHICS	  
Go	  to	  View	  on	  the	  menu	  bar,	  then	  choose	  Zoom,	  200%.	  This	  is	  a	  good	  representa1on	  of	  what	  your	  
poster	  will	  look	  like	  when	  printed.	  Scroll	  leH,	  right,	  up,	  and	  down	  looking	  for	  “grainy”	  images	  that	  may	  
need	  to	  be	  fixed	  and	  re-‐imported.	  

SAVING	  YOUR	  WORK	  
Click	  on	  the	  Office	  BuVon	  and	  	  hover	  over	  Save	  As.	  	  Choose	  the	  PDF	  or	  XPS	  op1on	  with	  standard	  
publishing.	  	  Name	  your	  poster	  file	  and	  submit	  the	  resul1ng	  PDF	  version	  of	  your	  poster	  with	  your	  order.	  	  
	  

 
Criminalizing Pregnancy 

	  

In 1977 the state of California issued the first indictment 

against an American woman for the use of drugs while 

pregnant. Since that time “fetal abuse” prosecutions have 

steadily increased and the allegations have expanded to 

include charges of child abuse, child endangerment, 

murder, attempted murder and manslaughter.  
	  

ABSTRACT 

LAWS 

Geographic Disparity 

National Advocates for Pregnant Women obtained statistics regarding state legal actions between 

1973 and 2005  against 413 women in 44 states and the District of Columbia (Figure 1).Ten 

states accounted for over two thirds  of the total number of cases. South Carolina had the 

majority of the cases (n = 93),followed by Florida (n = 56), Missouri (n = 29), Georgia (n = 16), 

Tennessee (n = 15), Wisconsin (n = 15), Illinois (n = 14), Nevada (n = 11), New York (n =11), 

and Texas (n = 10). Delaware, Maine, Minnesota, Rhode Island, Vermont and West Virginia 

had no cases. Due to limitations in arrest records these numbers are believed to be underreported.  

      

Racial Disparity      

Between 1973 and 2005 African Americans accounted for 30 percent of the population of  

South Carolina, with 68 percent of the population white, however, 74 percent of the legal actions  

in the state were brought against African American women, with 25 percent of legal actions being 

 brought against white women. In Florida 15 percent of the state’s population was African  

American, and 81 percent of the population was white, however, 75 percent of the legal actions 

were brought against African American women, with 22 percent of legal actions being brought 

against white women. (Figure 2)  In total, 59 percent of  legal actions were brought against women 

of color – African Americans, Native Americans, Hispanic, and Pacific Islanders/Asian, with 41 percent 

of the legal actions being taken against white women.  

 

Case Characteristics 

The predominate reasons for the legal actions were allegations of illegal drug use - 65 percent;  

refusal of treatment orders – 15%; lack of prenatal care (13%); forced medical interventions – 5%;  

and self-abortion – 2%. (Figure 3) 

 
 

DEMOGRAPHICS ACTIONS 
Instead prosecutorial and punitive actions against these vulnerable 
women we need to advocate for social and economic change to enable 
pregnant women to make informed choices in the best interest for them 
and their child. We need to address the extreme interpretations of 
Unborn Victims of Violence Act and the Child Endangerment Laws. 
Paramount is the need to protect women's’ constitutional rights under the: 
Eighth Amendment – The freedom from cruel and unusual 
punishment. Alicia Beltran refused to continue to take Suboxone during 
her pregnancy. She was arrested, led into a courtroom, handcuffed and 
shackled at the ankles, where a county judge ordered her to spend 90 
days in a drug treatment center. Fourteenth Amendment – The right to 
privacy and due process of law. Laura Pemberton desired a vaginal 
delivery following a prior C-section. Her physician refused. She arranged 
for a home delivery with a midwife. She was arrested, taken to the 
hospital where a forced C-section performed. Equal protection of the 
law. Florida v. Johnson state drug trafficking statute was used to 
prosecute the mother for the transmission of drugs to the fetus via the 
umbilical cord. Delivery of drugs to a minor is clearly prohibited, however 
a woman of ordinary intelligence will not read a drug delivery statute and 
believe that she could be prosecuted for taking drugs because the 
umbilical cord is a delivery system to the minor (fetus). 
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Text of the Law: Sec. 1841. Protection of unborn children: 

Whoever engages in conduct that violates any of the provisions 

of law listed in subsection (b) and thereby causes the death of, or 

bodily injury to, a child, who is in utero at the time the conduct 

takes place, is guilty of a separate offense under this section. 

Reality of the Law: A woman who obtained the contraceptive 

Depo Provera later experiences a miscarriage. She is held in jail 

for year on murder charges; A pregnant woman who attempts 

suicide survives, but because she lost the pregnancy she is 

arrested on charges of murder. 

 

Text & Intent of the Law: Chemical endangerment of a minor 

through the act or instance of knowingly exposing a child to 

chemicals or controlled substances and thus causing harm is a 

punishable offense. 

 Reality of the Law:  Between 2008 and 2012 sixty new mothers 

have been prosecuted under the Chemical Endangerment laws. 

This includes live and stillbirths, as well as miscarriages.  

 

Lynda M. Morgan-Moore 
	  

Social and Behavioral Epidemiology 
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